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LAWYERS DO CARE:
ASSISTANCE IN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

If there’s anything 2020 has taught us so far, it’s that nothing is guaranteed. Since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve learned that activities as simple as enjoying a meal with friends
or heading into the office are not necessarily a given. Like many organizations, the IBF will be
faced with great challenges in the year to come, but thanks to the continued support of our
community, we have been able to continue our work supporting attorneys and access to justice
for those most in need around Illinois. In fact, despite these difficult times, we have also found
the opportunity to give back to our profession through our newest initiative, the COVID-19
Lawyers Care Relief Fund.

Thanks to a generous cy pres award directed to the IBF by our friends at Edelson PC, the Board
of Directors established the COVID-19 Lawyers Care Relief Fund in recognition of the
catastrophic effect the pandemic health crisis could have on our colleagues, particularly those
working as solo practitioners or in small practices. In June, the Relief Fund began providing
grants to lawyers struggling to meet their basic needs as courthouses closed and business
slowed.

As of this writing, the COVID-19 Lawyers Care Relief Fund has distributed over $125,000 to
our colleagues in need around the State of Illinois, providing one-time, lump sum payments to
offer a helping hand during these trying times. We are proud to say that thanks to our original
Edelson cy pres award, coupled with an additional cy pres award directed to us by Zimmerman
Law Offices and generous donations from attorneys around the state looking for a way to help,
we have been able to fund qualified applications from recipients working in every appellate
district in Illinois.

For more information or ways to help, visit www.IllinoisBarFoundation.org

EDELSON SPECIAL PROJECT GRANTS
Thanks to the generosity and leadership of Edelson PC, the IBF recently awarded three
special project grants to organizations providing support to students and their families as
they struggle to keep up with remote learning and provide the special education support they
are no longer receiving in schools. Our Edelson Special Project Grants, distributed to
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services, Equip for Equality, and the James B. Moran Center for
Youth Advocacy, have enabled the IBF to help more families in our communities overcome
significant challenges in an innovative way.


