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ILLINOIS STATE

BAR ASSOCIATION

JUDICIAL ADVISORY POLL

Seventh Judicial Circuit

Associate Judge Vacancy

October 2026

Associate Judge Vacancies

Candidates for associate judge vacancies in the Seventh Judicial Circuit have been rated in an advisory poll of lawyers conducted by the Illinois State Bar
Association (ISBA). Ballots were sent to all ISBA members who practice or reside in the 7th Judicial Circuit. Licensed Illinois attorneys who are not
members of the ISBA or are outside the circuit could request a ballot. The results of this poll are being released to the public at the request of Chief

Judge Ryan M. Cadigan.

Candidates are rated as “recommended” or “not recommended” based on whether respondents agree that the candidate “meets acceptable
requirements for the office.” Candidates must receive at least 60% “agree” responses to that question to be rated as “Recommended”. Percentage is
based on "agree" responses to each question; "no opinion" responses are not included.

Release of poll results occurs only when a minimum number of 30 opinionated ballots have been received.
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Robert V. Bonjean 99 94.68% 94.74% 96.88% 94.74% 95.70% 96.70% 92.47%
Ryan D. Byers 79 96.00% 95.77% 92.11% 90.41% 95.77% 97.18% 86.11%
Michael J. Drake 73 86.57% 88.24% 69.57% 85.51% 85.07% 86.76% 76.12%
Emily A. Fancher 35 96.88% 96.88% 96.77% 85.29% 90.91% 100.00% 87.50%
Kyle J. Frericks 40 94.87% 100.00% 97.22% 91.89% 89.19% 100.00% 89.19%
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Jordan J. Garrison 53 87.50% 76.60% 76.09% 89.58% 89.36% 86.36% 72.34%
Kelli E. Gordon 140 94.20% 89.78% 89.78% 89.93% 93.18% 92.48% 85.19%
Rex L. Gradeless 56 90.91% 94.44% 94.55% 94.44% 96.08% 92.73% 86.79%
Craig M. Grummel 54 91.49% 83.72% 91.49% 87.23% 86.96% 95.12% 83.33%
Michael S. Hampleman . - - - - - - -
Robert V. Hogue 65 85.00% 82.76% 78.33% 52.54% 67.24% 83.02% 52.63%
Amy L. Jackson 61 96.72% 93.33% 96.72% 93.44% 96.55% 94.55% 90.00%
Kateah M. McMasters 50 95.65% 93.18% 86.96% 75.51% 95.65% 91.49% 75.56%
Craig R. Miller 50 97.73% 95.35% 90.70% 83.72% 97.56% 97.50% 82.93%
lan W. Murphy 30 92.00% 95.65% 76.00% 60.00% 72.00% 90.91% 73.91%
Michael P. Murphy 43 95.24% 95.24% 88.10% 85.37% 82.50% 91.67% 80.00%
Felicia Page B B B B B B B ]

J. W. Pierceall 77 58.33% 52.17% 44.93% 44.74% 48.57% 72.73% 42.03%
J. Tyler Robinson 55 90.38% 85.19% 87.04% 89.09% 92.31% 88.00% 83.64%
Abby L. Sgro 95 83.70% 77.17% 83.72% 62.92% 79.76% 82.28% 60.92%
James S. Shovlin 34 93.94% 93.94% 96.77% 86.67% 96.77% 96.55% 89.66%
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Chad E. Turner 76 73.61% 66.67% 67.57% 68.57% 62.50% 80.00% 56.72%
Devin E. Vaughn 68 84.75% 83.33% 77.59% 67.24% 73.21% 82.35% 65.00%

Opinions expressed in the poll are of those attorneys who chose to respond and do not reflect the opinion of the lllinois State Bar Association or the opinion of all lllinois attorneys.




