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In 1931, the publication transformed from the 
Quarterly Bulletin into the Journal. The expenses 
of this new expanded format were soon covered, 
in part, by something absent from the Bulletin – 
advertisements. The ads, such as these from the 
January 1933 issue, introduced a new graphical  
element. 
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Illustrations and Graphics

As time progressed graphic art became an 
integral part of the presentation. By the 1950s, 
certain designs had been developed to signal 
recurring features. 

1930s 1950s 1970s 1990s 2010s1940s 1960s 1980s 2000s

With a change in direction in 1972 (Vol. 61), this style of illustrated 
introduction came to an abrupt end. The visuals became more 
clinical,  resembling a scientific or medical journal. Eventually, as 
the Journal returned to a more practical emphasis, illustrations 
again became an integral part of the presentation – matching the 
poetical aspects of practicing law with fashionable graphic art. 

For most readers, the illustrative style is cued on first sight by 
the cover. The covers from the early 1970s gave a very different 
impression from those of the last two decades. 
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By the end of the 50s, most 
featured articles were introduced  
with graphic art. The illustrations  
were often whimsical. Take, for  
example, the introductions to the 
featured articles in the September 
and November 1967 issues.
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As with illustrations, photographs did 
not appear until the publication changed 
its name in 1931. These photographs 
were staid headshots. The first photos, 
found in an oct. 1931 article titled 
“Who’s Who in Illinois Courts,” are 
typical of the first few years. 

Photography
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In recent years, the use of 
photos in the pages of the 
Journal has been limited 
to more pointed purposes 
– the prime example being 
the traditional placing of a 
face on the ISBA year in the 
form of the ISBA President. 

Today, Illinois Lawyer Now 
provides much of the cover-
age that had been delivered 
through still photography. 
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As the 30s came to an 
end, photographs were 
used to cover events 
and became an integral 
part of each issue. 
Initially, photos of 
events tended toward 
the ceremonious. 
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By the 1950s, photos of events were interspersed in most issues. often, 
these events were festive. Local activities, such as district meetings and 
local bar gatherings, and core ISBA activities, such as the formation of 
section councils and the ISBA annual meeting, were thoroughly covered 
through photography. Sometimes multiple-page layouts were presented 
under the title of “Camerama,” or later “Photo Story.” 

3 ➤

328 | ILLINOIS BAR JOURNAL | JULY 2011 | VOL. 99

 PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Legal Tech: Here Today, 
More Tomorrow
ISBA’s new president outlines his year to come, during which practice-
oriented legal technology will be front and center.

I
t is with great honor and ex-
citement that I take the reins to 
serve as the 135th President of 
the Illinois State Bar Associa-
tion. Many presidents preceded 

me, and no doubt many more will fol-
low. As we enter this new year, we will 
build on the programs of the past and 
create new pathways and future oppor-
tunities for each other.

The initiatives of our past presidents 
and membership will continue. John G. 
O’Brien made great strides in making 
diversity a priority. Mark D. Hassakis 
focused our attention on the need to 
reform the juvenile justice system. We 
will build upon these and other success-
ful programs.

Speaking of the past, I take great 
pride in the fact that I am the sec-
ond ISBA president from my law firm, 
Amari & Locallo. My law partner, 
Leonard F. Amari, served the asso-
ciation admirably as the 112th Presi-
dent in 1989-90. Shortly thereafter, 
he formed Amari & Locallo with my 
brother and law partner, Joseph F. Lo-
callo, Jr. Today we consist of nine law-
yers – a number that mirrors the size 
of a typical ISBA law firm – and we all 
face the same issue… remaining effec-
tive in a competitive economy.

As we look to the future, we see a 
legal profession performing during un-
certain times. The U.S. economy and 
globalization have made American 
business lean and efficient, resulting 
in increased pressure on the legal pro-
fession. Law firms are competing with 
non-lawyer websites and offshore com-
petition.

As our economy recovers, the busi-
nesses that survive will be those that 
best use technology. And since we live 
in a legal world where e-filing and e-
discovery are heated topics, we too 
must embrace these technologies in 
order for our practices to succeed. We 
must become more efficient to compete 

and provide better services, so that we 
can have more time to do what we do 
best – be lawyers and counsel our cli-
ents.

For years, the ISBA has helped law-
yers become better lawyers, and now 
we are asking the ISBA to take the lead 
in educating its membership in the use 
of legal technology. The 
ISBA will review, recom-
mend, and in some in-
stances, offer the latest 
legal technologies.

Technology makes 
practice easier and 
better

We will be giving our 
members more practice 
management and legal 
technology information 
and resources. We will 
be providing content and services in 
practice management software, docu-
ment storage, data retrieval and merger, 
cloud computing, and virtual offices.

We are currently exploring provid-

ing legal forms in key practice areas to 
our members. This will result in easier, 
quicker, and more efficient document 
assembly.

We have expanded our strategic 
marketing to electronic media. We have 
improved our Illinois Lawyer Finder 
lawyer referral service. The entire pub-

lic website has been redesigned, mak-
ing it much more attractive and easy to 
use. Multimedia formats will speak to 
the public. Search engine optimization 

By John G. Locallo

I take great pride in the fact that I am 
the second ISBA president from my 

law firm, Amari & Locallo.

John G. Locallo

John G. Locallo is a partner in Amari & Locallo, which has offices in 
Chicago and Bloomingdale. He concentrates his practice in real estate tax  
assessment. He earned his undergraduate degree in accounting at the  
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign campus in 1982 and his law degree at 
Chicago-Kent College of Law-IIT in 1986, where he also received an LL.M  
in taxation in 1992. He is a CPA.

He was ISBA treasurer in 2007 and has been a member of the Board of 
Governors since 2004. He served on the Assembly from 1996-2004 and was 
vice-chair of the ISBA State and Local Taxation Section Council in 2003. He is 
a member of the Illinois Bar Foundation Board of Directors, where he served 
as Fellows Chair. 

He is a former president of the Chicago-Kent College of Law-IIT Alumni 
Board of Directors and of the Justinian Society of Lawyers. He received the 
Distinguished Service Award from Chicago-Kent in 2002, the L. Sanford Blustin 
Award, North Suburban Bar Association in 2010, and will receive the Justinian 
Society’s Man of the Year Award later in 2011.
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