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ILLINOIS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

educate thousands of children each day. 
These schools are directly regulated and 
reviewed by the state, the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE). However, 
many homeschooled children’s education 
slips through the cracks in Illinois. Most 
states have some type of regulations and 

monitoring in place, yet Illinois is in the 
minority with the fewest regulations and 
no monitoring regarding homeschooling. 

The Illinois School Code, 105 ILCS 
5/26-1 et seq., governs Illinois schools, 
including homeschooling requirements 
and regulations. The Illinois School Code is 
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IT IS MY PLEASURE TO 

INTRODUCE your incoming Family Law 
Section Council Chair, Staci Balbirer. If 
you know Staci, then chances are you love 
her. She is upbeat, bubbly, and a great 
person to talk to. As a matter of fact, Staci 
began speaking in full sentences at 11 
months old, and by her own admission, 
she hasn’t stopped since!

Staci decided to become an attorney 
during her senior year of college, knowing 
that family law would be her specialty. 
Every job she has had, including summer 
positions, has all been in the area of family 
law. Although Staci knows it sounds 
cliché, her choice to become an attorney 
was driven by her desire to help people, 
especially through the hardest times of 
their lives. 

Staci graduated from Lehigh University 
in 2006 before continuing on to the John 
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Family Law Section Council Chair Jessica 
Patchik (right) was recognized at the Family 
Law Section Council Meeting during the 
Annual Meeting in Lincolnshire. Staci L. 
Balbirer will serve as the chair for 2025-26.
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Marshall Law School (now the University 
of Illinois Chicago School of Law), 
graduating in 2009. Staci has been married 
to her husband Steve for almost 12 years. 
They have two daughters, Maddie, age 8, 
and Abbi, age 5. Let’s not forget Poppi, the 
family’s mini Goldendoodle. When not 
working, Staci loves to play tennis and 
paddle, and read psychological thrillers.

Staci says that she was lucky to get a 
job straight out of law school at a firm that 
took the time to mentor, teach, and train 
her. She learned the nuts and bolts of how 
to draft pleadings and was taught how to 
act in the courtroom. According to Staci, 
in our business, reputation is everything, 
and her first job gave her the tools to build 
one she is proud of.

Staci is a partner at Davis Friedman, 
where she specializes in family law. While 
Staci is proficient in all aspects of family 
law, she thinks the Hague Convention 
is especially fascinating and has started 
taking on more cases with international 
components. When asked what she enjoys 
about practicing, Staci says that she loves 

her partners. She also loves being in the 
courtroom and finding creative solutions 
for her cases.

In terms of work-life balance after 
having children, Staci says that she tries 
to leave her “job” at the door for at least 
a couple of hours every night so she can 
spend time with her kids and family. She 
also believes that being a working mom 
helps her to come up with more practical 
solutions for her clients because her 
children face many of the same or similar 
issues.

So why choose the ISBA when there are 
so many bar associations out there? Staci 
says that there is no other organization 
that has the reach that the ISBA does. She 
also believes that her involvement with 
ISBA has given her a much better grasp of 
the changes in the law and what is coming 
down the pipeline. 

So, everyone, please give Staci a very 
warm welcome. I know the coming bar 
year will be fantastic with Staci as our 
fearless leader! n
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This is the newsletter of the ISBA’s Section on 
Family Law. Section newsletters are free to section 
members and published at least four times per 
year. Section membership dues are $35 per year.
To subscribe, visit www.isba.org/sections or call 
217-525-1760.

OFFICE
ILLINOIS BAR CENTER
424 S. SECOND STREET
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701
PHONES: 217-525-1760 OR 800-252-8908
WWW.ISBA.ORG

EDITORS
Matthew A. Kirsh
Sally K. Kolb

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
Celeste Niemann
 cniemann@isba.org

ART DIRECTOR
Ticara Turley
 tturley@isba.org

FAMILY LAW SECTION COUNCIL
Jessica Patchik, Chair
Staci L. Balbirer, Vice-Chair
Matthew M. Benson, Secretary
Wesley A. Gozia, Ex-Officio
Olivia Keya Basu
Hon. Arnold F. Blockman
Christopher W. Bohlen
Hon. Karen J. Bowes
Ron A. Cohen
Jean Louise Conde
Wes Cowell
Ashley D. Davis
Megan Rae DeDoncker
Hon. Grace G. Dickler
Elena M. Duarte
Annette M. Fernholz
Judd Z. Fineberg
Morris L. Harvey
Heather M. Hurst
Julie A. Johnson
Matthew A. Kirsh, Newsletter Co-Editor
Sally K. Kolb, Newsletter Co-Editor
Kathleen M. Kraft
Pamela J. Kuzniar, CLE Coordinator/CLE Liaison
Michael James Levy
Hon. Pamela E. Loza
Jessica C. Marshall
Hon. Timothy J. McJoynt
Rebecca B. Melzer
Genevieve E. Miller, Esq
Lisa M. Nyuli
Agnes Zielinski Olechno
Jason A. Pica, II
Arlette G. Porter
Melisa Quinones
Hon. Jeanne M. Reynolds
Susan W. Rogaliner
Curtis B. Ross
Hon. Regina A. Scannicchio
Hon. Maureen D. Schuette
Nancy Chausow Shafer
Amy Rebecca Silberstein
Leonid Sokolov
Michael S. Strauss
Rachael N. Toft
Angel M. Traub
Elizabeth Felt Wakeman
Hon. Tamika R. Walker
Erin M. Wilson
Richard A. Wilson
Leslie A. Wood
Richard W. Zuckerman
Jennifer Nicole Luczkowiak, Board Liaison
Tracye Rhea, Staff Liaison
Umberto S. Davi, Associate Member
Hon. Richard D. Felice, Associate Member
Hon. James F. McCluskey, Associate Member

DISCLAIMER: This newsletter is for subscribers’ personal use 
only; redistribution is prohibited. Copyright Illinois State Bar 
Association. Statements or expressions of opinion appearing 
herein are those of the authors and not necessarily those of 
the Association or Editors, and likewise the publication of any 
advertisement is not to be construed as an endorsement of the 
product or service offered unless it is specifically stated in the ad 
that there is such approval or endorsement.

Articles are prepared as an educational service to members 
of ISBA. They should not be relied upon as a substitute for 
individual legal research. 

The articles in this newsletter are not intended to be used and 
may not be relied on for penalty avoidance.

SHOULDN’T YOU BE AN IBJ AUTHOR? 
Write for the Illinois Bar Journal and...

• ESTABLISH YOURSELF AS A SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT.

• EARN FREE CLE CREDIT! (SEE RULE 795 (d)(7).)

• RECEIVE A FREE COMMERCIAL-PRINT GRADE PDF OF 
YOUR ARTICLE. 

ISBA.ORG/IBJ/MANUSCRIPTGUIDE



3 

extremely lenient and gives the guardians 
of minor children so much freedom 
of choice regarding homeschooling, 
providing extreme flexibility to do what 
they choose regarding education. This 
liberal homeschooling standard offers 
little accountability for guardians who 
abuse this system, oftentimes leading 
their child to truancy. Without tracking 
attendance, proof of teaching, and student 
progress, there is no real way to ensure 
homeschooled students are actually being 
educated and attending school. 

Under 105 ILCS 5/26-1, any person 
with custody or control of any child can 
legally pull their child out of school and 
homeschool them. Illinois requires all 
minor children ages six through 17 to 
attend public school in their district unless 
there is an exception in the statute, such as 
private schooling. “Any child attending a 

private or parochial school where children 
are taught the branches of education 
taught to children of corresponding age 
and grade in the public schools, and where 
the instruction of the child in the branches 
of education is in the English language.” 
105 ILCS 5/26-1 (1). Illinois courts have 
held that homeschooling constitutes a 
private school so long as the required 
subjects are being taught and the student 
receives an education equivalent to public 
schools. People v. Levisen, 404 Ill. 574, 90 
N.E.2d 213 (1950). 

The only regulation Illinois has 
regarding homeschooling is that certain 
subject areas are required to be taught 
in homeschooling. Following 105 ILCS 
5/26-1 and 27-1, if you homeschool your 
child, you must provide instruction in 
English and subject areas of language 
arts, mathematics, biological and 

physical science, social science, fine 
arts, and physical development and 
health. However, Illinois does not have 
any specific class requirements for 
homeschooled students. Therefore, of 
the above subject area requirements, 
no specific courses are required to be 
taught, allowing guardians to design 
their homeschool program with much 
flexibility. The ISBE does not monitor this 
regulation of subject matter, and the state 
does not ensure guardians actually teach 
this required subject matter. This could 
potentially cause educational neglect for 
homeschooled children, yet according 
to educational lawyers, ISBE, the Illinois 
Association of Regional Superintendents 
of Schools, or the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services will not 
investigate this issue. Although there 
is a requirement for subject areas to be 
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Alcohol Monitoring 
that Wins Family 
Law Cases

Verified Results

Test Received

Soberlink delivers unbeatable reliability 
for family court’s toughest cases.

714.975.7200 | familylaw@soberlink.com

Join the 10k+ Family Law Professionals who trust our 
expertise in alcohol monitoring. Click here to 

Schedule a Lunch & Learn
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taught, there are no class requirements 
for homeschooling. Illinois has no 
specific mandatory courses to be taught 
in homeschool. Illinois allows guardians 
to design their homeschool program on 
courses they deem fit. For example, one 
does not need to teach Calculus in the 
required subject area of mathematics. 
Illinois allows parents to design their 
homeschool program and gives much 
flexibility.

Unlike most other states, Illinois does 
not require guardians who homeschool 
their child to register their child with any 
state agency or school district. The state 
does not require forms, licenses, check-
ins, or approvals for homeschooling. 
Additionally, there are no requirements 
on the number, length, or days of 
homeschooling. Homeschool classes can 
occur at any time of day and any day of the 
week. 

There are no requirements or criteria 

for guardians to meet to qualify as an 
adequate educator, even if the guardian 
is not educated themselves. The educator 
at the child’s homeschool, whether a 
guardian, tutor, or hired company, is 
not required to administer tests to the 
child or submit those results to any state 
agency. Educators advise guardians 
who homeschool their child to follow 
public school high school graduation 
requirements if their child plans on 
attending college, as well as administer 
tests and track those scores. Universities 
and colleges often require a GPA and 
an SAT or ACT score for enrollment. 
They also may use SAT or ACT scores 
to make admission decisions and award 
scholarships. But again, this is all advised 
information and not required. 

The lack of oversight regarding 
homeschooling has been a long debate 
between state officials and citizens 
in Illinois. Recently, there have been 

legislative efforts to provide more 
regulations and oversight for homeschool 
education through a proposed act titled 
“Homeschool Act” (HB2827). Illinois 
Representative Terra Costa Howard 
introduced this act on February 6, 2025. 
The Homeschool Act would introduce 
more oversight, ensure students receive 
proper education, and aim to increase 
accountability for guardians who 
homeschool their children. This Act could 
create a way for states to monitor and 
regulate homeschool education. However, 
there is significant pushback from the 
people of Chicago. Over 70,000 people 
have filed witness slips to oppose the Act 
and show their lack of support for the 
Act, according to NBC 5 Chicago. The 
proposed act has not been enacted into 
law, and the Illinois School Code, 105 
ILCS 5/26-1, is the current homeschooling 
statute. n
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FOR SALE
Law Practices

isba.org/practice-for-sale

Looking to take down your shingle and 
move into the next phase of your life?
The ISBA has launched a new Law Practices 
for Sale service where sellers can post for-sale 
practices or firms, and buyers can browse listings 
and get connected with sellers. The service is 
available to all lawyers—rural or urban, boutique 
or general, solo practice or firm.
 
Listings for ISBA members cost $200 and will 
remain available for viewing on the ISBA website 
for three months. Additional months can be 
purchased for $50 per month. For non-ISBA 
members, listings cost $300 for three months, 
with additional months costing $50 per month.

List Your For-Sale Practice Today!


