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Our LRE Newsletters are going to be emphasizing Abraham Lincoln in the coming editions to 
help teachers prepare for and enjoy celebrations of the 200th anniversary of his birth.  All 

editions are archived at http://www.isba.org/Sections/lrenewshome.html 
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CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER! 
Hinsdale Central High School Takes 4th Place at the 

2009 National High School Mock Trial Championships in Georgia. 
Congratulations Hinsdale Central High School!! 

 
ISBA High School Mock Trial Invitational – Format Change 

 
We are please to announce that the Constitutional Rights Foundation 
Chicago has agreed to become an official co-sponsor of the ISBA’s High School 
Mock Trial Invitational. The CRFC will assist in preparation of the mock trial 
case and support documents each year, which we are sure will considerably 
enhance the program.  Welcome CRFC! 
 
There are some other changes to the ISBA Mock Trial Invitational.  Due to the 
recent economic downturn, the Illinois State Bar Association’s High School 
Mock Trial Invitational will undergo a format change for the 2010 trials.  The 
old format of asking all schools to attend a weekend in Springfield is no longer 
economically feasible and we will be moving to a regional format.  Schools are 
invited to register with ISBA and they will be assigned to one of four regional 
trial locations: 
 
Region I – Cook County  
Region II – DuPage County 
Region III – Collar Counties (Lake, Kane, McHenry, Winnebago, Will) 
Region IV – Downstate (Bloomington) 
 
The top two teams from each regional trial will be invited to Springfield on 
Saturday, March 13, 2009 for final rounds in this program.  Regional trial 
dates and locations will be circulated as plans are finalized. 
 
Regional programs in Illinois have been in place for a number of years in Cook 
and the collar counties, and the same dedicated volunteers who have been 
coordinating these regional programs are in place and will continue their 
excellent efforts in their respective areas. 
 
In addition to the top eight teams from the four Regions, two “Wild Card” teams 
will be selected from among the teams placing third and fourth in each region.   
 
This regional format conforms to that used by the vast majority of states with 
mock trial programs.  If our numbers increase, we can expand to offer 
additional regions in the future.  The four region format we’ll be using ensures 
that no region is over-burdened with too many teams. Teams may only 
participate in the region to which they are assigned. Assignments will be made 
by county of origin for the teams participating whenever possible, but some 
teams may need to attend a regional outside their own county for equity stake. 
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While we will miss seeing everyone in Springfield, we hope this new format will 
increase interest in the program and make it more affordable for teams, 
increasing participation at the local level. 
 
The registration fee will increase to $100 per team registering. $25 of each fee 
paid will go toward supporting the regional program.  The remaining funds will 
be used to fund the larger program, the finals in Springfield, awards, 
certificates, etc. 
 

ISBA HIGH SCHOOL MOCK TRIAL INVITATIONAL 
2010 TEAM REGISTRATION FORM 

My school wants to participate in the 2010 Illinois State Bar Association High 
School Mock Trial Invitational.  Enclosed is my check for $100.00.   
 
I understand that we will be assigned to a regional trial and that only the top two teams 
from each region will be invited to participate at the mock trial final trials in Springfield.  I 
also understand that my team has a chance to participate as a “Wild Card” team if we 
place third or fourth in our regional trial. 

 
Teacher/Coach ___________________________________________________ 

School name _____________________________________________________ 

School address  ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

County ___________________________________________________________ 

School phone number ____________________________________________ 

School fax  _____________________________________________ 

Teacher e-mail ____________________________________________________ 

 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS DECEMBER 21, 2009 

Send this completed form to:  Donna Schechter, Mock Trial Coordinator,  
Illinois State Bar Association 

424 South Second Street, Springfield, IL 62701 
If you have questions about the mock trial event, please contact Donna at 800.252.8908 
or by e-mail to dschecht@isba.org. 
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When I do good, I feel good. 

When I do bad, I feel bad.”  

A. Lincoln 
Civil  Rights in the 1860’s Versus Civi l  Rights Today 

 

 Would President Lincoln’s views on civil rights differ from ours today?   
 
In the 1860’s “civil rights” would have meant rights that every white, male 
citizen of the United States could expect to have protected by our Constitution.  
Women and minorities often weren’t included, unless states had addressed 
protections for them in their own constitutions or through state laws. 
 
Want to see which Amendments to the Constitution had been adopted by 1861 
when Lincoln took office as President?  Visit:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_amendments_to_the_United_States_Constitution 
 
The first 12 Amendments had been ratified and there hadn’t been a 
Constitutional Amendment since 1804.   
 
What is known as the Compromise of 1850 ended the slave trade to the United 
States, but it allowed slavery to continue.  This was a series of laws enacted to 
determine if the Mexican territory the United States received after the Mexican 
War should be free or slave.  
 
The 13th Amendment, abolishing slavery, was proposed in January of 1865 
when Lincoln was still alive, but wasn’t enacted until December of that year, 
months after his death. 

Women’s suffrage, or the right to vote for women, wasn’t passed until 1920. 
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The 14th Amendment, that extends the protections and rights under the Bill of 
Rights to all states, wasn’t ratified until 1868. This amendment ensures due 
process and offers equal protection rights.  
 
Students should visit and read the information at Wikipedia on Voting Rights: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voting_Rights_Act_of_1965  
 
What are Jim Crow laws? http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Crow_laws  
What kind of “test” did some voters need to pass in order to vote?  (Literacy) 
Should voters know how to read and write?  Why or why not? 
Should voters be required to pay a “poll tax” in order to cast a ballot? Why or 
why not? 
Should ballots be available in a variety of languages?  Why or why not? 
Should voters be required to show identification before receiving a ballot? Why 
or why not? 
 
Additional Resources:  
http://www.abanet.org/vote/2008/landmarkcases.shtml  
http://www.infoplease.com/timelines/voting.html 
http://www.flaglerelections.com/kids/history.htm  
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/uscode42/usc_sec_42_00001973---b000-.html  
http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/voting/42usc/subch_ih.php  
 

Be sure you put your feet in the 

right place, then stand firm. A. 

Lincoln 
 

Kids - Build Your Own Lincoln-Related Site! 
 

 The Illinois Historic Preservation Agency has expanded its program that 
helps students re-create three-dimensional historic Illinois landmarks to 
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include Lincoln-related buildings.  Visit 
http://www.illinoishistory.gov/ps/Construct_mainstreet.htm#BYOL  

The site says, “In honor of the 2009 Bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln's 
birth you can now Build Your Own HO-scale cardboard models of actual 
historic buildings associated with Abraham Lincoln. Funded by the Illinois 
Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Commission and the Old State Capitol 
Foundation, the first five of these models are now available free online. More 
will be added during this bicentennial year until all ten are online. For more 
information about the Bicentennial click  www.lincoln200.net.” 

Lesson Plan - Mock Trial Script 

 We received the following message from the Putnam County Bar 
Association and have received their gracious permission to reprint. 
 
Happy Law Day from Putnam County Bar Association!  True, we're the smallest County and 
may be the smallest Bar Association in the State, but we get very active every year for Law Day, 
with a program we have hosted annually for the past 30 years for all Putnam County High 
School Seniors, including a tour of the Courthouse, Jail and County Offices, voter registration, 
and presentation of a Mock Trial we write for each event, giving students about twenty minutes 
to prepare their parts as counsel, witnesses, judge and all court personnel.  Our mock trial outline 
this year was in keeping with A Legacy of Liberty - Celebrating Lincoln's Bicentennial.   
  
Hon. Scott A. Shore, Putnam County Resident Circuit Judge and Law Day Chair. 
 
Reprinted with Permission from the Putnam County Bar Association 
Attorney Roger C. Bolin, President 
Hon. Scott A. Shore, Putnam County Resident Circuit Judge, Law Day Chairman 
(and writer of this year's mock trial "script"). 

 
***************************** 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF PUTNAM COUNTY 
TENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 

    
EVE  NODD      } 
  Plaintiff,   } 
 VS.     }       CASE #  09 – L - 424 
      } 
LINK CONN     } 
  Defendant.   } 
       

STATEMENT OF THE CASE 
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This civil lawsuit is brought by Plaintiff Eve Nodd to collect damages from Defendant Link 
Conn, who, she claims, weaseled out of his promise to take her to the 2009 PCHS Prom & 
Afterglow -- ruining what would have otherwise been the most fantastic night of her life. 
 
Plaintiff’s saga begins with her long-standing plans to be taken by Link to the Prom and 
Afterglow and it seemed to Eve that everything was proceeding according to plan. She had 
successfully convinced Link to invite her, knowing he might have otherwise had his sights set on 
PCHS bombshell, Bette Winn. Just to seal the deal, she spent half her senior-year earnings on a 
killer prom dress, purse and shoes. By February, she had prodded Link into renting an avocado 
green tuxedo she had found on-line to match her ensemble, and to order the most exotic picture-
perfect floral corsage imaginable. The hardest part of the plan was to convince Link’s brother to 
lend Link his shiny new Corvette, which cost her a crisp $100 bill and her promise to personally 
wash the car weekly by hand, for two months.    
 
All plans were in place, it seemed, until the day before Prom when Link arrived outside her 
house – not driving a shiny new Corvette, but rather riding atop an old mule, with another beside 
it for her – their transportation for Prom weekend!  When Eve demanded to know what was 
going on, Link eloquently introduced himself.... as the one and only log-splitting, back-slapping, 
story-telling Abraham Lincoln, at her service. The rest, you might guess, is history – but there’s 
bound to be two sides to every sordid story!  
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A Legacy of Liberty - Celebrating Lincoln's Bicentennial.  
Atty. Roger C. Bolin, PCBA President 

Hon. Scott A. Shore, Law Day Chairman 
 

TESTIMONY OF PLAINTIFF EVE NODD 
 
On Direct, Eve’s attorney will ask questions to which Eve will answer: 
 

1. I am a Senior at Putnam County High School. 
2. I have dreamt for months about finally attending the Prom and Afterglow with Link 

Conn, the hottest guy at school. 
3. I knew he wanted to take me – to prom that is – and nothing was going to interfere with 

that plan – his plan – unless of course that Bette Winn got to him first.  
4. I may have suggested to Link that he invite me, but it was his idea from the first.  
5. He offered to get a tux to match my dress, shoes and purse, and to buy me the perfect 

corsage, and he wanted to borrow his brother’s new Corvette to pick me up for the Prom 
but his brother insisted on $100 which he didn’t have.  I had to pay his brother the $100 
and promised to wash his car for two months, by hand.... but Link had promised me he’d 
pay me back the $100 and that he’d wash his brother’s car for two months so I wouldn’t 
have to.  

6. Prom was going to be the best night of my life, but all that went down the tubes when 
Link showed up at my door step this morning on top of some old donkey or mule or 
something, with another for me to ride – and he says this is our transportation for the 
whole weekend, too!  

7. Link says he thinks he’s Abe Lincoln. I, on the other hand, think he’s just trying to get 
out of taking me to the Prom -- and I think Link stinks! Either way, I am NOT getting on 
that donkey on Prom night, and I am not going with Abe Lincoln unless he shows up as 
Link, in a Corvette, in an avocado green Tuxedo, with the picture-perfect corsage of my 
dreams. 

8. If he doesn’t come clean, I’m out $1,000 for the dress, shoes, purse and stupid Corvette, 
and I want at least $100,000 for a broken heart, pain and suffering. 

 
On Cross Examination by Link’s attorney, Eve will have to admit (if asked): 
 
1. Yes, I may have coaxed or even forced Link to take me to the Prom. 
2. Yes, I saw Link being hypnotized at school yesterday, and I was convinced that he was 

truly under hypnosis ---but I think, it wore off by the end of the day – and I think he 
cooked up this scheme to get me to dump him so he can suddenly pop back to normal and 
take Bette Winn to the Prom and Afterglow instead.   

3. Yes, it would be neat to attend Prom with Abraham Lincoln... but he’s NOT Abe 
Lincoln, and I’m NOT riding to Prom on a donkey! 

4. If he doesn’t start telling the truth RIGHT NOW, he’s HISTORY ! 
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TESTIMONY OF PLAINTIFF’S WITNESS BETTE WINN 
 
On Direct, Eve’s attorney will ask questions to which Bette will answer:  
 

1. I am a Senior at PCHS and I know both the parties. 
2. I had talked to Link long ago about taking me to the Prom and I even offered to give him 

all my casino and carnival winnings so he could get that big bad boom box he wanted to 
bid on at the Afterglow. 

3. He said he’d take me, but would first have to find a way to dump Eve Nodd without her 
knowing it. 

4. I’m hoping Eve does dump him, and if she does, I know he’s going to ask me to attend 
with him instead.  

 
 
On Cross Examination by Link’s Attorney, Bette will have to admit (if asked): 
 

1. She was also present in class when Link was placed under hypnosis and is totally 
convinced that he was not faking. He really became Abe Lincoln, and seemed to know 
everything about him. 

2. True, it may not be a coincidence that his name is Link –Conn. 
3. True, if he really believes he is Abraham Lincoln, he’s not going to want to go to the Prom 

with anyone... he really will take the first train back to Washington.  
4.She does understand that it would hurt Eve’s feelings either way... whether Link is lying 

and winds up with her, or isn’t lying and returns to Washington. 
5.She doesn’t know if Link is Link or Link is Abe.... Link has not “let on” if this is still part 

of a plan to dump Eve.  
6.Yes, there’s a possibility that Link is still Abe and won’t show up to take her to the Prom 

by car OR by donkey! 
7.Yes, the real culprit here may be Harry Headley, the Hypno-Historian.  
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TESTIMONY OF DEFENSE WITNESS, HARRY HEADLY 

(ACCLAIMED HYPNO-HISTORIAN)  
 
On Direct, Link’s attorney will ask questions to which Harry will answer: 
 

1. I was hired for the week before Prom to offer my nationally acclaimed living history 
presentation to various classes at PCHS.  

2. Given any topic in history, I make the pages of history books literally come alive with 
character, re-creating history through the eyes and actions of students, whom I place 
under a temporary hypnotic trance to re-live the parts of historical heroes of the past.  

3. It was Thursday, April 23, 2009, when I first met Link. He was truly interested in 
American History and the perfect subject for my presentation honoring Abraham 
Lincoln’s 200th birthday.  

4. I explained to the class how this all works, and asked Link if he would volunteer, which 
he did. I placed him under hypnosis and, under my control, I convinced him that he was, 
indeed, Abraham Lincoln. The class was skeptical, until Link, on my command, recited 
the entirety of the Gettysburg Address and Emancipation Proclamation, not just by heart, 
but as if he himself had written it that very day. It was awesome.  

5. Something went wrong. When I snapped my fingers to remove the hypnotic trance, 
nothing happened. I tried again and again, nothing happened. Somehow, Link’s own will 
took over, as if he himself WAS Abraham Lincoln and had no intent or desire to be told 
otherwise. His determination was so strong that I could not break it, or snap him out of it, 
by any means. He appeared, just as he does today, to be Abraham Lincoln, the one and 
only!  

 
On Cross Examination by Eve’s Attorney,  Harry will have to admit (if asked): 
 

1. This has never happened before. In all my years of presentations as a hypno-historian, 
I have never see or heard of such an occurrence.  

2. Yes, I have contacted my insurance company and I have apologized to the family. 
They are very shaken – although they should actually be proud to have an American 
legend and former President as their son.  

3. I don’t know how long this might last. His determination is very strong to remain as 
he is, Abe himself.  

4. There is some chance that he is faking it, but he has me convinced. 
5. Yes, I hope this case will make me very rich and very famous! 
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TESTIMONY OF DEFENDANT, LINK CONN 

 
On Direct, Link’s attorney will ask questions to which Link will answer: 
 

1. I am Abraham Lincoln. I was born in Ol’ Kentuck on Feb. 12, 1809. We, and my sister, 
Sarah, moved to Indiana when I was 7. My mom died when I was 9, and my dad 
remarried to a woman also named Sarah, Sarah Johnson, who had 3 kids of her own, and 
we were all one big happy family. We moved to Illinois when I was 21, and I struck out 
on my own to make myself a living. I worked as a postman, I worked in a store, and 
whatever I do, I’m 100% honest about it even when it hurts to tell the truth! I’ve never 
been sued for telling the truth! 

2. I am pretty familiar with your fair county, having been here on several occasions and on 
one very memorable day in September of 1845, when I met a couple local potato farmers 
here named Durley. Williamson and Madison Durley. Brothers. They wanted me to come 
out against slavery in exchange for their vote for Congress but at the time, I was more 
interested I guess in getting Texas to join the Union, and, well... I wrote them a letter 
explaining it all. And I see it’s downstairs in the hallway for you all to read. This county 
was always at the forefront of the movement to end slavery, and played an important role 
in the underground railroad, too. You citizens have much to be proud of! 

3. I also know that Granville hosted the Buell convention – also known as the Granville 
Convention of November18, 1851 -- that eventually convinced me to sign into law the 
Land Grant Act on July 2, 1862, creating the University Of Illinois and lots of other great 
institutions of higher learning for folks like us. 

4. I’m sorry to say that I don’t know any one named Eve Nodd, or Bette Winn, or any of 
these kind folks, though I would love to know you all much better, and share a few 
stories. I was told she needed a ride this fine morning, so I traded three stories and a song 
for two fine horses and rode over to Miss Eve’s homestead. She flew clear off the handle, 
and if it’s all the same to you folks, I have to get back to Washington, as there’s trouble 
brewing and I have a couple speeches to write. 

 
On Cross Examination, Link will have to admit (if asked): 

1. I have to be honest. I would NEVER wear an avocado green Tuxedo, and I DON’T 
like being told who I’m taking to a dance or some fancy gambling casino carnival. I 
prefer to wear my black tails and favorite stovepipe hat. 

2. I would never tell a lie, even for my own sake, as legend has it.     
3. It’s not lying for me to say I’m Abe Lincoln, because I am! 
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JUDGE’S SCRIPT 
 
Good Morning. As the Bailiff announced in opening court, I am Judge __________ and I will 
preside over today’s proceedings. We require strict adherence to Court Rules and if I see any 
infractions, the Bailiff will be called upon to deal with you! 
 
Today’s case is a civil suit in which Eve Nodd claims damages against Link Conn for devising a 
scheme to break his promise to take her to the Prom and Afterglow. She seeks compensation for 
her out-of-pocket losses and she will seek damages for her pain and suffering, anguish and 
embarrassment.  
 
To collect any damages, the Plaintiff must prove the Defendant is liable, and that she sustained 
the damages he claims to have sustained, by a preponderance of the evidence, or in other words, 
that these propositions are more likely true, than untrue. That will be for the jury to decide.  
 
Order Of Proceedings: (keep things moving!!!) 
 

1. Plaintiff, call your first witness to be sworn and to then take the stand. 
2. Defense, you may cross-examine. 
3. The Witness is excused. 
4. Plaintiff, call your next witness to be sworn and to then take the stand. 
5. Defense, you may cross-examine. 
6. The Witness is excused. 
7. Does the Plaintiff Rest? 
8. Defense, call your first witness to be sworn and to then take the stand. 
9. Plaintiff, you may cross-examine. 
10. The Witness is excused. 
11. Defense, call your next witness to be sworn and to then take the stand. 
12. Plaintiff, you may cross-examine. 
13. The Witness is excused. 
14.  Does the Defense Rest? 
 

FOR FUN:  WHEN SOMETHING IMPORTANT IS SAID, STOP THE PROCEEDINGS AND 
ASK COURT REPORTER TO READ IT BACK! 
 
Now that the evidence is concluded, Each Lawyer will have one minute to tell the jury what each 
side wants the jury to do, and why.  (Call time if necessary!) 
 
Instruct the Jury! 
 
When the Jury returns:  
Does the jury have a verdict? Please hand it to the Bailiff to hand to me.  
 

(Read the Verdict and announce judgment!) 
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 JUDGE’S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JURY 
AT THE END OF THE CASE 

 
Ladies and gentlemen of the Jury, it is now time for you to deliberate on your verdict. You 
must first select a foreperson who will preside over your deliberations. Any verdict you reach 
must be unanimous.   You will be given two forms of verdict.  
 
If you find in favor of the Plaintiff, Eve Nodd, you will use Verdict Form A and you will 
determine the amount of damages to be assessed for her claimed losses including her out-of-
pocket expenses for her dress, purse and shoes totaling $1000, and for the rent she paid 
Link’s brother for use of his Corvette in the sum of $100,  and for Plaintiff’s claimed 
damages for pain and suffering, embarrassment, humiliation, and loss of her ( last chance in a 
lifetime ) prom night experience.  
 
If you find in favor of the Defendant, Link Conn (also known as Abraham Lincoln), you will 
have no occasion to consider the issue of damages and you would instead use Verdict Form 
B.  
 
Ordinarily, you would have as many hours or days as it would take to reach a verdict. 
Unfortunately today, you have FIVE MINUTES! 
 
BAILIFF, PLEASE TAKE THESE VERDICT FORMS AND THE JURORS INTO 
THE JURY ROOM TO BEGIN THEIR DELIBERATIONS! 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURT REPORTER 
 
The Court Reporter provides the only record of the trial for review, during trial or to repeat 
an answer the Court or parties did not hear, and provides the transcripts in the event of an 
appeal.  In this Mock Trial, the Court Reporter should make quick notes of key testimony, 
and may (or may not) be called upon by the judge to read back the last question or 
answer, from time to time!   The Court Reporter also reports all parties’ names and their 
roles for the Record. Please “fill in” the student-participants’ names (ask for help if needed!) 
 
Plaintiff, Eve Nodd   ________________ 
Plaintiff’s Lawyer    ________________ 
Plaintiff’s Witness, Bette Winn  ________________ 
Defendant, Link Conn   ________________ 
Defendant’s Lawyer   ________________ 
Defense Witness, Harry Headley  ________________ 
Circuit Clerk    ________________ 
Court Reporter    ________________   
Bailiff     ________________   
Judge     ________________ 
Jurors:  
 
Front Row (right to left)  Back Row (right to left) 
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_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________  

 
THE CIRCUIT CLERK ADMINISTERS THIS OATH TO EACH WITNESS: 
 
Do you solemnly swear or affirm that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth? 
 
THE BAILIFF OPENS COURT BY SAYING: 
 
All Rise! The Circuit Court for the Tenth Judicial Circuit of The State Of Illinois Is Now In 
Session, The Honorable Judge _______Presiding!  
 
THE JUDGE “DIRECTS TRAFFIC” 
BY TELLING COUNSEL:  

WHEN TO CALL THEIR NEXT WITNESS,  
WHERE THE WITNESS SHOULD STAND TO BE SWORN IN BY THE 
CIRCUIT CLERK,  
WHEN TO PROCEED,  
WHEN TO CROSS EXAMINE, AND  

BY TELLING WITNESSES: 
TO SPEAK UP 
TO ANSWER A QUESTION IF THE WITNESS REFUSES 
TO STEP DOWN WHEN THE WITNESS IS DONE TESTIFYING 

BY TELLING JURORS: 
WHEN TO BEGIN THEIR DELIBERATION 
WHAT ISSUES THEY ARE TO DECIDE 

BY TELLING THE COURT REPORTER 
WHEN TO READ BACK A QUESTION OR ANSWER 

 
THE JUDGE RULES ON OBJECTIONS BY SAYING: 

 
(If the judge agrees with the objection): SUSTAINED! 
(If the judge disagrees with the objection) OVERRULED! 
 

THE COURT REPORTER 
Takes notes of each question and answer, and each ruling by the court, prepared to “read back” a 
prior statement if directed to do so by the judge. If a lawyer asks to have something read back, 
the Court Reporter should ask the judge to direct whether the Court Reporter should do so.  
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VERDICT FORM A 
 
We, the jury, find FOR the Plaintiff, Eve Nodd, and AGAINST the Defendant, Link Conn.  
 
We award damages to the Plaintiff, itemized as follows: 
 
Out-of-pocket losses for dress, purse, shoes  
(claimed by plaintiff to total $1,000):   $___________________ 
 
Corvette “rental” (claimed to be $100):  $___________________ 
 
Pain and suffering, embarrassment, loss of  
prom experience (Plaintiff seeking $100,000) $___________________ 
 
TOTAL DAMAGES AWARDED:   $___________________ 
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature of Foreperson 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 

 
VERDICT FORM B 

 
We, the jury, find AGAINST the Plaintiff, Eve Nodd, and FOR the Defendant, Link Conn.  
 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
Signature of Foreperson 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
_____________________________ _____________________________ 
 
Reprinted with Permission from the Putnam County Bar Association 
Attorney Roger C. Bolin, President 
Hon. Scott A. Shore, Putnam County Resident Circuit Judge, Law Day Chairman 
(and writer of this year's mock trial "script"). 
 

Thank you! 
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"I happen temporarily to occupy 

this big White House. I am 

living witness that any one of 

your children may look to come 

here as my father's child has."  

A. Lincoln 

 
Another Lincoln Mock Trial Is Available! 

 

 The 2003 Illinois State Bar Association High School Mock Trial materials 
was based on Lincoln history.  In 1841, Abraham Lincoln wrote a letter to a 
friend discussing a situation that had occurred in the Springfield community.  
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Using this letter as background, the Committee on Law-Related Education 
crafted witness affidavits for the trial.   
 
Springfield 
June 19, 1841 
 
Dear Speed: 
 
We have had the highest state of excitement here for a week 
past that our community has ever witnesses; and although the 
public feeling is somewhat allayed, the curious affair which 
aroused it is very far from being over, yet cleared of mystery.  
It would take a quire of paper to give you anything like a full 
account of it, and I therefore only propose a brief outline. The 
chief personages in the drama are Archibald Fisher1, supposed 
to be murdered; and Archibald Trailor, Henry Trailor, and 
William Trailor, supposed to have murdered him.  The three 
Trailors are brothers: the first, Arch, as you know, lives in 
town; the second, Henry, in Clary's Grove2; and the third, 
William, in Warren County; and Fisher, the supposed murdered, 
being without a family, had made his home with William. 
 
On Saturday evening, being the 29th of May, Fisher and William 
came to Henry's in a one-horse dearborn and there staid over 
Sunday, and on Monday all three came to Springfield (Henry on 
horseback) and joined Archibald at Myres', the Dutch carpenter.  
That evening at supper Fisher was missing, and so next morning 
some ineffectual search was made for him; and on Tuesday at 1 
o'clock p.m., William and Henry started home without him.  In a 
day or two Henry and one or two of his Clary's Grove neighbors 
came back for him again, and advertised his disappearance in the 
papers. 
 
The knowledge of the matter thus far had not been general, and 
here it dropped entirely till about the 10th inst., when Keys 
received a letter from the postmaster3 in Warren county that 
William had arrived home and was telling a very mysterious and 
improbable story about the disappearance of Fisher, which 
                                                
1 Described in Mr. Lincoln's article appearing in the Quincy Whig as "somewhat above the age 
of fifty; had no family, and no settled home; but who boarded and lodged a while here and a 
while there, with persons for whom he did little jobs of work.  His habits were remarkably 
economical, so that an impression got about that he had accumulated a considerable amount 
of money." 
2 Clary's Grove is near present day Tallula, Illinois, approximately 20 miles outside Springfield 
3 Charles Stice 
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induced the community there to suppose he had been disposed of 
unfairly.  Keys made this letter public, which immediately sent 
the whole town and adjoining country agog.  And so it has 
continued until yesterday.  The mass of the people commenced a 
systematic search for the dead body, while Wickersham was 
dispatched to arrest Henry Trailor at the Grove and Jim Maxcy 
to Warren county, to arrest William. 
 
On Monday last, Henry was brought in and showed an evident 
inclination to insinuate that he knew Fisher to be dead and that 
Archieand William had killed him.  He said he guessed the body 
could be found in Spring creek between the Beardstown road 
and Hickox's mill. Away the people swept like a herd of buffalo 
to cut down Hickox's mill-dam nolens volens4 to draw the water 
out of the pond, and then went up and down and up the creek 
fishing and raking and raking and ducking and diving for two 
days, and after all no dead body found.  In the meantime a sort 
of scuffling ground had been found in the brush, in the angle 
or point where the road leading into the woods past the 
brewery and the one leading in past the brick grove meets.  
From the scuffle ground was the sign of something about the 
size of a man having been dragged to the edge of the thicket 
where it joined the track of some small wheel carriage drawn 
by one horse, as shown by the road tracks.  The carriage track 
led off toward Spring creek.  Near this drag trail, Dr. 
Merryman found two hairs which, after a long scientific 
examination, he pronounced to be triangular human hair, which 
term he says includes within it the whiskers, because the ends 
were cut, showing that they had flourished in the 
neighborhood of the razor's operations. 
 
On Thursday last, Jim Maxcy brought William Trailor from 
Warren. On the same dayArchiewas arrested and put in jail.  
Yesterday (Friday) William was put upon his examining trial 
before May and Lavely.  Archibald and Henry were both present.  
Lamborn prosecuted, and Logan and Baker and your humble 
servant defended. 
 
A great many witnesses were introduced and examined, but I 
shall only mention those whose testimony seems most 
important.  The first of these was Capt. Ransdell.  He swore 
that when William and Henry left Springfield for home, on 

                                                
4 nolens volens - whether willing or not. 
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Tuesday before mentioned, they did not take the direct route 
which you know leads by the butcher shop, but that they 
followed the street north until they got opposite or nearly 
opposite May's new house, after which he could not see them 
from where he stood; and it was afterwards provided that in 
about an hour after they started, they came into the street by 
the butcher shop from towards the brickyard.  Dr. Merryman 
and others swore to what is stated about the scuffle ground, 
drag trail, whiskers, and carriage tracks. 
 
Henry was then introduced by the prosecution. He swore that 
when they started for home, they went out north, as Ransdell 
stated, and turned down west by the brickyard into the woods 
and then met Archibald; that they proceeded a small distance 
farther, when he was placed as a sentinel to watch for and 
announce the approach of any one that might happen that way; 
that William and Archie took the dearborn out of the road a 
small distance to the edge of the thicket, where they stopped 
and he saw them lift the body of a man into it; that they then 
moved off with the carriage in the direction of Hickox's mill, 
and he loitered about for something like an hour, when William 
returned with the carriage but without Arch, and said they had 
put him in a safe place; that they went, somehow, he did not 
know exactly how, into the road close to the brewery and 
proceeded on to Clary's Grove. 
 
He also stated that some time during the day William told him 
that he and Archie had killed Fisher the evening before; that 
the way they did it was by him (William) knocking him down with 
a club and Archie choking him to death. 
 
An old man from Warren called Dr. Gillmore was then 
introduced on the part of the defense.  He swore that he had 
known Fisher for several years; that Fisher had resided at his 
house a long time at each of two different spells once while he 
built a barn for him, and once while he was doctored for some 
chronic disease; that two or three years ago Fisher had a 
serious hurt in his head by the bursting of a gun, since which 
he had been subject to continued bad health and occasional 
aberration of mind. He also stated that on last Tuesday, being 
the same day that Maxey arrested William Trailor, he (the 
doctor) was from home in the early part of the day and on his 
return, about 11 o'clock, found Fisher at his house in bed and 
apparently unwell; that he asked him how he had come from 
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Springfield; that Fisher said he had come by Peoria and also 
told of several other places he had been at, more in the 
direction of Peoria, which showed that he at the time of 
speaking did not know where he had been wandering about in a 
state of derangement. 
 
He further stated that in about two hours he received a note 
from one of Trailor's friends advising him of his arrest and 
requesting him to go on to Springfield as a witness to testify as 
to the state of Fisher's health in former times, that he 
immediately set off, calling up two of his neighbors as company, 
and riding all evening and all night overtook Maxcy and 
William at Lewistown, in Fulton county; that Maxcy refusing to 
discharge Trailor upon his statement, his two neighbors 
returned and he came on to Springfield. 
 
Some question being made as to whether the doctor's story was 
not a fabrication, several acquaintances of his (among whom 
was the same postmaster who wrote to Keys as before 
mentioned) were introduced as sort of compurgators, who 
swore that they knew the doctor to be of good character for 
truth and veracity and generally of good character in every 
way. Here the testimony ended and the Trailors were 
discharged, Archie and William expressing, both in word and 
manner their entire confidence that Fisher would be found 
alive at the doctor's by Calloway, Mallory, and Myres, who a 
day before had been dispatched for that purpose; while Henry 
still protested that no power on earth could ever show Fisher 
alive. 
 
Thus stands this curious affair.  When the doctor's story was 
first made public, it was amusing to scan and contemplate the 
countenances and hear the remarks of those who had been 
actively engaged in the search for the dead body. Some looked 
quizzical, some melancholy, and some furiously angry.  Porter, 
who had been very active, swore he always knew the man was not 
dead and that he had not stirred an inch to hunt for him.  
Langford, who had taken the lead in cutting down Hickox's mill-
dam and wanted to hang Hickox for objecting, looked most 
awfully woebegone; he seemed the "wictem of hunrequited 
affection," as represented in the comic almanacs we used to 
laugh over.  And Hart, the little drayman that hauled Molly5 

                                                
5 Lincoln's affectionate name for Mary Todd Lincoln 
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home once, said it was too damned bad to have so much trouble 
and no hanging after all. 
 
I commenced this letter on yesterday, since which I received 
yours of the 13th.  I stick to my promise to come to Louisville. 
Nothing new here except what I have written.  I have not seen 
Sarah since my last trip and I am going out there as soon as I 
mail this letter.   
 
Yours forever, A. Lincoln 
 
After the trial, the following notice was published in the Springfield newspaper: 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 
At a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of Springfield, held on the evening of the 22nd 
inst., for the purpose of expressing the feelings of the community in relation to the late supposed 
murder in this city. 
 
On motion, WM. D. Herndon, Esq. Was called to the chair. And J.N. Francis appointed 
Secretary. 
 
At the request of the Chair, Dr. E.H. Merryman, in a few remarks, stated the object of the 
meeting. 
 
On motion by CHAS. R. HURST, a committee was appointed, consisting of C. R. Hurst, E.D. 
Baker, E.H. Merryman and James Gourly, to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of the 
meeting. 
 
After a short consultation, the committee reported the following preamble and resolutions, which 
were unanimously adopted. 
 
WHEREAS, great excitement has been created in the city of Springfield and its neighborhood, 
by a report that one Archibald Fisher had been murdered in or near this city some time since, 
which report has been widely circulated; and whereas, a most diligent search and examination 
has been made by the public authorities and private citizens to ascertain the truth of said report, 
and the said Archibald Fisher has been produced in Springfield alive and uninjured, and 
identified to our satisfaction to be the same individual who was supposed to have been murdered, 
and whereas we deem it due to the community and to the individuals who have been accused of 
the murder, that the reports which have gone abroad should be corrected, and the apprehension 
of the public quieted. 
 
RESOLVED, That we are satisfied that there remain no grounds for suspicion that any murder 
has been committed in this vicinity. 
 
RESOLVED, That we deeply regret that our fellow citizen, ARCHIBALD TRAYLER, should 
have been suspected of so foul a crime; and that the respect we have long entertained for his 
integrity and upright deportment, has been in no wise diminished by the accusation made against 
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him before those circumstances were known; and that we are convinced that all such suspicions 
and accusations are utterly unjust and untrue, and are not justified by the circumstances 
developed on the examination, but are strongly repelled by his past peaceful conduct and amiable 
character.   On motion, the city papers were requested to publish the proceedings of the meeting.   
 
Meeting adjourned.   
 
WM. D. Herndon, Ch'm.   
J.N. Francis, Sec'y 
 
The materials for this 2003 case, and all other ISBA mock trial materials, are 
available at http://www.isba.org/teachers/mocktrial/cases.html  
 

Am I not destroying my enemies 

when I make friends of them?  

A. Lincoln 

 
Illinois Supreme Court and Abraham Lincoln  

 
For information on individuals who have served on the Illinois Supreme Court, 
there’s a wonderful website that contains brief biographical information on 
each of the justices, and photos of them as well.  
http://www.state.il.us/court/SupremeCourt/Historical/JusticeTL.asp  
 
Which Justices might have heard cases where Lincoln appeared before the 
Supreme Court in Springfield, Illinois?  Look at the dates the Justices served 



 Illinois State Bar Association Law-Related Education Newsletter 

 

23 

on the Supreme Court.  Lincoln practiced in Springfield between 1836 and 
1860. 
 
This site also includes a list of Lincoln’s Supreme Court cases, with citations: 
http://www.state.il.us/court/SupremeCourt/Historical/Lincoln.asp  
 
 

More Lincoln Resources On-Line 
 

• There is now a second web site prepared by The Lincoln Institute under a 
grant from The Lehrman Institute. Through hyperlinks, it connects to Mr. 
Lincoln’s White House at http://www.mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/ the first site 
which the Institute's staff researched and designed to provide the 
physical and personal backdrop to President Lincoln's decisions during 
the Civil War.  The second web site deals with Lincoln’s Friends and his 
relationships with those who were close to him in New Salem, Springfield 
and Washington, D.C.  Visit with Mr. Lincoln and his friends at 
http://www.mrlincolnandfriends.org/  

• If you haven’t visited the ALPLM website, you might want to. There are 
resources for teachers on a number of topics, including: “Gettysburg 
Address Teacher Resources,” “Mrs. President – from Martha to Laura,” as 
well as resources to help you plan for Women’s History Month and Black 
History Month, and how they do “Christmas at the White House.” 
http://www.alplm.org/education/teachers.html  

• Read about Lincoln and antebellum America at http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu 

This site contains over 3000 images as well as sound and video files. 
• Read about Abraham Lincoln’s United States Supreme Court at 

http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/education/supreme.htm  
Did you know that in 1863 the U.S. Supreme Court had ten justices? 
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The better part of one's life 

consists of his friendships.  A. 

Lincoln 
 

* * * 
 

Another Great ABA Resource Available On-Line 
 

The American Bar Association has a list of Pioneers in the Legal Profession 
posted on-line at http://www.abanet.org/publiced/raisingthebar.html   
Individuals on this page are listed to help teachers plan their celebrations of 
Black  History Month (February), National Hispanic Heritage Month (September 
15-October 15), Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (May), and National 
American Indian Heritage Month (November) as well as Women’s History Month 
(March).  These resources are up-to-date!  U.S. Supreme Court Justice Nominee 
Sonia Sotomayor is included! 
 

Updated Version of Understanding the Illinois Constitution 
Available On-Line 

 
Frank Kopecky, one of the authors of the popular handbook, Understanding the 
Illinois Constitution, is working on a revised and updated edition that will include 
mention of Governor Blagovich’s impeachment and other constitutional issues in 
Illinois.  The new edition will also include new materials, including a discussion 
guide that can be used as a pre-test for classroom use.  Due to financial 
limitations, the revised edition will be available on-line only.   
 

ABA Lists the 25 Greatest Legal TV Shows 
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The August, 2009 edition of the American Bar Association’s ABA Journal, 
includes an article listing the top 25 greatest legal television shows ever to air on 
American TV.  Author Stephanie Francis Ward writes that television has always 
loved a good show about lawyers and the law.  She asked 12 experts, including a 
television critic, scholars and lawyers, which shows were their favorites.  Read 
the full ABA article at http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/   Here’s their list: 
 
1. L.A. Law (1986-1994) 
2. Perry Mason (1957-1966) 
3. The Defenders (1961-1965) 
4. Law & Order (1990- ) 
5. The Practice (1997-2004) 
6. Ally McBeal (1997-2002) 
7. Rumpole of the Bailey (1978-1992) 
8. Boston Legal (2004-2008) 
9. Damages (2007- ) 
10. Night Court (1984-1992) 
11. Judging Amy (1999-2005) 
12. Owen Marshall: Counselor at Law (1971-1974) 
13. JAG (1995-2005) 
14. Shark (2006-2008) 
15. Civil Wars (1991-1993) 
16. Harvey Bridman, Attorney at Law (2000-2007) 
17. Law & Order: Criminal Intent (2001 - ) 
18. Murder One (1995-1997) 
19. Matlock (1986-1995) 
20. Reasonable Doubts (1991-1993) 
21. Law & Order: Special Victims Unit (1999 - ) 
22. Judd For the Defense (1967-1969) 
23. Paper Chase (1978-1979, 1983-1986) 
24. Petrocelli (1974-1976) 
25. Eli Stone (2008-2009) 

September 11 Lesson Plans Available 
 
Published by Social Studies School Service, the September 11th Education 
Program:  A National Interdisciplinary Curriculum, is the first ever 
comprehensive 9/11 curriculum, which includes a Teacher's Guide inclusive of 
7 flexible, comprehensive lessons, 3 hours of DVD content (oral histories, 
archival footage), Remembrance Video Program and Discussion Questions and 
Web Resources.  An Initiative of the September 11th Education Trust/World 
Trade Center United Family Group in collaboration with Taft Institute for 
Government at Queens College, the program is made possible by the generous 
support of the North Jersey Media Group Foundation, Principal Program 
Sponsor, and is funded in part by the ACE INA Foundation and 9/11 
community members.   



 Illinois State Bar Association Law-Related Education Newsletter 

 

26 

 
To order the September 11th Education Program, download free content and to 
learn more, visit www.LearnAbout9-11.org  
 
 

 
 

Illinois State Bar Association 
Lawyers in Classrooms Program 

 
Teachers, don’t forget that ISBA member lawyers are signing up as volunteers to 
help you in your classroom presentations. The volunteers are listed on the ISBA’s 
Website at http://www.isba.org/lawyersinclassrooms/  There are numerous 
topics from which to choose, or feel free to find a lawyer in your area, contact him 
or her, and discuss other options that might benefit your class.  There are 
lawyers waiting to hear from you! 
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ISBA Lawyers in Classrooms – Lawyer Sign up Form 
This informal program will provide ways for Illinois teachers to search an ISBA volunteer database to 
find lawyers in their areas who are willing to speak on specific subjects.  The list will be available on our 
law-related education website, http://www.isba.org/Sections/lawrelateded.asp, as an on-going resource for 
teachers.   
 
Mr./Ms./Mrs _________________________________________________(full name) 
Address: ______________________________________________ 
City: _________________________________________________ 
County: __________________________________ State: _______  Zip: ____________ 
Office Phone: ________________________ E-mail: ____________________________ 
 
I am willing to speak  
_____ In my neighborhood 
_____ In my city   _____ In my county 
_____ In neighboring counties  _____ Statewide 
 

Please select all that apply.  I’m willing and able to volunteer to speak on the following topics: 
___Abraham Lincoln and other famous lawyers in Illinois (grade school) 
___Alternative Dispute Resolution – reaching consensus and problem solving 
___Becoming a Lawyer (junior high and high school levels) 
___Careers in the law (high school level)  
___Constitution/Bill of Rights issues (junior high and high school levels) 
___Consumer issues/Contracts and responsibility (high school level) 
___Current events: law-related issues in the news 
___Diversity – the law is on your side (middle and high school) 
___Drugs, Guns and Safety issues in schools (junior high and high school levels) 
___Employment issues (high school level) 
___Environmental issues – how to “green” your classroom 
___Establishing good credit…and keeping it (high school) 
___Fairy Tales and the Law (using mock trial fairy tales to teach about the law (grade school) 
___Famous trials 
___First amendment as it relates to schools and students 
___Fourth amendment as it relates to schools and students 
___How real are lawyers on TV and Film? (high school) 
___Marriage and family law (high school level) 
___Mock trials – I’d be available to meet with a mock trial team to help fine-tune their presentations 
___Planning a class courtroom visit – able to assist with plans and attend 
___So what if I’m arrested?  What’s the worst that can happen? (middle and high school) 
___The Adversarial System/steps in the trial process 
___The Court System and its role in government (middle and high school) 
___The importance of Rules and Authority (grade school) 
___The Law School Experience (high school and college) 
___Traffic Laws and Courts (high school level) 
___Working your way through college (high school) 
___ Others  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please return completed form to: Donna Schechter, Illinois State Bar Association, 

424 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701 or fax it to 217.525-9063. 
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The Illinois State Bar Association’s Law-Related Education Newsletter is provided free of charge 
on a quarterly basis during the school year. We are dedicated to promoting law-related education 
resources and discussion topics appropriate for use in classroom or community settings.  If you do 
NOT wish to receive this complimentary newsletter, please reply and indicate in the message line 
that you wish to be removed from our mailing list. 

• Current subscribers: If your e-mail changes, please let us know.  And, please feel free to 
forward this publication to others who may be interested.   

• Note:  The Illinois State Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Law-Related Education 
for the Public does not share or sell this mailing list. 

 
This and other editions of the ISBA’s LRE Newsletter  

are available on-line at http://www.isba.org/Sections/lrenewshome.html 
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