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Program Schedule

Thursday, September 6 

11:00 a.m. REGISTRATION DESK OPENS– Mega Center Exhibit Hall

1:00 – 2:05 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                        

21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

E-Discovery and the New Rules: How to Handle   
Electronic Data in Litigation    

Electronic data is now part of discovery and withholding it is no longer an 
option. Handling this process is complicated and fraught with risk. Learn 
the nuts and bolts of how to properly gather, review, produce, and handle 
electronically stored information and how amendments to the Federal  
Rules of Civil Procedure impact e-discovery.  
Todd Flaming, Chicago  
Mandi Ross, Chicago         

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                               
                                                                                      

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon III & IV

Tickle My Practice: Organizing Your Office, Clients and Staff  

Find out how even non-techies can use common, inexpensive software to 
manage client information and deadlines, develop a detailed and usable tickler 
system, and streamline dictation for improving office and remote practice 
efficiency, promoting better client representation and malpractice avoidance.  
Frank Ariano, Elgin                                       

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                       
                                                 

Substantive Law 

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon II

Tax and Financial Considerations in Family Law Cases

Experts discuss key points to consider in determining what’s best for your 
family-law client.  
Julie Katz, Belleville  
Bruce Richman, Oakbrook  
Peggy Tracey, Wheaton                                  

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                                  
                                                                    

2:15 – 3:20 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                     

21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

So You Don’t Want to Be an IT Person:  What Are Your Virtual IT Options?

Managing a law firm’s information technology infrastructure is difficult. Should 
you do it in house or outsource? If you outsource, what are the considerations 
and risks? See how your network can work even if it is not on-site.  
John Ahlberg, Glen Ellyn  
Hon. Robert Moss, Chicago  
David Yavitz, Chicago

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                       
                                                                                                     

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon III & IV

Getting Your Practice Started or Restarted:  Tips to Set Up Your Firm                   

 John Nisivaco, Chicago 

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                        
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Substantive Law 

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon II

The Inside Story: How Are the New Bankruptcy Laws Working?

The new bankruptcy laws have been in effect for a year.  
Find out how they’re working and what you should do in response.  
Hon. Manuel Barbosa, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Rockford 

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                          
                                  

3:20 – 3:50 p.m. BREAK– Mega Center Exhibit Hall

Hosted by ATG Trust 

3:50 – 4:55 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                               

21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

To Vista or Not? Vista, MAC OSX & Linux: What Should You Do Now? 

Microsoft’s Windows operating system has dominated for decades. But 
with Vista coming out, should you upgrade or wait? And what about Apple 
Macintosh and Linux? See a live shootout of the three operating systems with 
advocates for each.  
Todd Flaming, Chicago  
Kenneth Flaxman, Chicago  
David Yavitz, Chicago  

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
 

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon III & IV

Professionalism: The 10 Commandments for Your Practice                      

The difference between ethics and professionalism – what special duties  
do attorneys owe the profession, the courts and their community? 
Bernard Wysocki, Waukegan 

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                 

Substantive Law 

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon II

Navigating the Sea-Change in Fourth Amendment Search  
and Seizure Cases       
The law of search and seizure is always in flux. This session provides an  
up-to-the-minute overview of federal and state case law criminal-law 
practitioners need to know.  
Michele Jochner, Chicago   

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                                      
                                

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. OPENING RECEPTION– Mega Center Exhibit Hall                                                                    

Sponsored by ISBA Mutual Insurance Company   

Bring your registered family or guests and plan on staying awhile. This gala welcome event features 
a delicious array of serious appetizers, an open bar, and a chance to visit with other conference 
attendees. It’s all happening in the Exhibit Hall, where you’ll also have plenty of time to chat with 
exhibitors and learn about products and services that can make practicing law more efficient.

 Thursday-September 6 (Continued)
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Friday, September 7 

7:00 a.m. REGISTRATION DESK OPENS– Mega Center Exhibit Hall

7:00 – 8:30 a.m. CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST – Mega Center Exhibit Hall       
 Hosted by Lawyers USA                                                                             

8:30 – 9:35 a.m. PLENARY SESSION – Mega Center Exhibit Hall

Sponsored by Bank of America, ISBA’s MasterCard and American Express Program 

Using Lawghter to Clean Up the Stress Mess

 Have you ever found yourself so stressed out at work that you’ve had to lock yourself in your office 
and say the Serenity Prayer?  “Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the things that I can not change, the 
courage to change the things that I can, and the wisdom not to stab the managing partner in the parking 
lot.”  If so, then perhaps you need to hear Sean Carter’s tips on how to clean up the stress mess.               
Sean Carter, Mesa, AZ                                                     

Not for MCLE credit                                                                                                                
          

9:35 – 10:15 a.m. BREAK– Mega Center Exhibit Hall

10:15 – 11:20 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                     
21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

The 21st Century Lawyer: Mobile, Agile and Connected 

What are the legal and ethical implications of a mobile practice, and what does 
being mobile look like? Here are tricks for being mobile, agile, and connected 
and learn how to protect your clients’ data and yours to prevent malpractice.  
Nerino Petro, Madison, WI  
Bryan Sims, Naperville                                       
1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                               
                                                                                            

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

New Orleans 
Ballroom

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Disciplinary Hearing          

In this hilarious presentation, Mr. Carter explores some of the more outrageous 
disciplinary cases that come before state bar committees and how lawyers can 
avoid being part of them. Lawyers and legal staff persons alike will learn: why 
legal ethics isn’t an oxymoron, the “real” source of most bar complaints, and 
how to sue unto others as you would have them sue unto you.                         
 Sean Carter, Mesa, AZ  

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                 
                                                       

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

The Inheritance Threat: Proper Planning and Financing  
for Long-Term Health Care 

As the population ages, long-term health care becomes more crucial. This 
session provides guidelines for assuring that your clients have adequate plans 
in place.  
Susan Dawson-Tibbets, Peoria  
Constance Renzi, Aurora 

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                         
                  

11:20 – 12:50 p.m. LUNCH – Mega Center Exhibit Hall                                                                       

Meet our exhibitors while you enjoy beverages and a buffet lunch.                                  
Registered lawyer conference attendees only, please.

Program Schedule – Cont.
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1:00 – 2:05 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                        
21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

Winning with Power Point: Making Your Case to the Judge and Jury         

Briefs and words are not enough to win anymore. But creating a sophisticated 
electronic presentation can be costly. Learn how to use PowerPoint 2007 to 
develop winning presentations for hearings and trials and to better represent 
your clients. See examples of actual presentations, and learn the tricks of a 
seasoned PowerPoint user and advocate.  
Todd Flaming, Chicago                                   

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify 
                                                                                        

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

New Orleans 
Ballroom

Managing Employees in a Law Firm: Reducing the Risk of Ethical 
Violations and Motivating for Better Performance                 

Find out what motivates employees, why good ones leave and how to retain 
them, how to deal with office conflict and boost morale, how to do training and 
evaluations, and more.  
Paul J. Sullivan, Peoria                                       

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                     
                                     

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Tax Deferred Exchanges: Shifting from Forward into Reverse   

Most attorneys have the opportunity to represent clients on occasion in 
connection with tax deferred exchanges of real estate and are familiar with the 
basic forms used to complete these transactions. By taking a brief look at the 
historical evolution of the exchange since its inception in the IRS tax code in 
1921, this session will help those attending understand the actual “hows and 
whys” of the forms and the provisions in the forms. The session will continue 
with the evolution of the exchange into the various types of reverse exchanges 
and build-to-suit and property improvement exchanges permitted by the IRS. 
The session will conclude with a look at some practical tips that the attendees 
can use to avoid potential pitfalls and to enhance their ability to best represent 
their clients in these areas.  
Martin S. Edwards, Chicago  

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                           
                                          

2:15 – 3:20 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                          
21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

Having a Better OUTLOOK: Tips and Tricks on Serving  
Your Clients and Avoiding Malpractice                                     

Outlook is more than just an e-mail program. It can perform amazing feats. 
Learn how Outlook can make you a better lawyer and help avoid malpractice. 
Tips and tricks every lawyer can use.  
Trent Bush, Sterling  
Ross Kodner, Milwaukee 

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                   

Program Schedule – Cont.
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Effective & 
Ethical Practice

New Orleans 
Ballroom

Practice Development and Client Development for  
Solo and Small Firm Practitioners 

John Olmstead, St. Louis  
John T. Phipps, Champaign  
Roger L. Rutherford, Springfield  
Stuart H. Wolf, Arlington Heights 

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                      

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Representing Your Client in a Zoning Case- The Ultimate People’s Court          

Learn the layers of governmental control on land and how to obtain 
appropriate approvals for your client to navigate through the land use waters. 
The presenters will be discussing the types of municipal decision making that 
affects property, and how be best represent your clients to obtain the common 
forms of zoning approvals necessary in the regulatory climate of today.  
Robert Gamrath, Chicago  
David Sosin, Palos Heights                                  

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                             
                  

3:30 – 4:00 p.m. BREAK – Mega Center Exhibit Hall

4:10 – 5:15 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                      
21st Century Law

St. Charles Ballroom,  
Salon V & VI

Herding Cats: Dealing with Unruly Information-  
How to Store It, Find It, and Use It

Electronic information is unruly and hard to find. Experts from the field explain 
how you can store, find, and use electronic information as a lawyer.  
Jonathan Lyon, Lexis Nexis  
William Niro, Chicago  

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                      

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

New Orleans 
Ballroom

Boomers, What You Should Know As You Wind Down:  
Insurance, Social Security, Succession Planning and More

What is “tail” malpractice insurance coverage? Do you need it, and if so, how 
much do you need? And how do you sell your practice within the boundaries 
set by Illinois Supreme Court Rule 1.17?  
Kurt Bounds, ISBA Mutual Insurance Company  
John T. Phipps, Champaign  
John Ressler, Waukegan                                      

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                 
                                                        

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Avoiding Malpractice in Immigration Law Cases   

Immigration law is in the news, but you don’t want your mishandling of an 
immigration case to make headlines. This session highlights the risks and 
provides pointers for avoiding trouble.  
Carlina Tapia-Ruano, Chicago                              

1.0 MCLE credit hour; PMCLE to be applied for                                                        
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5:30 – 6:30 p.m. WELCOME RECEPTION – Bourbon Street and New Orleans Ballroom

Co-sponsored with DuPage County Bar Association & Kane County Bar Association                               

You and your registered family or guests are cordially invited to this casual  
meet-and-greet reception. Enjoy light hors d’oeuvres and an open bar.

Saturday, September 8 

7:00 a.m. REGISTRATION DESK OPENS – Mega Center Exhibit Hall

7:00 – 8:30 a.m. CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST – Mega Center Exhibit Hall

8:30 – 9:35 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                           
21st Century Law

New Orleans 
Ballroom

The Knights of the Tech Round Table: Problem Solving with the Experts

How to jumpstart your practice using technology. Come with your  
big-picture questions in hand and take advantage of the experts.  
Todd Flaming, Chicago  
Nerino Petro, Madison, WI  
Bryan Sims, Naperville   

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                     

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

Mega Center

Waivable and Unwaivable Conflicts of Interest                        

This session will review what constitutes a conflict of interest under the Illinois Rules 
of Professional Conduct, including which conflicts are unwaivable, and discuss 
whether clients can waive potential conflicts before they arise. The moderators 
will also cover the unique conflict issues that arise when representing closely held 
businesses, and when lawyers provide non-legal services to their clients. 
Daniel Feeney, Chicago                                                     
Jennifer Smiley, Chicago 

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                               
                                                         

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

The Rule 402 Conference: A Defibrillator for Your Dying  
DUI Case Which Presents New Options for Your Client 

This seminar is designed to assist attorneys in utilizing one of the best and most 
often underutilized tools in DUI litigation: the Rule 402 Conference. Learn how 
402 Conferences can stimulate and sometimes outright bring back to life that 
DUI case you thought was hopeless.  
Maryam Ahmad, Chicago (Moderator)  
Associate Judge Darron Bowden, Chicago  
Scott Criss, Chicago  
Charnelle Dunlap, Chicago

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                              
                                        

 friday-September 7 (Continued)
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9:45 – 10:50 a.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                            
21st Century Law

New Orleans 
Ballroom

21st Century Office: Tools to Make Your Practice More  
Efficient  Cool (and Practical) Tools for Lawyers                              

The title says it all for this entertaining and informative presentation.  
Ross Kodner, Milwaukee, WI  
Nerino Petro, Madison, WI                                 

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                      

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

Mega Center

ARDC: Advising Solos and Small Firm Practitioners on  
Issues Involving Trust Accounts, Fee and Referral                        

Learn the latest developments in trust account management, how to assure  
that your fee agreements pass ethical muster and minimize fee disputes,  
what’s permissible and what isn’t when it comes to referral fees, and more.  
Mary Andreoni, Chicago

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                      
                                                  

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Emerging Trends in Conflict Resolution: A Discussion of Arbitration, 
Mediation and Collaborative Law Issues                              

This panel will discuss emerging trends in conflict resolution, litigation-
avoidance techniques such as arbitration, mediation and the collaborative law.  
Sandra Crawford, Chicago  
Fred Lane, Glencoe  
Sheila Maloney, Chicago

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                      
                                                                                                                              

11:00 – 12:00 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                          
21st Century Law

New Orleans 
Ballroom

Finding Diamonds in the Rough: Legal Research Tricks  
to Zero in on the Good Stuff

The Internet has the research and information you need. Learn from an expert 
how to find the information you need quickly with only a web browser and an 
Internet connection.  
Catherine Sanders Reach, American Bar Association 

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                                                                                                                    
Effective & 
Ethical Practice

Mega Center

How to Administer Your Practice: Accounting and  
Tax Practices to Save You Money                                             

Joe Modica, CPA, CVA, Libertyville  
Douglas Taveirne, Libertyville

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                                                    
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Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Trial Workshop- Presenting an Effective Case from Start to Finish:  
Nuts and Bolts of Pre-Trial Procedure                                  

This first session in our three-part series focuses on effectively representing  
your client at the pre-trial stage and looks at pre-trial motions, discovery, 
motions in limine and more.  
Michelle Kohut, Chicago 

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
12:00 – 1:15 p.m. LUNCH & PLENARY PROGRAM –   Mega Center Exhibit Hall

Gizmos, Gadgets and Widgets                                    

Grab lunch from the fabulous buffet and settle in to hear about the good, the bad, and, yes, the ugly 
in new technology. You’ll be entertained and amused, possibly even informed, at this fast-moving 
presentation. Registered lawyer conference attendees only, please. 

Nerino J. Petro, Jr., Madison, WI  
Ross Kodner, Milwaukee, WI              
                                                      

1:30 – 2:35 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                               
21st Century Law

New Orleans 
Ballroom

E-Filing: Does It Work? A Look at the Bankruptcy and District Courts

See how e-filing works and how to make your practice more efficient  
by filing online. Learn the latest trends.  
Trent Bush, Sterling  
Peter LaSorsa, Mapleton 

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                                                                                                                    
Effective & 
Ethical Practice

Mega Center

Client Communications: Straight Talk about Fees                 

Learn how to establish clear expectations with clients about fee arrangements 
and the scope of work to be performed. Materials include sample letters and 
other documents designed to help attorneys avoid trouble.  
John Maville, Belvidere  

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                                                                                                                   
Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Trial Workshop- Presenting an Effective Case from Start to Finish: 
Effective Opening and Closing Presentations      

This second session in our three-part series offers tips for effective and 
persuasive opening and closing remarks.  
Justice R. Eugene Pincham (Ret.), Chicago 

1.0 MCLE credit hour                                                                                                          
                    

 saturday-September 8 (Continued)
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2:45 – 3:50 p.m. BREAKOUT SESSIONS  
Choose from three concurrent programs.                                                     
21st Century Law

New Orleans 
Ballroom

60 Tips in 60 Minutes                                        

Drink lots of coffee before this one, because you’ll get more useful tips and 
tricks in one hour than you can get from a team of consultants over months. 
You’ll get your money’s worth for the conference in this presentation alone.  
Todd Flaming, Chicago  
Ross Kodner, Milwaukee  
Adam Nelson, Barrington  
Nerino Petro, State Bar of Wisconsin  
Bryan Sims, Naperville 

MCLE credit to be determined- may or may not qualify                                                                                             
                                                              

Effective & 
Ethical Practice

Mega Center

Escaping Career Burnout: Ways to Balance Your Personal  
and Professional Life

Are you enjoying your life, family and work, or have you become a slave to 
your practice? How do you stay energized, effectively balance your life and 
work, and enjoy life and have fun? Here are the tools and tips you need to 
realize your potential and balance your personal and professional life.  
John Olmstead, St. Louis, MO

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including 1.0 hour APPROVED PMCLE                                      
                             

Substantive Law 

Broadway Ballroom

Trial Workshop- Presenting an Effective Case from Start to Finish: 
Preserving Your Client’s Rights on Appeal   

The third and final session in this series explains how to avoid ineffective 
assistance of counsel claims, what constitutes plain error, how to prepare a 
record in advance of trial that anyone can read, and more.  
Michele Jochner, Chicago  
Matthew Maloney, Princeton

1.0 MCLE credit hour, including .5 hours APPROVED PMCLE                                  
                                                                                              

4:00 p.m. ADJOURN                                                                     

A special thanks to the program moderators!

21st Century Law Track:	 Nerino Petro, State Bar of Wisconsin
			   Bryan Sims, Naperville

Effective & Ethical	 Hon. Edna Turkington-Viktora, Chicago
Practice Track:		  Bernard Wysocki, Waukegan

Substantive Law Track:	 Dawn Hallsten, Rockford
			   Michele Jochner, Chicago

 saturday-September 8 (Continued)


