Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor:

We embrace one of our nation’s guiding principles: “And Justice for All”. Sadly, the truth is that approximately one of every 8 Americans is so poor that paying for the basic necessities of life such as food and shelter is not possible, let alone the ideal of equal access to justice. Many of the same people that are below the poverty level also have critical legal problems ranging from foreclosure and evictions to loss of their parental rights, domestic violence and other fundamental needs that require legal help.

Our lawyers help bridge that “Justice Gap” by donating over 25 million hours of legal help. Often, the only thing standing between homelessness, violence, and abuse for the poor are these volunteer lawyers. But more help is needed. In order to educate everyone about the good the volunteers do and to recruit more attorneys to meet the needs, the week of October 24 through 29, 2011, has been designated National Pro Bono Week. During that week, let’s recognize the selfless people giving free legal help to the poor and increase our efforts as a community to make equal justice for all a reality.

(Any other specifics the author or organization wants to publicize—local numbers of volunteers, events, etc.)

Signed by group leader
