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FOREWORD

Larly last year [ wrote a letter to all Presidents of
the local and organized bar associations in Hlineis urg-
ing that each association submit its history in brief for
publication in a special Centennial publication of the
Minois State Bar Association. | am gratified that 32

associations responded to that plea. This publication is
the fulfilbment of that gosl

The ISBA and local bar associations have had a close
relationship in furthering the work of the organized bar
from the very first day the ISBA was organized. TJudge
Stephen R. Moore of Kankakee, who is given credit for
initiating the move to found the ISBA, recognized the
importance of local bars when he wrote a letter to the
editor of the Chicago Legal News i 1878 arging that
each county bar send at least two delegates to attend
the organizational meeting of the ISBA on January 4,
1877, Thirty-seven local bars, some of which were al
ready organized associations, responded to the call
Cighty-eight lawvers attended the meeting.

This special Centennial publication is dedicated to
those thousands of local ‘bar officers and members, living
and dead, who have contributed so much to the work of
ISBA over the past 100 vears. Without their generous
contribution of time and effort, the ISBA would not be
what it is today.

The local bars have furnished personnel for the work
of ISBA committees and sections. They have maintained
their own committees to keep an eve on any unauthor-
ized practice of law in thelr communities and on any

violations of prefessional ethics. Many have maintained
tegal aid and lowver referral offices for the Denefit of the
public. And many have helped fomulate and deaft leg-
and have worked closely with

the courts o improve court procedures,

istation to improve lows,

In addition, many bar associations have contributed
citizens on their legal rights. Such

ta the education of lay
projects us the “Law in American Society” program. Law
Day observances, and "Know Your Legal Rights” courses
tor adults have helped the public better understand the

value of law in evervday life.

In the recent past a new dimension has been added
t the relabionship of I5BA and local bar associations.
The creation of the ISBA Assembly in 1972 as the
supreme governing board of the Association has resulted
in a closer tie between the 1ISBA and the local and organ-
ized bar associztions, Each cireuit in the state has two
or more Assembly delegates to represent the local bars
in Assembly deliberations, This setup worked extremely
well in the recent special Assembly session on advertis-
ing and specialization when numercus local bar associa-
tions voiced their stand on these matters through their
Assembly delegates, and there is no reason to believe
that it will not continue to function well in representing
the local bars’ views in the future, This feedback from
local bar associations has been one of the healthiest
developments in decades in the work of the organized
bar of linois.

The past 100 years is replete with accomplishments
ot local and organized bar assoctations for the good of
Loth the legal profession and the public. Some of these
achievements have been publicized by the press, but
most of them have gone unnoticed and the only reward
the local bars have received is the satisfaction of a joh
well done.

With the advancement of technology and new meth-
ods of dotng things, it is certain that the next 100 vears
will be even more fruithel for Jocal and organized bar
associations in Hinois

Francis J. Householter
President
{linois State Bar Association
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ADAMS COUNTY BAR

THE QUINCY BAR ASSOCIATION, THE FORERUNXNER
OF THE ADAMS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION,
WAS ESTABLISHED A CENTURY AGO.

By DUANE L. MARTIN And JOHN T, INGHRAM?

g‘——“"“““g REVIEW of the history of
§ the Adams Countv Bar,
% a:spe*ci:&iy its early history,
|

s comparable to a reca-
i}ihilélti{)ﬁ of the early his-
tory of Illinois, They are
one and the same. This
was the Bar of the “Military Tract”,
that portion of the state situated be-
tween  the IHlinois and  Mississippi
Rivers, and south of the latitude of
Rock Istand which had been reserved
by the federal government for the

A

g,
3

P Vi |

o
”’:“9? (
rfé”

soldiers of the War of 1812, the
“Tract” being also known as the

“Bounty Lands”

The complex issues arising from the
collision between the clalmants to
these lands under government patent
and those under state tax title, the
buying, selling, and transference of
the patents, many held by those who
could not or did not intend to live
on arkl develop the land, with the ac-
companying conflicts and errors in
canveyance, opened at once an arena
for the development and disply of
the highest grade of legal talent and
the need for it.

For a score or more vears subse-
quent to 1825, the Adwmns County Bar
stood prominent in public recognition
of its capacity, ability and success, It
should be noted that Quincy, the
County Seat, was for those times, a
ing community. Not only
the heart of the “Alitary

bt it was fortunately located

Tiu{\
an the Mississippi Biver, which was

i broad highwav of travell upon
whose waters moved thonsands of
ermigrants from the East who had

4/15BA

traveled down the Ohio River, some
destined for St. Louis and west, others
proceeding northward and eventually
populating the charming river cities
of Mineis, Missouri and Towa. It was
a busy, outgoing era. Quincy was at

one time the third largest city in
illinois,
With people come troubles and

probiems and the necessity for their
solution. In this new, effervescent
milien and heady abnosphere, leading
legal lights gathered and strove, the
broad land questions were litigated
and the lawyers from Adams County
made their periodical tours through-
out the “Tract,” where their names
were as familiar as household words
as thev attended the semiannual cir
cuits of the court. These were men
of attuinments, of prestige, early
Nestors of the Bar, who by thelr rec-
ords lent distinction to the County
Bar.

A minute histery of the early Adams
County Bar conld well draw upon the
datly wcts, words and deeds of every-
one before the Bar and of every judge
sitting on the Bench, as all made their
mark, Thme, space and the definition
of true history prevents this nor would
such a recital be possible or have in-
terest or value, It is the broad sweep,
the highlights in which we are in-
terested,

The a{?:l vements of a ramber of
were oufstanding. On
thie :men of rhau ne-
Hon and attainment.  The ea
i ’3% %hv Adams County C© ;rauﬁé

c i known, was ]n%n Yorceke
Saswver, & native of Vermont., He sus-

tained an excellent reputation for in-
tegrity and ability and was better
cducated than the majority of lawvers
of his fime. He was appointed in the
session of 152425 and two vears later
was legislated out of office by the
law of 1826-27 which repealed the
cireuit court system and gave the
Supreme Court Judges circuit duty.

Tudge Sawver's first court was held
in July 1825, in a sixteen foot square
cabin on Front Street in Quiney near
the foot of Vermont Street. The judge
was of remarkable sive weighing
around four hundred pounds. He was
of a genial nature and his probity and
acguirements made him popular and
respected during his twe vear term.
His wit was proverbial. “Madam,”
he said to an old Quincy landlady,
“ain't your cows of éiﬂ@;‘eni colors?™
“Yes,” she said, “We've got "em black
and uhlte, red, and spotted.”  “1
thought so,” said the Judge, "Your
butter speckles that way”

Judge Sawyer was succeeded by
one of the Supreme Judges, Samuel
D, Lockwood from Central New York,
He became the first lcensed lawver
in Linois, May 14, 15819, Politically
he was a Whig, subsequently a mem-
ber of the Republican party. He re-
tired from the bench in 1848,

Requiring the Supreme Judges to
do cir{'ﬁi\ duty became so burden-
some that m 1831 a partial rz:g}r,,hsmzm
ton of the judicial svste
and a Fifth }uchcnj { froy
itshed comprising the
To this Richard 3L 3’{){1

[ET




a Kentucldan, was appointed. He
was elected to the Senale in 1837,
was later uppointed to the United
States Supreme Court, was Clerk of
the House of Representatives in
Washington and alse became Com-
missioner of the General Land Office.
He was foliowed by James H. Ralston,
another Kentuckian, in 1837, and he
was succeeded by Peter Lott of New
Jersey, who was retired in 1341 under
the aperation of the reorganization of
the judiciary law.

In 1‘34{) 41 t?‘sc‘* I}&}}{;{?r%i’ic P@rt’»

\s,lih the wndmon of the Smprt,me
Court, which was composed of four
]zzéffes three Whigs and one Demo-
crat, all of whom he}d office for life
ander the Constitution, reorganized
the judiciary by abelishing the circuit
judge system. mustering them all out
and adding fve judges to the Su-
preme Court (all Democrats} impos-
ing circuit court duty upon them.
Judge then followed judge, all equally
entitled to remembrance, leaving ex-
cellent records and their mark upon
the Bar and community theyv served.

Under the last reorganization the
Supreme Court Iz;dgc appointment
for this District was Stephen A. Doug-
las, who assumed office in 1841, Judge

Douglas was nationally known and.

his career as a judge was popular and
creditable. He had vexatious ques-
tions to defermine connecied with
the Mormoens whe had settled in THi-
nois communities, and the prickly
question of the division of Adams
County, which created contlicting
twimzs at the time, but Douglas man-
aged to retain Wm;mdl gonﬁdﬁnce
Douglas was elect eé to Congress in
1943 defeating Orville H. Browning
campaign

of Quincy, after an able
waged by both,

He was succeeded hy |
Thomas. The father of Jud
was oue of the frst two U
senators and the anthor amons
“Missouri Compromi He was sue-
ceeded by Norman H, Pur rpie who
was of sing wes for his high

The sixth of the seven
The sbove monument mar

ion, Precise, prompt and brief
his rulings he held alike the confi-
dence of the Bar and public. He
served until 1545 and was followed

by William A, Minshad! of Schuyler
County,

The Constitution of 1848 made
judges elective and at the same time

disunited Adams and Peoria counties.
Previously the judiciary had been re-
moved from immediate connection
with purty politics, When the judicial
office was made popularly elective,
partisan feeling wus thrown into the
contest with the utmost bitterness, Tt
i5 hard now to realize the amount of
acrimeny  throughout the state that
ioilowed these frst judicial elections.

Judge Minshall was suceceded by
Ounias Skinner in 15851 when Adams
and Hancock Counties were created
separate circults, Skinner, a native of
New York, had been a prominent
biwyer in Hancock and Adams Coun-
Hes. His later residence was in
Quincy. He was a man of more than

fe.

Unsiglas debastes was held Cotober 13

ordiary intelieet, with great legal
aptitude, hampered by limited educa-
ton, His native ability and foree of
character lifted him sbove the last
defect to a front rank among lawvers
and furists. A vacaney occurred in the
‘m;\r{ me Court and in 1855 he was
eclected over Stephen T. Logan and
Charles Constable, two highly emi-
nent lawvers, }udw*( ()R-‘p? Sibley
succeeded Skinner serving \m%z% 1879,

Sibley was succeeded by Judse
John H. Williams until 1886, followed
by Willlam Marsh to 1861, The fol-
lowing circuit judges are mentioned
as there are those living who yet re-
member these men and their accom-
plishments: Oscar P. Bonney serving
trom 1891-1897, John C. Bro&dx w ho
served from 1897 to 1903 fol lowed
by Albert Akers whose record was
commendable. He was succended by
Fred G, Woife who served until 1957,
followed by John T. Reardon who
served until 1978 when he was ap-
pointed to the Illinois Appellate

PESE ar Quingy.
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ADAMS (cont)

Eéaé seh. Since Judge Reardon the

ni} }& pr@wnth graced by excel-
hose names are presently
sty xwii known that they need pot be
ted here.
s far this chronology has been
concerned with those occupving the
ch. During Wil this period the
vidual lawver bad worked, bum-
ing the midnight oil, serving his Mis-
tress the Law and his community.
There were giants in those days,
strong men now passed away. Less
learned  than those who followed
them, they were the peers and more
of their successors. The founders and
framers of our great commonwealth
were the voung, ambitious, adven-
turous men who lived, struggled and
exceeded their inherent resource. Na-
tive genius, intuitional capacity, hard
work and sharpened keenness result-
ing from constant mental celiision
with their peers and devotion to the
law, marked the lawyers of early
davs. Some had little formal educa-
Hom, A smattering of Blackstone, Com-
mon Law Pleading and Real Estate
Law were their only tools,

The first lawyer to make Quincy

Orville W, Browning, Quincy, President of
the iEnois State Bar Association in 1881

£/1SBA

his residerce was Louis Masquerre,
who came to the then village in about
1827 and his arrival was seon in-
ereased by new members: 1. H.
Ralston, Archibald Williams, Orville
H. Browning, John E. jefiers, Judge
Young, Thomas Ford {afterwards
Governor of the state 7, Henrv Asbury,
Jaumes N. Whitnev, Andrew Johnson,
O B Lawrence {afterwards a State
Sapreme Court Judge ), C. A, Warren,
and A. Wheat, Many distinguished
themsslves,

Orville H. Browning came to
Quiney in 1831 from Kentucky, He
had great ahility and once established,
political honor sought him. In 1836
he was elected to the Hlinois Senate,
serving four vears and was again
elected in 1842, He was a2 Whig can-
didate for Congress but was defeated.
Upon the death of Senator Douglas,
Browning was appointed to fill the
vagant seat until a successor could
be elected. President Johnson later
appointed him Secretary of the In-
terior in which office he acquitted
hBimself with signal success.  After
retiring from the Cabinet he resumed
his practice in Quincy,

Browning was elected the third
President of the Illinois State Bar
Association in 1881, but he died he-
fore his one-vear term ended.

One other Quiney lawyer — George
H., Wilson — was elected the 49th
President of the Hlinols State Bar
Association and served in 1926-27,
the yvear ISBA’s 30th anniversary was
observed.

General James W. Singleton, promi-
nent in the Adams County Bar, was
twice clected to the legislature and
also to the Constitutional Convention
of 1848, During the Morman troubles
at Nauvoo, he was assigned by the
Governor to tzke command of the
military at that point. He was greatly
responsible  for the railroad from
Camp Point to Meredosia and during
the Bebellion was sent on a mision
to Richmond, Virgiciz, by President
Lincoln in the hope of dissuading
the Confederates from continuing the

v
George H. Wilson, Quincy, President of the

Hiinois State Bar Association in 1826227,
the Asscciation’s 50th Amniversary vear.

struggle. His mission failed. In 1568
he was nominated for Congress in the
Fourth District, was defeated and
then in 1575 was elected to that body.

William A, Richardson should he
remembered. He served in the Black
Hawk War with distinction. He was
elected to the Hlinois Senate in 1844
and wag chosen Speaker. He served
in the Mexican War and was pro-
moted m the field after the Battle of
Buena Vista, He was elected to Con-
gress in 1847 serving untdl 1856, In
1857 he was made governor of Ne-
braska which was in the wildest con-
fusion, no civil laws, and few criminal
laws. He established there a crimi-
nal code based on Ilinois” code and
a civil practice code based on Ohio’s
code. In 1860 he returned to Quincy
and was elected to the US. Senate
to fill the unexpired term of Douglas,
his term expiring in 1565,

The Bar was replete with men of
ability and only a few can appear
here. Mention should be made of
Jackson Crimshaw, Collector of In-
ternal Hevenue for the Fourth Dis-
trict, and Archibald Willisms, whe
wag offered o seat on the US So-
preme Courd which he refused he-
cause of advaneed age. In 1849 he
was appointed by President Tuylor,
District Attorney for Iineis and in




1661 was appointed by Lincoln as
US. District Judge of Kansas.

In the early days of the settlement
of the western part of 1linois, mem-
bers of the bar and court were not
as schooled and as well read in the
law as lawyers and judges of later
times, but their good sense and quick
fudgment made ample amends for
these shortcomings. As early as 1831,
the fudicial circuit of Quiney was in-
cluded in the District in which Chi-
ago was situated, and also the Galena
District. '

The judge and lawvers unsually
made the circuit on horseback. The
lawyers and judzes mingled in com-
mon, ate, drank, smoked, joked, and
disputed together, The judge at a
tavern had the spare room, i one
were available, and  the lawyers
hunked easily together in the “omni-
bus”, as the big, many bedded room
was called. There they discussed,
dissected, worried, and fought over
whatever legal point was raised.

John Tillson, in speaking of the
early Dbar, its members and practice
said:

“It was well known that during all
the early period of state history, the

prominence of Quincy and the Adams
County Bar was an admitted Hlinois

fact. Here were taught, needed, and

developed, the stalwart qualities that
attach to and beloken the most com-
plete fruitien of legal excellence, as
attained in the recognition, study,
comprehension, and application of the
checure and limitless principles and
history of that noblest portion of juris-
prudencs ~—land law.”

Law in those days demanded dif-
ferent qualities from its votaries than
now, Of books there were few. Au-
thorities and precedents slumbered
not in great, handy Hbraries. The en-
tire collection of law haoks of the
“Bounty Tract” could hardly today
fll the shelves of the ordinary lawyer's
library, Those lawvers of Adams
County who obtained brosd repute,
whether engaged in counsel or litiga-
tion, relied on native shility and re-
sources, remernbrance of past reading,
and the readiness with which legal

principles, drawn from the above by
intuition, could be applied to the
matter at hand,

The Bar in the early davs was a
sort of familv. Al traveled circuit,
went to every county on “court week.”
The court houses were rough log
houses and the furniture was primi-
tive but the bench and bar were
always Blled with character, knowl-
edge, and dignity. There was more
Qair, drama, charisma, adventuresome
spirit, and reliance on their own merit
among the early members of the bar.
This appears sharply today in the
general lowering of forensic ahility
among those of the present bar. In-
stead of a dry report te the court,
vesterday’s lawyers took advantage of
all their knowledge, their summations
to the court being replete with literary
referetices and examples. The court
today has little time or patience for
this eloguence and no doubt would
be unimpressed by the lawver who
paraded such extra-legal learning. The
present lawvers too seern fo have
less Hexibility of thought when com-
pared with the early bar. It is para-
doxical that this age of expanding

Circuit Judge Johr T, Resrdonm, Quincy, i3
z former Chairmar of the Mational Confer.

ance of State Trisl Judges, and has held ather
ratinnal offices in the American Bar Associa-
Me iz a former Chief ludge of the
Eighth Judicial Clrouit,

science and broader vision has re-
sulted 1 a dulling of the imagination
and a reverting to the irivial and
unimportant.  This may be due o
the packaging of cducation and the
stuggering complexity and multiplicity
of our present day law. There is little
time tor the kwwver today to browse,
meditate, and philosophize. In the
past, the space before the har was
crowded at every sitting of the eircuit
court by lawvers, whe, though not
having a present cause, came to criti-
cally listen to the pleading and argu-
ments ot their fellow lawvers. How-
ever, it mmust be suid that the concept
and administration of law and justice
today, transcends far bevond any con-
cept the past envisioned.

A healthy bar presupposes a bar
association and in 1876 the Quincy
Bar Association was formed as most
of the lawvers lived in Quincy. It was
not until later that it became the
Adams County Bar Association. The
stated object of the association was
“to establish and mamtain the honor
and dignity of the profession of law,
to cultivate social intercourse among
its members and increase its useful-
ness by promoting the due adminis-
tration of justice.”

Orville H. Browning was the first
president, William Marsh and Alex-
ander Wheat, vice-presidents, Rufus
L. Miller, Secretary and Tames T.
Carroll, Treasurer. Also there was
set up and appointed a Board of
Managers and Committee on Admnis-
stons. The Asscciation had the nucleus
of a law library and secured the use
of a library room in the then, new
Court House, which also the
meeting place of the Associstion. This
library grew as a result of the Bar's
active and progressive interest, some
volumes being purchased, others were
contributed by mem

bers. In or around

1915-20, it was said that the lbrary
contained about three thousand vol-
vord tg be the

umes aned was be

ISBAST




5 DAMS (cont.)

Wick, a lawver, was the librarien,
The present lzbvf v i3 exce ,
based wpo ¢

2 engris, ang-

mented by .
Heatione 1t is sdmind =0 By o e
mittee  shich carcfolly seie ;
purchases and emplovs a dlw
T onst of ‘H‘htzi ra by i
ap ever mosying one - ick hal thee
far heen met by fees pls conriy wad
bar cmtributions,

In recoutiing e pust of the bag,
the names and achievemonts of many
former lawvers and judges have been
omitied. Each had his place In bar
history, was part and parcel of it
This bar has had its share of brilliant
lawyers, wise judges, causes celebré,
problems, and bar activities. Its mem-
bers have served with credit in Consti-
tutional Conventions, committees on
changes in cur laws and Practice Act
ity judges have served on the appel-
late court bench and on state and
national committees,

For over twelve vears the Eighth
Judicial Circuit has been fortunate
to have Judge John T. Reardon as
its Chief Judge. He has recently re-
tired from this honor. Judge Reardon
has been recognized far bheyond
Adams County and his Cireait.

On the state level Judge Reardon
has been a member of the Illinois
Judicial Inquiry Board, the appoint.
ment to which by the State Supreme
Court is but one of many outstanding
services rendered to the state. On
the national level Judge Reardon has
served as chalrman of the National
Conference of State Trial Judges; as
director and faculty advisor for the
National College of the Stute Judici-
ary; chairman-elect and chairman of
the Council for the ABA Judical
Administration Division; chairman of
the Committee on Automobile Acci-
dent Heparation; chafrman of the
commitiee to chtain adoption of the
Code of Judicial Conduct; and a mem-

8/ISBA

ker of the commission on Standards
of Tudicial Administration. At the
1976 meeting of the American Bar
Association, he veceived a Cerfifioate
of Tribuie for se‘:rvisc to the acinm;
Admni LRAL ru
ing his sinietra-
tizn ood adivial commeterce. Tnlg
leardor bas served on numerous e
dicial fegal panels dwming Gils
carecr, vel has L teined Dorerest ool
been active in romrmunity and ofvic
affairs. Flis has been a long carest
devoted {o the services of the s
Succesding Judge Rearden as Clisf
szdo“e is Judge Richard F. Schoiz. He
has alrendy had a long career of ser-
vice and he is widely known through-
out our state. During his term as
county judge beginning in 1935, he
was asked to accept the appointment
as interim judge of the County Court
of Cook County after Otto Kerner re-
signed to seek the governorship. This
honor he declined because of his ob-
ligation to the people of Adams
County. He later became an Associ-
ate Circuit Judge and was elected
Circuit ]udﬂ{, of the Eighth Judicial
Circnit in November 1964, Through-
out his career he has been broad in
hig interests serving on numerous com-
mittees and commissions. His true
interest has mainly been in the fleld
of juvenile affairs where he has been
especially active, He served as a mem-
ber of the Advisory Board to President
Kenmedy's Committee on Juvenile De-
linquency and Youth Crime, as a
member of the Advisory Committee
on the Community Services Division
by the Hlinols Youth Commission, on
the State Advisory Board to Children’s
Services of the Department of Mental
Health, was past Chatrman of the
Jovenile Problems Committee, Judi-
cial Conference of Hinois and other
simflar comunittess too numerous to
recount, He, like Judge Reardon, has
ahways been active in the develop-
ment of our courts and judicial sys-
tem vet has never lost h;s atfinity to
Ez;s community manifested by serving
on imsumerable civic projects.

I oF
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The Adarms County Bar Association
meets nnee a month, some meetings
heing marked principaily by friendly

and take, others more sericus,
g discussions of problems con-
s the nwver and the Bar, The
Assoristion hes observed Low Ty
with the enthusiasm and dignity 3t
deserves. Thousands of students and
citizens have witnessed moot coust
proceedings prosentod in the court
house and ir tie schools of Quincy
amt the County. The speakers have
heen excellent and Judge Bichard
Mills of Virginia, a Judge «f the 8th
Judicial District, was signally honored
this past veor by the American Bar
Association ss the author of the most
cutstanding Law Day Speech. The
bar wid judges are presently working
with @ comittee to reopen end im-
prove the Youth Home which stems
from a need to better house and care
for unfortunate and delinquent chil
dren. In keeping with the times, an
indigent committee has been ap-
pointed consisting of four attorneys
with an assisting roster of thirty, Its
two sessions a month, meeting with
clents, and advising with them, have
rendered o fine service to the com-
munity. At this time there is being
formed an Eighth Judicial Circnit
Bar Association, the formuation of
which is being spearheaded by the
Adams County Bar. The purpose
would be to standardize court pro-
cedure throughoet the circuit, bring
the ideas of the entire cireuit to bear
on problems confronting the bar and,
in general, to promote friendship
among the several associations in the
circuit. The local bar has also for
the past seversl years, promoted a
Boy and Girl Scout Treop for those
who are interested in pursuing the
law as a profession. This sponsorship
has proven to be both interesting and
rewarding, All activities of the
are worthwhile but their primary iz
portance Hes in the promotion of
triendship and good rapport among

its members.




CASS COUNTY BAR

CASs COUNTY, SITE OF THE ARMSTRONG ALMANAC
TRIAL AND ONCE HOME OF MOUND BUILDERS,
IS SERVED TODAY BY TWENTY LAWYERS

OBRMED in 1837, Cass
County is located in West
Central Nlinois between
@ | Sangamon County
! (Springfield} and the Illi-
&ﬂs nois Biver, With a popu-
lation of 14,000 persons,
the county is agriculturally oriented
with some light and medium industry
located in the Illinois River valley at
Beardstown.

Beardstown, the oldest community
in the county, was platted in 1529,
Originally occupied by IHini and
Mascouten Indians, the village had
once been the home of the Mound
Builders who constructed a mound
over 80 feet high and 500 feet in

By L. MILTON McCLURE®

diameter. The community was desig-
nated the first county seat and court
was held there for the lirst time on
November 13, 1837 with the grand
jury returning thirty indictments: two
for selling liguor illegally, one for
murder, and twenty-seven for gaming
and keeping a gaming house. {The
jury was evidently no respecter of
persons, for amonyg those indicted for
gaming was a high official of the
court and county!}

In 1839 the county seat was offi-
cially moved to the City of Virginia
by legislative act. However, the offi-
cial records remained in Beardstown
for several weeks until taken to Vir-
ginia by citizens of that community

b,

The Beardstown courthouse where the famous "Duff Armstrong Almanase Trial” was held
bay 7, 1ESE Lircoln wsed an abmansc in the trial to discredit the testimony of the
prosecution’s chief witness and win acguittal of his client, Duff Armstrong,

with great stealth and under cover
of darkness. In 1845 the county seat
was once again moved to the City
of Beardstown where it remained un-
til the Supreme Court determined the
outcome of a hotly contested election
in 1872 which retwrned the county
seat to Virginia. City of Beardstown
v. City of Virginig, 76 1l 34, 1874,
rehearing 81 IIL. 541, 1876,

The famous “Duff Armstrong Alma-
nuae Trial” was held in Beardstown on
May 7, 1838, At the time no very
great importance was attached to the
case except by the parties directly
interested. The notoriety was occa-
sioned solely by the fact that Abra-
ham Lincoln appeared for the de-
fendant, Duff Armstrong, and by his
able management of the case and his
eloquent argument to the jury suc-
ceeded in clearing his client by using
an almanac to diseredit the testimony
of the prosecution’s chief witness.
History records the incident to prove
the humble origin and philosophy of
Mr. Lincoln who just three vears prior
to his election as President served as
defense counsel without pay for the
son of a friend with whom he boarded
in New Salem more than 20 vears pre-
vigusly,

Many hours have heen spent by
law students considering the follow-
ing document which purports to be
a deed written in poetry by a Cass
County lawver. Is it o valid deed?

I, J. Hesry 8hew, the grantor hersin,

Who Hves al Beardsto -— the county

* OF Beaydstowy
Bar Association,

. memibey of Case Coynty

HBASY




CASS {cont.)

for Seven Hundred Doliars to me paid
today

By Charles E. Wyman, do sell and
convey —-

Lot Two () — in Bleek Forty (48)
said county and town,

Where Ilincis River flows placidly
down,

And warrant the titie forever and ave,

Waiving homestead and maznsion, fo
hoth a goodby,

And pledging this deed 18 valid in law,

{ add my signature,

Dated — July 25, 1851

{seal)

J. Henry Shaw

I, SBylvester Hmmons, who lives at
Beardstown,

A Justice of Peace of fame and renowsn,

Of the county of Cass in [linois state,

Da certify here that on the same date

One J, Henry Shaw to me made Xnown

That the sbove deed and name were
hiz own,

And he stated he zealed and delivered
the same

Rickard W. Mills, Virginia, grandfather of
Appellate Judge Richard H. Milly, Virginia,
The former became 8 member of the llingls
State Bar Assoclation in 1577, the founding
vear of the [SBA.
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His homesiead therein bul lefi alil
alone

Tuyrned his face {o the strest and his
hack to his home.

Dated — August 1, 1881

{seal)
S. Emmons 4. P

There are presently 20 attorneys
who are members of the Cass County
Bar Association of whom two are
serving as fudges. The two Judges
are Circuit Judge Fred W. Reither
and Appellate Judge Richard H. Mills,
hoth of Virginia, IiL

Two families have served the county
in the legal profession for a century
and thelr descendants continue this
tradition: Richard W. Mills com-
menced practice in 1870 and Milton
MeClare in 1881,

The former became a member of
the Illinois State Bar Association in
1877, the year the ISBA was founded.
Two sons of Richard W, Mills became
lawvers — Epler C. Mills, now prac-
ticing in Virginia, IIL, a former State

Richard H, Mills, Virginia, who was slected
an appeHate judge of the <th Appellate
Court diztrict in 1978, after servinig seversi
vears as a Circuit Judge of the Sth Judicial
Cireyit.

Senator, and Myron E. Mills, Jackson-
ville, a former Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral of lllinois, now deceased. Rich-
ard H. Mills, Virginia, son of Myron
Mills, is, as mentioned, an Appellate
Judge of the Fourth District.

Milton McClure’s son, Lloyd M.
McClure, was also a lawver and prac-
ticed in Beardstown, Lloyd M., Mc-
Clure is survived by a son, Milton
MeClare, and the ktter’s two soms,
L. Milton McClure and George 5.
McClure, all three of whom practice
faw in Beardstown. Milton McClure's
brother, James E. McClure, also a
tawyer, practices in Elmhurst.

S I




CHRISTIAN COUNTY BAR

TWO MEMBERS OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY BAR
WERLE MEMBERS OF THE SUPREME COURT

l HE lawyers of Christian
i county have practiced in
three courthouses,  The
@ |f fist one was a small
frame building on the
corner of the Taylorville
square. At present, it is
on the grounds of the Christian Coun-
ty Historical Society and has been
restored to its original condition,

It is hallowed ground. There prac-
ticed Abrabam Lineoln and Stephen
A, Douglas. Cirenit Judge David
Davis of Bloomington, later a member
of the U.S. Supreme Court, held court
there. This was while “"Christian™ was
still Dane County, before an influx
of Kentucky settlers resulted in the

e

Walter M. Provine, Taviorville, President of
the Hiinots State Bar Association in 1918419,

OF ILLINOIS
By SCOTT HOOVER®
change of is pame after Christian

County, Kentucky., At this time the
county was in the 8th Circuit. Later

. it was placed in the 17th Circuit and

later still in the 4th in which it pres-
ently is located.

The county has had many promi-
nent lawvers, two of whom, James
Ricks and Harry B. Hershey, served
in the lllinois Supreme Court.

The second court house was huilt
after the Civil War and was placed
in the center of the Taylorville square,
where the present building, built in
1802, is located. This edifice is of con-
crete blocks, resembling stone and was
recently “done over” on the third fHoor
where three small court rooms now do
a rushing business. The writer con-
fesses himself an “old timer” when
he expresses dislike of the modern
tiny court rooms which have hecome,
necessarily, the vogue and admits that
he misses the old "barn loft” court
rooms, a few of which are still to be
found here and there in the state.

The Christinn County Bar Associa-
tion was founded in 1805, with John
E. Hogan elected its first President
and A. . Sittler its first secretary-
treasurer,

The writer recalls a humorous in-
cident ceeurring shortly after his own
admission in 1933, Mr, Sittler was
sill treasurer and one of the elder
members was [ A, Merry, a very
competent but very Irrascible and
“comtrary” lawver. Merry refused to
pay his dues until Sittler made & full
report of the financial condition of the
Association. Sitiler, also s hard-headed
man, refused to “report” until Merry

“paid up”. Finally, somehow, the im-
passe was broken. The books bal-
anced to a penny, as evervone knew
they would, and “Jack™ Merry “paid
up’, as everyone knew he would,

Another humorous incident is re-
called. When Lincoln and Douglas
were, at one time, here in the “old
days” some hogs got loose under the
courthouse and made a fearful racket.
With a perfectly straight face, Lin-
coln rose and said, “Your Honor, 1
move the Court to issue a Writ of
Quietus to be served by the sheriff,
on those critters so we can hear our-
selves think!” What was actually done,
history does not say!

* O Taylorville, member of Christian Coune
ty Bar Assoclation,

Harry B, Mershey, Taviorville, 3 member of
thae lilinois Supreme Couwrt from 1957
1966 and Chisf Justice in 1955 and 1958
and Y198 and 1962,
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CHRISTIAN (cont.)

The Association has always been
a forerunner on civic matters in the
county and is still quite active and
meets regularly, sometimes with “out-
side” speakers to keep us country
boys {and girls] up to datel

At present, the President is Robert
Broverman of Taylorville, and the
secretary-treasurer is Robert Beyers of
Pana,

One of Christian County’s lawyers
~ Walter M. Provine — had the dis-
tinction of being President of the Ili-
nois State Bar Association. Serving
as President in 1915-189, Mr. Provine
also was one of the signers of ISBAs
charter which was granted by Secre-
tary of State Lewis . Stevenson,
father of the late Governor Adlai E.
Stevenson, on March 1, 1916,

The writer recalls the “old days”
when every jury frial was a personal
combat between counsel. He remem-
bers Honorable Harry B. Hershey, his
son Richard, Carl H, Prichs of Pana,

Aeros M. Pinkerton, Mot Sorings, Ark., prac-
ticed law for many vears in Tavierdlle be-
fore becoming Exscutive Director of the -
rofs State Bar Association in 1952
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John Fribley of the same city, John E.
Fogan, Leslie Taylor, Charles E. Bliss,
John W. Coale, State’s Attorney dur-
ing the terrible “mine war” of the
30's, Harold Broverman and others
who bristled, roared and “fought like
tigers”, much fo the amusement of
juries, and who were tough opponents
in Court, as the writer, a very mild

AR

sort of “barrister”, learned many times
in his day,

All this has passed by in Christian
County and probably the administra-
tion of justice has heen enhanced,
certainly the decorum of the court
rooms, but to this “old timer”, now
retired, it “isn't any fun anymore”.

8 T

The Christiary County Courthouse in Taylorvitle,




COLES COUNTY BAR

LINCOLN PRACTICED EXTENSIVELY IN COLES
COUNTY AND MANY OTHER LAWYE

INCLUDING CARL ALBERT, R

OLES County has abways
had a most honorable and
active Bar. We have been
indeed fortunate to have
such capable lawvers prac.
Heing in this county. They
are indeed a credit to

themselves and this community.

The Coles County History of 1579
states on page 292 thereof about the
first Charleston lawyer as follows:

“Col. A, P. Dunbar came from the
Dark and Bloody Ground.” He is a
wative of Fleming County and came to
Hiinois in 1828 but returned to Ken-
tucky where he read law and was
admitted to the har, und in 1831 came
baek to Coles County and located in
Charleston and was the first lawyer
to hang out a ‘shingle in this city,”

The first Courthouse was erected
in Charleston in 1831 down by the
town branch.(Coles County History
1879, page 245.; The Coles County
History of 1906 contains a photograph
of the Courthouse erected at the pres-
ent location in 1835 with the addition
thereto added in 1565,

Abraham Lincoln, of course, was
well known in this county, Doctor
Coleman’s book “Abraham Lincoln
and Caoles County, Hlinois” has a
chapter telling about Lincoln’s law
practice in Coles County. This was
not Lincoln's home, which was Spring.
field, but the book points out that f1om
1841 ta 1857 Lineoln had considerable
law business in Coles County, Lin-
coln's father and step-mother had a
cabin at one time not far from Shiloh
Cemetery where they are now buried.

e
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IN THE COUNTY

By CRAIG VAN METER®

Lincoln also visited in this county
with other relatives.

Lincoln had a lawyer contemporary
in Charleston, Iiinois, Col. Orlando
B. Ficklin. Ficklin had been a men-
ber of Congress when Lincoln was
also & member. Col. Ficklin was a
Democrat and not a member of Lin-
coln’s Republican party. At the time
of the Charleston debate on Septem-
ber 18, 1858, when Lincoln was run-
ning against Stephen A. Douglas, Col,
Ficklin was on the platform of the
Charleston debate sitting with Mr.
Douglas, and in his speech Douglas
made a statement that Lincoln had
voted i Congress against sending
supplies to our troops in Mexico dur-
ing the Mexican War. Thereupon,

H, Ogden Brainard, Charleston, President of
the [linois State Bar Association in 1970.7 ,

RS OF NOTE,
ESIDED

Lincoln jumped up and grabbed Col.
Ficklin and took him to the front of
the platform and told the crowd that
Ficklin knew that was not true. Fick
lin, who was sitting with Douglas,
looked astonished and aceording to
local tradition said that Lincoln was
correct,

However, Dr. Coleman in hic book,
said what Ficklin actually sajd was
that Lincoln had veted for a resolu-
tion that the President had done
wrong in sending troops to Mexico
in the first place. The said Resolu-
tion, however, did not prohibit the
sending of supplies to the troops who
were in Mexico.

Col. Ficklin was a very experienced
trial lawyer. He was attorney for indi-
vidual plaintiffs in the early days in
many railroad crossing accident cases.
In one of these cases he summarized
the testimony of the witnesses for the
railroad. who testified for the railroad
agaist Ficklin's client and told the
jury in his closing argument the fol-
lowing, “They saw with but a single
eve, they heard with but a single ear
and their tales tracked like the wheels
of a new Schuttler wagon.”

Col. Ficklin was one of the 88 law-
vers who met on Jan 4, 1877 m
Springfield to organize the Illinois
State Bar Association.

My grandfather, James W. Craig,
was born in 1844 and raised and Bved
in Morgan Township, Coles County,
Hlinois. He was younger than Col
Ficklin. After teaching school to earn

®OE Matic
County Bar As

. Coteg-Cur
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iSBA/13




4 two vear law course where he grad-
uated affer twe vears and later was
acdmitted to the bar as a lawyer in
1567, Grandfather often tok! about
how he was admitted. They had dif-
fercnt court districts then but ap-
parently we were even then in the
same court district as Danville, Tli-
nois, the home of the Honorable
Joseph Canvon, a lawyer who was in
the House of Representatives of the
United States, and who for many,
many vears was the Speaker of the
House and the most powerful political
person in the Congress. When my
grandfather applied to the Court to
e admitted to the bar the Judge
asked Uncle Joe Cannon, as he was
called, to examine my grandfather.
Grandfather said Unele Joe asked him
a few questions and after my grand-
father answered the guestions Uncle
Joe said “Jim, I'n damped if T lmow
whether vou auswered all of these
questions right but you should have;
vou've received a diploma from the
University of Michigan, you should
know. I pass you,” and the Court
then admitted him to practice law.
After being admitted my grandfather
was associated with Col. Ficklin in
his office in Charleston from 1867 to
18658, when he moved to Mattoon
and opened his office in the same
building in the 1800 block of Broad-
way in Mattoon where the Crailg &
Craig law office is still located. For
ars, from the time that the office
opened in 1865 until the early
190, it was customary for the law-
vers in Mattoon going to Charleston
to Court in the moraing to catch the
early freight on the Big Four about
B30 am. and go to Court, returaing at

night on the same freight, There were
no paved roads, and no astomobiles,
Early in the 1900°s an interurban be-
tween Mattoon and Charleston was
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built so that made it casier for the
Mattoon lawyers fo get to Court and
hack.

My grandfather wag elected Cireuit
Judge in 1903 and served one term
until 1909, He was a Democrat and
lived in Coles County, Most of the
Circuit Judges who were Coles County
residents prior to that Hme were Re-
publicans. I, his grandson, another
Democrat was elected Cirenit Judge
from Coles County in 1833, thirty
vears later. T rode in on the ceat
tuils of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Judze John Marshall was a greatly
respected Judge in the Fifth Judicial
Circuit, Judge Marshall of Charleston
was an excellent lawyer and judge
and conducted a fine court.

Ben F. Anderson, later Judge An-
derson, and I tried an aecident case
on opposite sides in Judge Marshall's
court before a jury shortly after we
were both admitted to practice. In
later vears Judge Marshall chided us
both about the manner in which we
proceeded in picking the jury, We
were both, at that time, guite inex-
perienced in Court procedure. Judge

i_

Cirmait Judge Harey | Harrmah, Matioon,
iudoe of the Fifth Circuit for many vears,
now deceased.

Marshall left a son, Thomas Marshall,
a Harvard Law School graduate, who
was the head of a law firm in Chicago
at the time of his death several yvears
ago.

Another Charleston judge of re-
nown was Frank K. Dunn, who was
elected to the Supreme Court of Tili-
nois for three 9 vear terms, a total
of 27 vears. On his retirement he
was associated for several vears with
Mr. James Y. Kelly, a lawver of
Charleston, [Hinois. now deceased.
Mr. Kelly had been Judge Dunn's
secretary and clerk when Judge Dunn
was on the Supreme Court.

Also, a Charleston Circnit Judge
was Judge Charles A. Shuey, who was
a very fair and honorable man. When
I think of Judge Shuey I am alwayvs
reminded of when Casper Platt of
Danville, Crende! Bennett of Marshall
and I, three young Democrats, were
ranning for Circuit Judges in 1833
against the three Republican sitting
Judwes of whom Judge Shuey was
one. We campaigned vigorously and
one day we went to a small Church
near Westville south of Danville. We
all three made our talks, Neither
Judge Shuey, nor any of the Repub-
licans were there. When we finished
one of the deacons said to us, "Which
one of you men is Judge Shuey? He
is the one I'm for”

John Kincaid was also a well known
lawyer in Charleston and County
Judge not too many vears ago as was
also Judge T. Noble Cofer.

Charles C. Lee of Charleston was
a man of sirong character and had a
fine sense of humer. He was an indi-
vidual who had his own opinions and
stuck with them. He wrote very ex-
cellent poetry, some of which has been
preserved.

Albert Anderson was 2 most capable
Charleston lawyver. He and his two
sons, Ben F. Anderson, later Judge,
and Herbert Anderson, later a City
Judge of Charleston, whe moved o
Chicago and became General Counsel
of the Pullman Company, were a most




successful and respected law frm in
Charleston.

H. Ogden Brainard of Charleston,
member of the frm of Brainard
Bower & Kramer of Charleston, is
one of the most respected lawyers in
Hlinois. He was President of the
Hlinots State Bar Association n 1970-
71 and presently is a Delegate to the
House of Delegates of the American
Bar Association. This is an honor that
very few lawvers will ever attain,

In Mattoon for many vears one of
the leading law firms was the firm of
James Vause and Cuarl Kiger. They
were both able lawyers and fine gentle-
men. They are both now deceased. In
the Craig & Craig law firm the origi-
nal partners were Judge James W,
Craig and Isaac B. Craig, his brother.
Isaac B. Craig was ten years younger
than James W. Craig and joined the
firm at a later date than 1868. Later
Isaac B, Craig, who is now deceased

left the firm and was with the firm of
Craig & Kinzel for a number of years.

Lireolns and Dougles staged one of their debates at Charleston or Se ptermbear 1
art August 21, Freeport on August 27, Joneshboro on September 13, Galesburg

After he left the firm, Edward C.
Craig, James W, Craig, Jr. and Don-
ald B. Craig, all sons of Judge James
W. Craig, joined the firm. They are
all now deceased. Edward C. Craig
left the firm in 1923 to go to Chicago
with the Iilinois Central Railroad and
later became General Counsel of that
frm. Two other fine partners of the
firm of Craig & Craig were Fred H.
Kelly and Robert M. Werden. They
were both able lawyers and were with
the firm for many vears,

Another former attorney in Mattoon
during the oil boom was Carl Albert,
who came here about 1938 or 1939
with Tom E. Grace, now Judge Grace,
in the Land Department of The Carter
Oil Company. Later the two opened
their own office in Mattoon. Carl
Albert is a graduate of the University
ot Oklahoma and a Rhodes Scholar,
When World War II came along Al-
bert and Grace both were in the army
and Albert became a Lisutenant Col-
onel. After the war he returned to

Ollahoma and ran and was elected
to the US. House of Representatives
for several terms and became Speaker
of the House of Representatives, one
of the highest positions in Washing-
ton, Carl was born i the small town
ot Flowery Mound, Oklahoma akso
known as Bug Tussle,

b previcusly mentioned the frm of
Craig & Kinzel. Mr. Fred Kinzel later
opened his own firm after [sane B
Craig had retived. and later William
Kidwell became associated with Mr
Kinzel in the practice of law. He
was a most careful and eficient law-
ver and he was a former member of
the Mattoon Schoel Board and took
much interest in school athletics, He
never married. He was a financially
successtul man and gave Kinzel Field
to the Mattoon School District and in
his will left 4 sum of money to every
stenographer who had ever worked
in his office. During his lifetime and
in his will he also provided for a
sister.

£

8, Y838 a5 shown here. Other debates were held at Citawa
on Oricber 7, Quincy on October 13 and Alon or October 15,
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COLES {cont.}

Another lawver to whom Mattoon
owes much was Judge Clarence Doug-
las, who served for many vears as
City Judge of the City Court of
Mattcon. He was a most capable
indge and successful in his business.
When he passed away he left a large
sum of money for the establishment
of the Douglas Nursing Center. Mrs.
Helen Douglas Hart, his widow, es.
tablished a city park on Lafavette
Avenue and 17th Street in honer of
the memory of Judge Douglas, When
Clarence and Helen were married,
some of the voung people, including
the Fred H. Kellys, the MeClintocks,
and Llovd Moores and the Van
Meters, decided to surprise them at
their residence on Lafayette Avenue
in Mattoon shortly after they re-
turned from their honeymoon. 1t was
in the dead of winter, terribly cold.
The McClintocks lived on a farm at
the northeast edge of Mattoon and
had horses, mules and a sleigh. Stan

McClintock put a hay rack on the
sleigh and hitched 2 team of mules
to the sleigh and we all rode down
Broadway in zero weather in the
sleigh with Marjorie Kellv, who was
then pregnant. riding one of the mules
and Florence Groniger McClintock
riding the other mule. We drove to
the Douglas houss and beat on the
door and alter a while Douglas came
up from the basement, where he had
been working on the coal furnace
which was not working properly,
Clarence and Helen let us alt in and
we had a fine evening.

City Judge John McNutt of Mat
toon, who has been deceased for many
vears, was 1 well known lawyer and
City Judge in Mattoon. Brvan H. Tiv-
nen was another active, well known
and successful lawyer in Mattoon,
Thomas Figenbaum, also deceased,
was a younger lawyer associated with
Mr. Tivnen for a number of years.

Figenbaum used to tell this story on
himself. A voung Chinese boy in his
teens worked for Walter Davison, a
company lawyer in Mattoon with the
Carter Oil Company, during the oil

The Coles County Courthouse,
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boom starting in the late 1930's. The
Chinese bov's name was Jo Wing Dot.
Figenbaum became acquainted with
Jo at the Hotel US. Grant where
many of the oil men transacted busi-
ness. One day Figenbaum said to this
Chinese hoy, “Jo Wing Dot, that's a
furmy name.” Jo then replied “Figen-
baum is a funny name tool”

I feel that I am neglecting many
able lawvers in Coles County. We
have muny lawyers who were State’s
Attorneys and also, we are fortunate
to hiave such excellent and responsible
judges who live in our county, headed
by Chief Circuit fudge facob Berko-
witz. I feel that they are all ad-
ministering their dnties and offices in
an excellent manner and to the best
of their ability,

We also greatly miss Circuit Judge
Harry I Hannsh, now deceased. He
was an able lawyer and a good judge.
There is much more that could he
said and favorable comments that
could be made about the lawyers who
are not living and practiving in Coles
County but as I said before, that is
not yet history. What is history are
those who preceded us in the past
and the good records that they have
all established.

S

Astprngy Craig Van Meter, Mattaon, 3 parte

rer i the frm of Cralg & Crafg which has
beer in existernce for more than a cenfury,




DeKALB COUNTY BAR

A GOVERNOR, AND A FEDERAL APPEALS JUDGE

CAME FROM THE RANKS

OF THE DE KALB COUNTY BAR

T e~ TEKALB County is privi-
| leged to have been served
' by many illustrious mem-

| bers of the Bar during its
? | history, some of whom
| have attained the high
distinction of being ele-
vated to serve as a Justice of the
Supreme Court of Hinois, others to
serve as members of the United States
Federal Distriet Court or the United
States Cireujt Court of Appeals.

The first session of the Circuit Court
of DeKalb County was held on Oc-
tober 9, 1838 with Judge John Pear-
son, of Danville, presiding. It was
held at Coltonville about two miles
west of Sycamore { the present County
seal}, in the house of Rufus Colton.

The first courthouse was con-
structed in Sycamore and was ready
for use in Junme, 1839 where it has
stood ever since. Judge Thomas Ford
was the presiding judge and con-
tinued as such until the vear 1841,

The first lawyer to practice law in
DeKallb County was John A. Cruthers
who located in Coltonville when the
village was laid out in 1837. He
maved to Ottawa, however, when the
county seat was moved to Syvcamore
because he sought a wider ficld for
work,

The second lawyer who located in
DeKalb County in the 18307 was
Andrew |, Brown who practiced but
a short while in this area. Some
others who located in the county be-
tween the years 1837 and 1548 were
Messrs, Masters, Favor, E. L. Mayo
and W, | Hunt. E. L. Mavo was the
only one who established a perma-

By ROY C. RACINE®

nently successful practice, and re-
mained in the county. He also served
as County Judge for three terms {1549
to 1857 and also served a fowrth
term from 18537 to 1865. He was con-
sidered an outstanding man in his
profession in his time.

In 1849 Jchn L. Beveridge opened
a law office in Sycamore, but later
moved to Evanston and afterward be-
came Governor of [llinois.

Every county in IHlinois has had a
mumber of men considered to be
either leaders of men, leading ad-
vocates of the law, or leading trial
lawyers. The DeKalb County Bar
forms no exception in that respect,
and the following are mentioned as
being such outstanding memhers of
the Bar or members of the bench in
DekKalb County:

The Honorable George S. Robinson
whe, in 1868, became associzted with
the Honorable Charles Kellum and
served as County Judge in the vears
1877 to 1882, He was considered a
man of outstanding ability in the field
of law. He served under Governors
John M. Palmer, John L. Beveridge,
and Shelby M. Cullom on the State
Board of Public Charities until he
resigned for private business reasons,

The Honorable Luther Lowell
clected County Judge in 1869, served
until 1879 He was an asbute lawver
and by nature peculiarly fitted o he
a judge and brought the probate prac-
tice in that Court to a high standard
of excellence, Lowell was considered
one of the best chancery and probate
fawvers in northern Hlinois i his time.

The Honorable Charles Kellum,

who began practice in Sveamore on
Muarch 17, 1855, became Judge of the
i2th Circuit in 1879, and served until
[897. The Circuit then was comprised
of DeKalb, Boone, McHenry, Lake,
Kane, DuPage, and Kendall Counties.
During his 18 vears on the bench,
he was always regarded as a fair,
impartial and able judge. His rulings
established many precedents which
were sustained by the higher courts.

Duane ]. Carnes, whese practice
began in Sycamore in the vear 1875
together with his partners W. C. Kel-
lum and George W. Dunton, who
were associated, it is said, in nearly
all the important cases that came
before the DeKalb County Bar during
their time. Mr. Carnes’ special forte
was that of an advocate with a high
degree of skill as a jury trial Tawver.
He served as Circuit Judge in this
county from 1907 until 1919 and was
highly respected.

The Honorable W. L. Pond who
began practice in DeKalb in Septem-
ber 18584, and became County Judge
in 1888 continuing to serve in that
capacity until the vear 1930. e was
highly esteemed by his fellowmen and
was considered an outstanding judge
with Jegal acamen; he served as a
jucze longer than any other DeKalb
County Judge.

The Honorable Charles A, Bishop
began practice in Sveamore in 1880,
and was elected County Judge in
1590, He was elected Cirenit Tudge

&3
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DE KALB {cont.)

of the 16th Judicial Circuit in May
1598, which circuit was then com-
prised of DeKalb, Kane, DuPage and
Kendali Counties. He had a good
fegal mind and was considered an
ountstanding and impartial judge.

Thomas M. Cliffe, James W. Cliffe,
and Adam C. Cliffe, {three brothers
who located in Sycamore] began a
partnership in the practice of law in
the vear 1591. Thomas M. Clitfe was
a noted trial lawver and was counsel
in many noted trials which tock place
in DeKalb County and surrounding
counties. He was considered a vigor-
cus advocate both in law and in poli-
tics in this part of the state. James
W. Cliffe was also noted as a skillful
trial lawyer and was very active in
politics. Adam C. Cliffe, the youngest
member of the firm, was a very highly
respected attorney. He was commis-
sioned Circuit Judge of this county
on Febraary 16, 1920 and served until
he was appointed to the United States
District Court in Chicago in 1923,
He served in that capacity until June
12, 1928, He was highly respected
by all members of the Bar who knew
him and attained a high respect as
a judge.

The Honorable Cassius Poust served
as State’s Attorney of DeKalb County
for two terms, and became Cireuit
Judge of the 16th Judicial Circuit on
June 5, 1951, which circuit included
DeKalh, Kane, DuPage, and Kendall
Counties. He served in that capacity
until December 18, 1969, when he
retired on account of poor health.
In addition to being considered an
outstanding lawyer and citizen in his
comraunity, he became a member of
the Ilinois National Guard in Svea-
more i 1817, and served in the mil
tary service of his country in the first
and secomd world wars, ending his
career in the military service as a
Brigadier General. He was also an
Assistant United States Distriet At
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torney in Chicago under the United
States District Attorney George E. Q.
Johnson during both his terms.

The Honorable William J. Fuiton
was admitted to the bar in the year
1900, and came to Sycamore in that
same vear. He became associated
with the firm of Carnes, Dunton, and
Faisler, a prominent law firm in Syca-
more. In the vear 1904, he opened
his awn office in Sycamore and con-
tinuously carried on his law practice
which was extensive In nature, until
March 26, 1923, when he was commis-
sipned a Circait Judge of the 16th Ju-
dicial Cireuit in DeKalb County, and
served in that capacity until 1942,
when he was elected to the Supreme
Court of the State of [linois, He
served as a member of the Supreme
Court until late in the year 1954, when
he resigned because of the continued
ill health of his wife. He was Chief
Justice of that Court in 1944-1945,
and again in 1948-1949. During ali
his vears on the bench, he was much
revered by all the members of the

tatham Castle, Sandwich, served as Attormey
General of tHinois from 1953 1o 1959

Bar in [linois and was highly re-
spected as a judge, with outstanding
judicial temperament, and at all times
a fair and impartial judge. He also
was possessed of a good legal mind.

The Honorable Latham Castle
served as State’s Attorney for De-
Kalb County beginning in the year
1928 and for three successive terms.
He then served as County Judge from
1942 to 1650, He also served as At-
torney General of the State of [ilinois
beginning January 1, 1933, and re-
tired from that office in May 1859,
when he was appointed to the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals by
President Eisenhower. He is still a
Justice of that Court serving in a
Senior Status. He was Chief Justice
of that Court in the year 1968, His
career in the legal profession has been
outstanding and he enjoys the respect
of everyone in this county.

The Honorable Carl A. Swanson Jr.
served as State’s Attorney of this
County beginning in the year 1956,
and continued to so serve until the
year 1963, when in December of
that year he was commissioned Cir-
cuit Judge of the 16th Judicial Cireuit.
He is presently Chief Circuit | udge in
DeKalh County. He has conducted
himself as a judge with good judicial
temperament and lends every effort
to be fair and impartial in the legal
matters which come before him.

There of course have been many
other members of the Bar in this
County who have been able advocates
in the exercise of their profession.
However, since space does not permit
including every member, we have re-
gretfully been forced to include only
those whom the various historians
have pointed out to the writer as
being the most outstanding in their

estmation.




EFFINGHAM COUNTY BAR

ADA H. KEPLEY, A MEMBER OF THE BAR

OF EFFINGHAM COUNTY,

WAS ILLINOIS SECOND WOMAN LAWYER

DA H. Kepley applied for
a certificate to practice
law to Mr. Charles Reed
who said he was willing

| personally to give certifi-

‘ij;& 1& cates to the ladies to prac-
tice hut the law prevented
them from entering the learned pro-
fession. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kepley
prepared a bill in 1871 to allow
women the right of admittance which
was presented by Capt. Ed Harlan of
Marshall, who was representing this
Senatorial District in 187172, The
hill was ably defended by such men
in the Lower House as Judge ]. B
Bradwell, of Chicago, and Mr. Red-
dick of Ottawa and others and it
passed and became a law during that
session. Mrs. Kepley applied for ad-
mission to the bar at Springfield, and
was admitted January 13, 1881, She
was the second woman lawyer to be
admitted to the Bar of llinois and was
an honorary member of the llinois
State Bar Association from the vear
of her admission until her death, June
14, 1425,

Effingham County has had 55 law-
vers since 1838, The 55 and their
vear of admission to the bar are listed
helow.

* W, Brewsier . ..iviaeieanoan 1854
=¥, Stephenson ... .o 1884
* Benjamin F. Kagay ..., .. ..., 1485
#={enry B, Kepley .. ..o v 1862
Efensan Wood oo e 18684
= William Barlow ... ... oo 18£8
#FVipgl] Wood oo oo 1568
* Hrastus H. Ripehart ... ... . 1871
#Yohn O White .. ... o s 1572
AN GWID o e 187

# FBafue Marrgugh ..., ..., . 1874
*Ada FLoKepley ..ot 1881

By JAMES §. PARKER®*

=Ferdinand W. Loy ... ..o 1882
#Willlam B, Wright ... .. ..., 1882
#Dravid L, Wright .. ... ... ..., 1584
=P Tavior ... e 1885
¢ Harry 8, Parker ... ... . ... 1898
A ODennell o oo 1844
AL OC, MeCallen oo o 1807
# Harry J. Rickelman ......... .. 1858
*QGeorge Danks ... .. .o . 1541
FHRyran Piper ... o v 1568
FG.FP Denton ..o 1848
* Walter Rineharf ... ... ..., .. 1548
*Ray Stroud ... L i 1914
#Panl Taylor ... 1911

Walter ¢, Klitzing ... ... .. ... 1814
=15 Leater Wright (... ... ... .. 1514
= George H. Baust ... . . 1918

R.OM. Michaslree (... .. 1924
#* Harald J. Taylor ... ... oo vn, 1824
= John Almmerman ..., .. .. ... 1524
* Witliam I Breom .......... ... 1328
* Joseph B. Slemer ..., ... ... 1824

Howard 8 Parker ..., ....... 1936

Maurice A. Rickelman .......... 1840

A L Anderson ... 1942

The Effingham County
Courthouse in Effingham,

Frank H, Schnfederion ... ... .. 1542
Guerge L Debhn ... .. .. . L. 184
Jack M. Michaclres,

Cipendf Judge ... .. ... ... 1951
James & Parker ... o . 1858
Thomas F.oTavier .. .. ... 1480
F. Ronaid Ealy .. ... v int 18681
Fred Hicks .. ..., ., ... .. ... 1861
Hizshard B, Brummer ... .. ..., 1867
Frank G, Schnfederion ... ... .. 1967
Q. Anthony Siemer ..., ... ..... 1968
Wm., Austin ... .. ... 1578
Dennis Berkbigler ... ... ... .. 197
Steven Sevmour ...o... ... 1872
Michael Weber .. ... . ... ... ., 1874
Gien L. Bower ... ............. 1874
James H, Harvey .............. 1875
Marilvn Resch ... .. ... ... 15748
Jim L. Stortzam ... L 197¢

* Dreceased.

o o e

** Of  FEdlingham, member of FEfingham
County Bar Association.
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UNTY BAR

{“’N?"f BAR CAME MEN
A8 A UNITED STATES
%M@{{‘ER FEDERAL JUDGE,
RT JUSTICE, CONGRESSMEN,
i‘{'}%-’::t% AND APPELLATE
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FULTON {cont.)

lars seulptured from native Spoon
River Hmostone. Its total cost was
§9.800.00. This structure was de-
stroyed by fire on the night of De-
cember L4 as believed by
many that C. L. 1y, a politically
powerful newspaper editor, had ar-
ged for one Frank alias Chase
Henry to receive 320000 to commit
this alleged act of arson. There was
some justification to believe that foul
play had destroyed the edifice since
for sixty vears Cuanton, Lewistown
and Cuba had waged bitter battles in
regard to the location of the court-
house, Ultimately Henry, Snively and
a number of other individuals were
triced for various criminal offenses, but
all were cventually found not guilty.

FEdgar Lee Masters, who for a time
practiced law in Fulton County, could
not ignore such a momentous event
as the burning of the old courthouse
when he penned his “Spoon River
Authology.”

“Silas Dement” was the impersona-
tion of Frank Henry,

“#ilag Dement,

1% was moon-light, and the earth
sparked

With new-fallen frost.

It was midnight and Bot a soul was
shroad.

Out of the ¢himney of the couri-house

A grev-hound of smoke leapt and
chased

The Northwest wind,

1 earried & ladder to the landing of the
stairyg

And leaned it against the frame of the
trap-door

in the veiling of the portico,

And 1 erawied undsr the roof and
the ralters
i} among ths

amid

goned timbers
skl wasis,

fire-bell rang —

ioriong boun-fire, grewing

hotier,
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Higher and brighter, till the walls

felt in,
And the Hmestone columns where
Lincoln stood

Crashed like trees when the woodman

fells them

When 1 came back from Jolist

There was a new court house with a

deme.

For I was punished ke all who destroy

The past for the sake of the future”

A new courthouse was constructed
at Lewistown at a cost of 340.200.00.
B was dedicated on May 4 1596, It
is still in wse but has recently been
extensively remodeled and enlarged.

In spite of folklore the author of
this article has been wnable to find any
evidence that Abraham Lincoln ever
practiced law in Fulton County. Lin-
coln did make several visits to Fulton
County but they were of a political
nature, On August 17, 1858, he spoke
for two hours at a spot between the
pillars of the old courthouse which
was later burned.

After the new judicial article which
became effective January 1, 1964, and
the later implementation made to it
by legislative action and the Constitu-
tionn of 1970, a number of changes

Ednar Lee Masters, the famous lawver-poet,
ore practiced in Fulton County He later
moved to Uhicage and for 2 time was a part-
rer of Clarerse Darrow,

ensued regarding the judiciary in
Fulton County, Ezra §. Clark, a city
judge, became frst an associate judge
and later a eircuit judge. Francis P
Murphy, a county judge, likewise
became an associate and later a cir-
cuit judge. Russell A, Myers, a magis-
trate, became an associate judge.
Upon the retirement of Judge Clark
ke was replaced by Associate Judge
Kenneth 1. Bath, Later Charles H.
Wilhelm was elected to an associate
judgeship by the cirenit judges of the
ninth judicial circuit. As now consti-
tuted Fulton County has on the bench
cireuit judges Francis P. Murphy and
Albert Scott, the latter having been
appointed to serve on the Third Dis-
trict Appeilate Court at Ottawa. As-
sociate Judges are Kenneth L. Bath
and Charles H. Withelm.

At the present time in addition to
the judges named the Fulton County
Bar is as follows:

Gary Barnhart, Canton

John M. Baudino, Farmington
Fzra J. Clark, Canton (retired)
Chester J, Claudon, Canton
Theodore Colling, Lewistown
Lachlan Crissey, Lewlistown
Willlam DPavis, Lewistown

Robert Downs, Lewizstown

James J. Elson, Canton

Ralph Froehling, Canton

Thomas Homer, Canton

Oral Kest, Lewistown

Martin M. Love, Lewistown

James Lioyd, Canfon

Wiiliam H. Malmeren, Canton
John J. MeCarthy, Canton
Lawrenee B, McMunn, Canton

F. Stewart Merdian, Lewistown
(eorge K. Meutlh, Guba

Michael B, Morris, Canton

RBnusacil A, Myers, Canton (retired}
John Potter, Farmington

George P. Proctor, Lewistown
Thomas . Remeey, Canton

Walter J. Sebo, Canton

O, Hugene Tayvier, Canton

Joseph V. Toohlll, Farmingion
Joseph ¥, Toshill Jr., Farmington
Juditn Toehill, Farmicgton

James B Yan Bickl
Ronald J,
3, Dsamn Wi N
Arthur 3 Young, L

istown (rz&iiresi;

The following Hsts set forth those




attorneys who have served as county
fudges and state’s attorneys of Fulton
County:

COUNTY JUDGES
GF PULTON COUNTY
2 Erasmug D. Rice
-61  Henry L. Bryant

1861-8%  John M. Lewis

IR88-78 John H. Peirsol

1878-77  Henry L. Brrant

187782 Samuel P, Cummings
1882-88  Thomas A. Boyd (resigned)

1888-36 W, Beott Edwards {elected
te fill 2 year vacanoy)

A. B. Barnstt

S, H. Armsirong (disd in
affce)

1866.64
1884-0%

1888~ G, L. Miller, appeinted by
Governor to fl vacaney

189802 Moeredith Walker

1862-06 W, Scott Edwards

186616 J. D, Breckenridge

191014 Hobart 8. Boxd

1914-1%8  Hobart 8. Boyd

1%18-22 Hobart 8. Boyd

182226 1. D). Breckenridge

1826-30 Frederick ©. Mercer

1934-34  Frederick O, Mereer

183438 J. D, Breckenridge

1988-42  J. D. Breckenridge

184246 W, 8. Jewell

1946856 W, 8, Jewell

Mobart & Boyd, Lewistown, 2 son of T, A,
Bovd, 2 founder of the [llinels State Bar

cciation, lived to the age of 108 He
died December 19, 1876, Hobhart S Boyd
was county judge of Fulton Courty from
1910 1627,

185(-58  Albert Beott {resigned when
elected to State Senate)
Fuzra J. Clark {Acting Judge)
Franciz P. Murphy
Franeis 7. Murphy
Francis P, Murphy

15523-54
1954-58
198882
1962-68

1868- Franeis P. Murphy (refained
it office)
STATE'S ATTORNEYS
OF FULTON COUNTY
1872-84 Dlaniel Abbott
18 Wilton Vandeventer

1 Kinsey Thomas
188296 P, W. Gallagher
1886-1940 B, M. Chiperficldé

180604  Bernard 3. Tavler
188408 William 8. Jewell
184812 Willlam 8. Jewell
1431216 3. P Rice
1816-20 Reed F. Cautler
15886-24  Flovd F. Putman
1024-28 {3 Hay Senif:
182832  G. Ray Senipt

1832-38
1586-48
1940-42

Jeseph R, Martin

Sherman Deuteh

Hernard Maxwell {resigned
to serve in World War 1T

Lachlan Criszey (appeinted
te i1 vacaney)

Lachlian Orissey

Artbur D. Young

Biaine Ramyey

Biaine Ramsey

18680-64  Oral € Kost

1964-88 William M, Malmegren
1868-72 Rohert A, Downs
1972-76 Robert A, Downs
1976- Thomas Homer

When we review the work and
character of the members of the
Bench and Bar of Fulton County,
from primitive pioneer days to our
present day luxurious society, we can
only conclude that with but very few
exceptions they were honorable and
capable men. When frained in the
law, one has a natural affinity for
public and political life, The lawyers
of Fulton County were no exception.
Almost all of them served their rown-
ship, city, county, state and nation
in one capacity or another. From the
Fulton County Bar came men who
were 1o serve as & Undted States Sena-
tor, Acting Governor, Federal Judge,
State Supreme Court fustice, Con-
gressmen, State Legislators and Ap-
petate and Circuit Court Judges. The
Bar faithfully provided at all times

Reed F. Cutler, Lewistown, a state legislator
for 28 vears, wielded a powerful influermce
in Hiinoks politics for many vears,

qualified men to serve as County
Judges and State’s Attoreys.

In examining the court dockets
at the county seat you hecome im-
pressed with the fact that the country
lawyers of Fulton County handled
cases of every nature and complexity,
vet they were handled with ability
and efficiency, The lawyers of Fulton
County were worthy adversaries at all
times. Lewistown proved to be the
training groand for many a lawyer
who later would move to Peoria, Chi-
eago or St Louls, where he would
assume a prominent place in a metro-
politan bar.

No claim can be made that the
beneh and bar of Fulton County has
been the most superior ome in the
State of IHinoks: however, the citi-
zens of the county can he proud of
the fudges and lawyers who serv
i this typical American county lo-
cated in the old Military Tract. They
were conscienticus, patriotie, honor-
abdle and able men

i e
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he firm of Hand, \fz!’ﬁ:n' t & Smith,
n 18‘3‘) he returned to Cambridge,
and in 1896 hiz son, Fred H, Hand,
joined him in a partnership practice.
Iz 190} be was elected to the Supreme
Court of Hlinols, and re-clected
1908, In 1813 he resigned from office
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George W. Shaw came to Ceneseo
inn 1857 from szlf;vﬁc d, where he
studied lnw in the office of Stewart &
ﬁ:ji&"aii"%% f"arm';m hecause Edwards
~in-law of Abraham Line
acquaninted with
reported
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a dgraduste of the University of Wis-
consin Law School in 1874 and prac-
ticed in Ceneseo. He also served as
Mayor of Geneseo and City Attorney,
g %tzatn s Attorney of He

cars, In 1903 he was
el ﬂd Circuit judwe and in 1811 5
signed to serve on the Appellute Court
of the First District. Justice Graves
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the First District, to the Appeﬁdie
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creation and management of drainage
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Green River and the Hennepin Canal
through Henry County,

£, Brown

QVYA
Wi

VETY

@zg in Geneseo, graduating %msn the
University of Michs

m 1885, when he 1
to the office of Judge Graves +

ter law practice. Brown was widely
known for his great interest and ac
tivity in Republican party

tion. For T

his family developed
tric and gas utility plants in
( oty cmd viginity, W}zc

and Iiu?’ a’:,m;i" **“?i%’
g0, Brown dm{;hd ﬁz% Hry
*zm}\, months 1o ne

state officery

L the
for f_hu oot
struction of m 155 miley of
ment in E-if.zm'v County. For the
the courthor : i

imn (,i"ui;""?

and
Geneseo, Calva,
smaller towns,
the practice
1944

In 1505 Leonard E. Telleen came
to Cambridge to practice law, having
graduated from the Nebraska Law
School. In 1910 he became County
Judge, was elected Circuit Judge in
1925, and served continuously until
his retirement in 1957, Afterward he
was associated in the practice of law
with his song, Kenneth L Telleen and
Leonard W. Telleen, at Cambridge.
He died in 1966,

Tﬁezzzag}‘ Welch, born in 1884 and
raised in Rock Isknd County, at-
tended Notre Dame izuuzsliv and
Yale Law Schoo! and came to Ke-
wanee to practice las. He spent much
of ks time in litigation, and for many
years defended most of the automo-
bile aceident cases m Hevry County,
He s slected o th Cov-
f'z' the IHinoiz Smte Eil i Age
In 1540 a urrti]

,Mﬁs P"t

Colona and ather
Hrown "—ff;zs‘ active in
of lnw until his death in

ﬁmt of r?za { i'v rzf %w* ranes,
Ske studied law in the Welch office,
was admitted to the har "%ﬂf i‘l‘;{% 511«
preme Court, and for many vears was
agsocinted with Thomas } 1 i";{‘} in
the frm of Welch & Binks. She was

elected  County  Judge of Henry
County for twe terms, i%%é—i o 1952
In 1953 she was appointed to be Di-
rector of the Department of Hesistra-
ton ,md %(iu{uuml of Hiine and

an B0 gorve ag oa
Covernoes »cah:; i in

e ?:m of the




HENRY (cont.)

age went into elfect. Half the popu-
tation lved in Kewanee, 16 miles
from the courthouse, and lawvers, liti-
gants and jurors travelled by electric
interurban to Galva and on the Bock
Island trains to Cambridge for many
vears before paved roads were built
about 1928, George W. Shaw of
Geneseo often walked ten miles to
the courthouse.

Fifty vears ago circuit court trial
terms were in Febroarv, June and
November, when juries were called
for two weeks or four weeks. Law-
vers, jurors and witnesses lodged in
Cambridge overnight until their cases
were finished, and the Circuit judge
had a bed in his chambers, Some
awvers borrowed a cot and blanket
from the shertfl and slept in the attic
of the courthouse, so they could study

in the courthouse lihrary during the
evenings.

The City Court of the City of
Kewanee helped solve the transporta-
tion problem. It had general jurisdie-
tion but only over real estate within
the city Hmits, and summons could
only be served in the city for personal
jurisdiction. Judges H. Sterling Pom-
eroy, John T, Cummings and Julian
P. Wilamoski, who were ¢lected con-
secutively, held fury terms occasion-
allv, and sat most of the year in the
Circuit Couwrt of Cook County on a
per diem basis, often engaged in con-
tinuous jury trials,

In Henry County the clerk of the
circudt court began to keep a docket
of pending cases in August, 1903, in-
cluding law and chancery cases by
caption and number, showing the
names of the lawyvers appearing.
Among lawyers names on the first
few pages are C. M, Turner, H. E,

The Haenry County Courthouse at Cambridge.
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Brown, Almon W, Linn, C. K. Ladd,
Anderson & Andrews, McCaskrin &
Linn, Sturtz, §. K. Blish, Pomeroy &
Demerath, Mclean, Waterman, ¥red
H. Hand, George Shumway, Morse &
Quinn, | K. Moore, Wilson & Faulj
L. E. Telleen, ]. H, Andrews, Shaw
& Shaw, Cummings & Tiltan, C. Aby,
Chesley, Reherd, C. €. Wilson, A, E.
Bergland, Linn & Tvler, Hand &
Melin, N. F. Anderson, Arthur Defoo,
R. T. Neville, Sturtz & Ewan, [ N.
Cummings, Mulligan, ]. W, Olson,
T ] Welch, €, G. Davis, J. R, Prit-
chard, John Root, }. 1. Shaw, Root
& Root, Hay, and B. S. Gray.

All except two or three of these
lawvers lived in Henrv County in
[905-1917 and practiced law alone or
in various pairs or other combinations
at various times. Many of them and
their successors who have practiced
law in Henry County since 1917 are
talented, well trained and outstanding
lawvers who played a large part in
the history of the county., Unfortu-
nately there is very little information
available about their lives and deeds.
Court records are hard to bring to
life, and the excitement and drama
of court oratory and political speeches
are probably lost forever.

o O

Robert M, White, Genesen, Hermry County,
a member of the ISBA Board of Governors.




IROQUOIS COUNTY BAR

MANY EARLY LAWYERS OF TIROQUOIS COU

NTY

RECEIVED EDUCATION BY READING LAW

By DAVID E. ORAM And CLEN W, BROCK?®

BROBABLY the first lawver
to practice law in Iro-
quais County was James
Fletcher, who was re-
ported to have arrived in
1849, The following vear

P

@

his brother-in-law, Spots-
wood Augustine Washington, came

to lTroqueis County. In the 1850
came Wilson Kay and Joseph Popper.
In the early 1900s Nellie Kessler, the
County’s first woman lawyer, came
to Troquois County.

Most of the early attorneys studied
law in the office of another attorney
or attorneys, although there were a
tew who obtained their legal educa-
tion in the law schools.

Other than the judiciary, the Iro-
guois County lawyers have not shown
a great interest in flelds other than
the practice of law. One exception is
the Honorable Jessie Sumner, who not
only became the first woman in the
State of Illinois to be clected as
County Judge, but who later served
several terms In Congress. In Wash-
ington, she was among the first of the
elected officials in the Federal Gov-
ernment to openly denounce Com-
munism and its effect on our form of
Government.

Since Droquois County hecame a
part of the Twelfth Judicial Cireuit
it has always furnished one of the
full Circuit Judge positions, The igtef
Honorable Frank L. Hoeper,
continucusly in this position ¢
Bt years {1905-1037% and the
: ished a record in the T
Circudt for !"}izé_f; v, Hiz abi
& Judge was re
bers of the Rar

PO x(}l‘a Kankak

and Wil Counties. Circuit Judge
David E. Oram was the first Chief
Judge in the Circuit and served in
this capacity for nine years (1964-
19723

Iroquois County is r*cocrmpldc iy
the third largest Cozmh in the State,
Watseka iz ti"zz, county seat and the
largest city within the County. At
the present time {1978) there are

twenty-one lawvers in suid Caunty,
Fz(,%udl‘ﬁ“ a non-resident,
and an Assaciated Judge.

a resident

T O e

o

Addenda
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
{PAST AND PRESENT)

TROGUGIS COLINTY

Gaylord Adsit
E. M. Amsas
Diantel W, Ayres
Clifford ¥, fesch
Wallace J. BRell
Fred P, Benjamin
Wiitlam E. Beyers
James Blunk
Arihur Behn
Robert W. Boyd
Ronsld B, Bover
Fdward ¥, Braden
Gien W, Brock
Jan H. Carey

v G. Carlson
AT Clark
Wayne Clemens
Bpencer (. Cone
Frank M. Crangle
Billy G, Davis
Robert L. Dannehi
John W, G, Dooley
Robert Dovie
Stanley A, Durka
Willlam E. Faken
Milo J. Fleming
James Fletchep
James R. Fritze
Charles Gardner
Warren Goodell
A F. Goodyear
George H, Hamilten
Charles Harwood
Tracy B, Harris
Bamuel R. Harry
William H. Harey
Van M. Higging

. G, Hirscht

I W, Hollund
George B Joiner

s Hurr

ikan Kay

fsz} ? Hay

L memners of Iro

James W, Kern
Neltle Kessler
Bdward King
Goeorge B King
Charles P. Kinney
Chester Kinney
Fred €. Kraft
William Kuttruf
Iohn D, Leland

W, B Lewis

Ivan Looker

Gearge W, Lovelass
Panl Manion

Tale W. Markwalder
James McCuilaugh
Dwight W, MceGresw
sxebert o MeKnelly
F. Raney Miller
Flemine R, Moore
O, F. Morgan

Fres P, Morriz
Patrick J. Murphy
Dale A, Nelson
David A, Orebaugh
John P, Pallizsard
Almor 8. Palmer
Charles Payson
Lxle Perrize
Wiitlam . Pierson
Joseph . Popper

A Wiltiam Ragzano
Asa B, Hoff
Harrison G, Shearon
Kenneth A. Smith
Theodore H, Spenn
Henry Starr

Henry . Stearn
fL.ouiz B, Sunderiand
ard J. v{i’uﬁ&
Elmer AL ’1‘@}5?«2‘
John W, Thomason
f“asmm@,f"

shington
Jacob A Whitamen

swyuneis Jonnty

ISBAS2Y




IROQUOIS (cont.)

CIRCUIT COURT JUDGES

Charles H. Wood .. ... ...00vu0 18671878
Franklin Blades ............ ... IRT7-1R8B
Rohert W. Hilseher .. .......... 1887-1805
Frank 1. Heooper ........... ... 1665-1933
Claude N, SBaum ............... 14331838
Roscoe C. Bouth ... ... .. 000 1928-15988
David B. Oram ...c.cvovivnn. 1858-1976
COUNTY JUDGES
¢ F. MeNeill John H. Gillan
M. B, Wright Jessie Sumner

Stephern €. Bovie Stephen C. Malo
A. L. Whitehall A, Fred Kandall

M. I, Euans Hobert F. Goodyear
C. W. Raymond Hohert J. Immel
Frank Harry {now Cireuir)

MAGISTRATE and ASSO0CIATE JUDGES
Leslie V. Strickler Robert W. Boyd
Rebert J. Immel Daniel W, Gould

o o
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The roguois County Courthouse st Watseka,




Jo DAVIESS COUNTY BAR

JO DAVIESS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION WAS
ORGANIZED NEARLY ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

HE Jo Daviess County Bar
Association was organized
on February 8, 1879, There

& || weresixteen original mem-

bers of the Assoeciation.

They adopted a Constitu-

tion and Bv-Laws.

Article I of the Constitution pro-
vided:

“The Association is formed to culti-
vate the science of jurisprudence, fo
promote reform in the law, to facili-
tate the administration of justice, to
elevate the standard of integrity,
honor and courtesy in the legal pro-
fession, to encourage a thorough and
itberal legal education, and to cherish
a spirit of brotherhood among the
members thereof.”

Since the original organization, forty
attorneys have been members of the
association. The present membership
consists of thirteen active members
and two retired.

Several members of the Jo Daviess
County Bar Association rendered dis-
tinguished services to the Unijted
States,

John A. Rawlins was Chief of Staff
for General Grant and after the War,
he was Ceneral Grant's Secretary of
War.,

E. B. Washlburn was a member of
Congress during the Civil War and
after Grant was elected President, was
Secretary of State for a shost time
andd lster was the Ambassader te
France.

John €. MceKenzie served in Cone
gress for a long tme,

Leo Allen served ten terms in Con-
gress and was Chairman of the Rules
Committee,

By LOUIS A, NACK SR+

The anpual meeting of the Associa-
tion is held regularly on the second
Monday of December of each vear.

The first officers of the Association
were as tollows:

President, W, Weigley

Vice-President, 1. 8h &r

Recording Secretary, Jacoh Faweett

General Jlohn AL Rawling, a member of the
do Da Courty Bar and Chigf of Staff
ot Gereral Grant and later Secrstary of War
under Grart,

Corresponding SBecretary,
W, W, Wagdin

Treasurver, J. 1. Jones

The original Association also had
an Executive Commitice,

The present officers of the Jo
Daviess County Bar Assocfation are:

President, Louis A, Naek Sr,

Vice-President, L. Melvin Gundry

SBecretary-Treasarer, Harsld 1. Nagel

AA

crmber of Io Daviess County
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KANE COUNTY BAR

KANE COUNTY'S BAR IS NOTED
FOR ITS PROMINENT LAWYERS,

]

! FELT honored on being
I asked by the Board of
| Munagers to prepare this
@ | short history of the Kane
TN | County Bar Association,
Lgﬁa E although I assume that

"~ the honor was attributable
more fo my vears at the Bar than to
any talents as a historian that T may
possess. Because of the lack of much
information in writing I have relied
on my own memory, which is good
but not infallible, on the assistance
of many of the members of the Bar,
whose suggestions and recollections
are most gratefully acknowledged,
and on several old county and state
histories.

Some early historv of the Bar in
this county should be of some interest.
Kane Countv was established Junu-
ary 16, 1836, having formerly been
included in LaSalle County. The first
term of the Circuit Court was held
at Geneva, in James Herrington's log
houge, on June 19, 1837, Judge John
Pearson presiding, The firgt jury trial
was that of Wilson vs. Wilson, for
trespass, The jury assessed damages
at $4,160.66, “probably an amount
equal to all the money in circulation
in the county at that time.” For a
number of vears the court was held
by judges from other counties, the
first judge from this county being
Isance . Wilson, whose first term as
judge of the Cirenit Court began on
August 11, 1851

With  the establishment of the
county, a few lawvers began o come
in. I find mention of two at Geneva
and one at St. Charles ahout 1837,

3G/1SBA

LIVING AND DECEASED

By J. E.ALSCHULER®

By 1839 there were two in Aurora.
I find only one in Elgin, but without
a date, prior to 1844. In 1558 there
were 32 lawvers and 4 law students
Hsted in the county. Fifty vears later,
in 1908, there were 122, Approxi-
mately twenty vears ago in the early
19505, [ recall that we had about 175
lawyers in Kane County. Teday the
Circuit Clerk lists more than 350.

A point to be considered with re-
spect to the Bar Association is the
geography of Kane County., It is
twice as long from north to south
as it is from east to west. The Fox
River Hows almost straight north and
south through the eastern townships
and cities have grown along the river,
the remaining part of the county be-
ing largely rural, although today ur-
ban development is taking place in
the western townships. As the cities
developed along the river, Elgin, at
the north, and Aurora, at the south,
became the largest, with the county
seat midway between them, at Ge-
nevi. This is a peculiarity which |
do not And in other counties in the
state, where there is geperally one
central or important city as its county
seat and the center for most legal
practice. As a result, when I was ad-
mitted, there were fairly active Bar
Associations in both Elgin and Aun-
rora, and the county association was
a very informal group, being chiefly
for social purposes.

Dharing the frst world wur and for
a few years thereafter, very few per-
soms were admitted to practice. T as-
sume that the older men were pleased
at last to have a few newcomers, for

and

Earl Shopen of Elgin {later our Pro-
bate Judge), and I were promptly,
on our admission to the Bar, ap-
pointed to be the entertainment com-
mittee, and for several vears he and
[ mainly conducted golf outings, fol-
lowed by dinver, one at Elgin, one
at Aurora, and one at St Charles in
each vear, with infrequently a dinner
meeting when some event of more
than usual importance occurred. But
the two local associations were most
active.

I recall meetings of the Aurora Bar
to discuss the Roosevelt court-packing
scheme, the desirability of the new
Civil Practice Act, the need, during
the depression, of changes in mort-
gage foreclosure practice and the like,
in addition to meetings with speakers
on various topics, and T am sure that
the Elgin Association followed a simi-
lar program.

Following World War 11, however,
the County Association began to be
the most important and in 1850 a
voung lawver with ideas, Zalmon
CGoldsmith, became President and
really organized the County Associa-
tion into an active, hnportant or-
ganization. He was followed the next
vear by George D, Carbary, who con-
tinued his good work, and that has
contitmed to the present. The Aurora
Associztion has been dormant all these
vears and T understand that the Elgin
Assooia st in existence,
neets only once each vear for dinner
clection of officers,

ion, while

Aurorsa, met

Ber of Kane County Bar




So far as the date of the organiza-
tion of the Kane County Bar Associa-
tion is concerned, I have to say that
it is not known. It must have been
organized before the admission to the
Bar of all of the oldest living members,
none of whom can recall the date,
even approximately. When we were
admitted it was fust there.

In listing the most prominent law-
vers who have been in practice or
otherwise connected with the Kane
County Bar, the process of selection
has been most difficult. If 1 included
all names suggested to me, this paper
would be nothing more than a long
list, with the danger of the omission
of many waorthy lawvers. [ have finally
prepared a list, which includes only
those whose names attained some
statewide fame, eliminating many fine
fawyers who were well-known locally
and regionally. Following are the ones
in whose reflected glory the rest of us
bask:

1. Samuel D. Lockwood (1759-
1874}, Born in New York State. Came
to Illinois in 1815 and settled at
Carmi, White County. Became At-
torney-General, Secretary of State,

Samuel Alschuler, Aurcra, a Judge of the
US, Circuit Courr of Appeals, 7th Circuit,

from 19151536,

and Justice of the Illinois Supreme
Court from 1523 until his resignation
in 1848, Moved to Batavia, in Xane
County in 1853 where he lved and
practiced law until his death. His
Beautiful home in Batavia, still known
as “Lockwood Hall”, is now occupied
by a member of the Kune County
Bar.

2. Albert |. Hopkins, Auvrora { 1846-
1922}, Admitted to Bar, 1571, Mem-
ber of Congress, 1885-1903; U.S. Sena-
tor, 1503-1809,

3. Samuel Alschuler, Aurora (1859
1939}, Admitted to Bar, 1881; prac-
ticed, Aurora, to 1901, Chicago, 1901-
1915; State Representative, 1897-1901;
Nominee of Democratic Party for
Governor of Illinois, 1900; Judge and
Presiding Judge of U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals, Tth Circuit, 1915-19386.

4, Charles F. Clyne, Aurora. United
States District Attorney for Northern
District of Illinois during Woodrow
Wilson's administration.

5. Frank R. Reid Sr., Aurora { 15879-
1945). Admitted to Bar, 1901; Mem-
ber of Congress, 1923-1935. Chief
attorney for General “Billy” Mitchell
in the famous court martial hearings.

6. Barnabas F. Sears, Aurora, now
Chicago (1902- i. Admitted to
Bar, 1928, Practiced in Aurora over
20 vears, now in Chicago. Served
as Chairman of the joint committee of
the Illinois State and Chicago Bar
Associations for Court reform and for
merit selection of judges. President,
Wlinois State Bar Association, 1937-
1858; Chafrman, House of Delegates,
American Bar Association, 19658.70.

7. BRoy ]. Solfisburg, Aurora (1916-

). Admitted to Bar, 1940, Master
in Chancery: Judge of Circuit Court
of Kane County, 1954-1956; Appellate
Court, 2d District, 19571963, Justice,
Hlinois Sapreme Court, 1960-1969,
Chief Justice, 1962-1963, 1967-1969,

8 Alfred Y. Kirkland, Elgin (1617

J. Admitted to Bar, 1943, Prae-
ticed in Elgin until election as Judge
of Cireuit Court of Kane County, In
1975 appointed as Judge of the U.S.

Frank R, Reid Sr,

Aurcra, a Congressman
from 1923 to 1935 and chief attorney for
General "Billy” Mitchell in the famous court
martial hearings.

District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of IHinois. President of the I1li-
nois State Bar Association in 1965-89.
9. Lloyd Tyler, Aurora (1924
). Admitted to Bar, 1951, At
present Second Vice President of Ti-
nois State Bar Association.

In addition to those listed, many
Kane County lawyers have served the
public as judges, members of the
Hlinois House of Representatives and
State Senate, as members of state
boards and commissions, and other-
wise. And, of course, many more of
the Bar have served honorably and
efficiently without holding or seeking
public office.

Important cases that have arisen in
Kane County include;

L Kenney v. Supreme Lodge of
the World, Loyal Order of Moose, 252
U.S 411 (1919} — a leading case on
the subject of the constitutional duty
of & state to give full faith and credit
to the judgments of courts of other
states,

2. City of Aurora v. Burns, 319 111
54 (1925}, The leading case uphold-
ing zoning ordinances of municipali-
ties,
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KANE (cont.)

3 Molitor v. Kaneland Compamily
Unit District No. 302, 18 1L 24 1
(1959, The leading cuse abolishing
the doctrine whick gave achool dis-
tricts immunity from toor lability,

As of today the Kane Usupty Bar
Association 15 a thriving, active, busi-
nesslike organization, recently incor-
porated, Of the approximately 350
lawyers on the Circait Clerks ist,
336, or 968%, are curried as active or
life members of the Association. It
engages in all of the usual activities

Barnabas F. Sears, Aurora, now of Chicago,
was President of the Hiinols State Bar Asso.

ciation in 1957-58 and Chairman of the
House of Delegates of the American Bar
Association in 19868.70.
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of Bar Associations and is proud of
the follewing, which are not exclusive
with us, hut are not found in every
county:

I. A newsletter is prepured and
mailed frequently and regularly, con
taining irems of interest and impor-
anece to the profession, notices, news
concerning members,

2, For muany vears it has partich-
pated in annual joint dinners with the
Kane County Medical Association, the
twoe Associations alternating in spon-
sorship, always with an outstanding
suthority on subjects of mutual -
terest to both professions.

Alfred Y. Kirkland, Elgin, a judae of the US,
District Court for the Northern District of
tHiinols, was President of the lilinois Srate
Bar Association in 1968893,

3, After several vears of voluntary
legal referral and aid, in 1972 a Legal
Referral System was set up, with an
ofice in Geneva staffed by lay em-
ploves. Within the past year the As-
sociation engaged a full time lawyer
and the system has been incorporated
as the Legal Aid Bureau of Kane
County, Inc: [ts latest report shows
that in the ten months ending March
1, 1978, 154 cases were handled, while
in the fourteen months ending May
15, 1976, advice or referral was given
by telephone to 534 applicants.

Lioyd J, Tyler, Aurora, is Second Vice Presi-

dert of the Hlincis State Bar Asscgistion
He is slated to becorme President in 1978-79,




KANKAKEE COUNTY BAR

THREE MEMBERS OF THE KANKAKEE BAR
WERE ELECTED PRESIDENT
OF THE ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

By DONALD GRAY, EVA L. MINOR, VICTOR N. CARDOSI

was
formed from territory
taken from Will and Iro-

- = 1 ANKAKEE  County

§ quois Counties, that part
“)tbi lving north of the Kanka-

N g kee River having been
taken from Will County
and that part lying south of the
Kankakee River having been detached
from Iroquois County and organized
as a County by virtue of an election
held on April 5, 18533, which clection
was authorized by an act of the legis-
lature passed February 11, 1853 but
this territory did not include the
townships of Essex and Norton, which
were added in 1835, by an act of the
legislature, from Vermilion County.

The first term of the Kankakee
County Circuit Court was held in
November, 1853, in the Illinois Cen-
tral freight depot, with Hon. Hugh
Henderson of Joliet presiding. The
attorneys present at said term were
Thomas P. Bonfield, Tra Bartlett and
Charles R, Starr of Kankakee; Uri
Osgood, W. 8. Randall and Elisha
Fellows of Joliet; John W. Paddock
of Lockport and James Fletcher of
Middleport. Jacob Gutterson was the
first Circuit Clerk, and George W.
Byrns was the first Sheriff,

Judge Henderson died in 1834, and
simee that time the following named
gentlemen have been at various times
selected o preside as Jndges of the
Kagkakee County Circait Court:

Hen, W. 2 Handall

Hon. Charles R, 8tarr

Hon, Charies H, Woad

Hon. Nathaniel Pillsbury

Haon. Frankilin Blades

And EDWARD McINTIRE®

Hon, Uwen T. Hesves
Hon. Alfred Sample
Hon, Thomas Tipton
Hon. John Small

Hon. Robert W, Hilscher
Hom, Charles B. Garnsey
Hon. Dorrance Dibell
Hon. Frank L. Hooper
Hon, Charlas B, Campheli
Hon. Albert G. Marshall
Haon. Arthur W. DeSelm
Hon. Willilamm R. Hunter
Hon. Prederick Hil
Hon, Claude Saum

Heon, Edwin L., Wilsen
Hon, Lather B. Bratton
Hon. Roseoe €, South
Hon. James V. Bartley
Hon. Charies D, Henry
Hon. Vietor N, Cardosi
Hen, David Oram

Hon, Herman Snow
Hon, Wayne P. Dyer
Hon, Patriek M. Burns

The following gentlemen were at
various times selected County Judges
for the County of Kankakee:
Philip Worcester
Aton . Becbe
Ira Bartlett
C, € Wileox
Warren R. Hickox
Hon, Westbrook 3. Decker
Hon. Charles R. Starr
Hon., James Orr
Hon, Thomaz 8, Sawyer
Hon, Jehn Small
Hon, Eben B. Grover
Hon. Arthur W, DeSelm
Hon. James T Burns
Hon, Jay H. Merrill
Hon, Henry Huel
Hon, John H. Beckers
Hon D Heanpy
Hon. Irwin Tavior
Hon, Alan Btouder

Hon.
Hon.
Hom.
Hon.
Haon.

The indicial circnit of which Kanka-
kee is a part is the Twelfth Judicial

Circuit and comprises the Counties of
Kankakee, Iroquois and Will,

The first chancery case in this
County was filed by Attorney Thomas
P. Bonfield who practiced law in Kan-
kakee for many years and whose name
is frequently found in the early pub-
lished reports of the Supreme and
Appellate Courts.

October 2, 1509, was a memorable
day in the history of Kankakee County.
On that day the dedicatory exercises
for the laying of the corner stone of
the present Courthouse now existing
in that County were held. More than
20,000 people from all parts of the
County attended the dedication.

The Honorable Joseph G. Can-
non, Speaker of the Federal House
of Representatives, County Officials,
members of the Board of Supervisors,
City Officials and hundreds of invited
guests were present for this program,
which was arranged by the Building
Committee consisting of Charles B.
Astle, Chairman; F. ]. Hennessey,
Secretary; A, . Holzman: Louis
Breault; B. A. Burgess; Jacob Ruger;
and C. M. Barch.

The Honorable Charles E. Robinson
was the Marshal of the day. There
was a long parade in which the City
Police, Company L, Third Regiment,
Hlinois National Guard under com-
mand of Captain James Burns, hosts
of school children and various bands,
including Svlvester’s Third Regiment
Band, passed down the street between
the dense crowds stopping at the new

* Of Kankakee, memberg of the Kanluales
Ceunty Bar Aszscciation.
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KANKAKEE {cont.}

courthouse, Senator Edward C. Curtis
of Grant Park, Representative . W,
Allison of Essex, Mavor Beckman of
Kankakee, Judges Soull. O and
Gower, members of the clergy, Uity
and County Officials, Republican and
Demaocratic Central Committee mem-
bers and many prominent persons
gathered at the speaker’s phtform.

Speaker Cannon gave the address
followed by Judge Frank L. Hooper
of Iroquois County,

The Honorable Judge Charles B.
Campbell gave an inspiring address.
Also present was the patriarch of the
Bar, Judge Stevhen R. Moore, He
never appeared in Court except in a
dress suit and wore a silk hat except in
the courtroom. He called the first
meeting of the lawyers that resulted in
the organization of the present Hlinois
State Bar Association in 1877, to-
gether with Judge Anthony Thornton,
Shelbyville, who prior to that time
had served as a member of the Su-
preme Court of Illinois. At the time

o

¢, 8. Clay Buntain, Kankakee, Presidert of
the lifinois State Bar Association in 192425,
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of the dedication, Judge Moore was
T8 vear of age.

Attorney Leon Doutre came in the
vear 1855 followed by William Potrer,
Judge James N, Orr, who served one
term as County Jadge wae also pres-
ent. Willlam R. Richardson. a bril-
Hant howyer, came in 1838 and died
in 15%5. Hiram L. Richardson wis
admitted to the bar in 18658 and to-
gether with his hrother, William, be-
came known as the most successful
jury lowvers of the Bar. William S
Decker came in 1868 and became
County Judge and was master in
chancery, Baniel H. Paddeck, who
died in 1863, was the son of Lt, Col.
John W, Paddock. He was admitted
to the bar in 1873. John Small a
successfal lawver in the Kankakee
Bar, serving as master in chancery,
was elected County Judge in 1854
and became a Cirenit Judge in 1897,
Edward E. Day was a member of
the Bar beginning in 1883, Thomas
B. Bonfield, then 83 vears of age,
bright, keen and alert, was the Nestor
of the Bar beginming his practice
Aurgust 11, 1853

Arrms M. Reobitlard, Kankskes, President of

the itingis State Bar Assoclation in 1948.49,

Ara Bartlett cume in September of
1833, He was the second member of
the Bar and during the war was ap-
pointed by President Lincoln as sec-
ond chief justice of Dakota. In No-
vember of 1853 the most unique
character who ever practiced was
Charles A, Lake, a mest able and
resourceful lawyer. In 1854 an attor-
ney by the name of Ward became
prominent, Harrison Loring, a thor-
ough and painstaking lawver., came
in 18534. O, C. Bartlett, who died in
1899, was master in chancery for
several terms.

The following completes the roster
of the Bar of Kankakee County: H.
K. Wheeler; H, H. Wheeler; W, R
Hunter; B. L. Cooper; W. |. Brock:
A, L Granger; J. Bert. Miller; Charles
3. Campbell; W. J. Savary; Henry
F. Buel; E. B. Gower; A. E. Smith;
I A Marcotte; T, W, Shields; Arthur
W. DeSelm; C. B. Sawver; Joseph
L Granger; Robert Gregg; J. H. Mer-
rifl; C. Fred Whitmore Jr.; C. M., C,
Buntain; D. P. Cleghom; Frank 1.
Burns; George I Wright; Bertha L.
Chatfield; H. H. Whittemore; Wayne

oo

Frarcis J. Mousehohter, Karkskes, the “Cen-

Y Pre

ent of the [lincks State Bar
S a5 President Pre Tem
From January 2, & to June 2IZ, 1976,
and President in 1976.77,




Dyer; E. P. Harney; B, F. Gray;
W. G. Brooks; Amos H. BRobillard;
W, R. Hobhie;, Walter C. Schneider;
and John 8. Russell. Of these, Judge
Campbell, Judge DeSelm and State’s
Attorney Miller were known through-
out the State. Capt. James Burns of
Company L. was also a lawyer who
tater became County Judge. He was
the father of one of our present Cir-
cuit Judges, the Honorable Patrick
M. Bums.

All in all, that was a gala dav for
Kankakee County. The Courthouse
then dedicated still endures and is
a monument to the people of the
County and to the Bar of this County,
1t looks like a courthouse and is
admired by ail who see it.

During the time that the new court-
house was under construction, court
was held in the YM.CA. building
directly east of the courthouse on
Harrison Avenue. When the building
was completed, Judge Charles B.
Campbell ordered the removal of the
court from the YM.C.A. building as
of Saturday evening, April 27, 1912,
at eight oelock pm. The first term
of court in the present building was
convened on Monday morning, May
6, 1912, The Presiding Judge was
Honorable Charles B. Camphbell; the
Clerk, Luther B, Bratton: the Sheriff,
Daniel G. Lee; the State’s Attorney,
J. Bert. Miller. There were 36 mem-
bers of the bar at that time, all of
whom are believed to be deceased.

The published docket for May,
1912, term of Court lists 63 common
law cases, and 103 chancery cases
then pending.

Lt. Col John W. Paddock was born
in Onondaga County, New York, on
February 14, 1813, In 1836 he moved
to Lockport, Hlincis, where he was
soon after admitted to the Bar and
commenced the practice of law. In
1853 he moved, with his family, to
the Town of Kankakee City, where
he secured an extensive legal practice
and the confidence and esteem of all
who knew him. In the fall of 1861, he
assisted In raising a company for the

53rd Regiment of Illinois Volunteers;
and later, he assisted in raising the
76th Regiment. Subsequently, part
of this Regiment was merged with the
113th Regiment and John W, Paddock
was appointed Liectenant Colonel,
His commission was dated in October
of 1861, He was in commund of this
Regiment at the siege of Vicksburg,
shortly after which he became il
with malaria from which he never
recovered.

Lt. Col. Paddock died on August
18, 1863, in the Officer’s Hospital at
Memphis. He was “the devoted hus-
band, the kind father, the faithful
brother, the honorable and enterpris-
ing citizen, the genial and generous
companion, the eloquent advocate, the
safe counsellor, the earnest patriot
soldier, and the brave, gallant and
vigilant, vet kind and humane officer.”

Col. Paddock’s son, Daniel H, Pad-
dock, was also a very prominent law-
ver who practiced law and engaged
in various business enterprises in Kan-
kakee for many vears, The present

Circuit Court fudge, Wayne P. Dyer,
is a great-grandson of Col. Paddock.

It is well to take note that three
members of the Kankakee County
Bar Association, C. M. Clay Buntain,
Amos H. Robillard, and Francis J.
Houscholter, hecame President of the
Illinois State Bar Association serving
with distinction,

The present Kankakee County Bar
Association has a membership of
81, including four senior counsellors,
namely: Eva L. Minor, Clande M.
Granger, Donald Grav and Victor N,
Cardosi. The Kankakee County Bar
has also furnished the present Chief
Tudge of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit,
the Honorable Victor N, Cardosi.

It is a matter of history that the
Kankakee County Bar Association has
had certain traditions which it has
continnously followed from its incep-
tion. One is that of attending funerals
of deceased members in a body. An-
other is the annual picnic of the law-
yers which has always been a day of
festivities and up until very recently,

The Kankakes County Courthouse at Kankakee.
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KANKAKEE (cont.}

preceded by the pea shelling com-
mittee session which took place on the
night before the picnic, which for
many vears was held at Attormey
Wavne Dyer’s cottage on the Kanka-
kee River. It never lacked for re-
freshments, even during prohibition
davs, The pea shelling committee
was composed of vounger lawyers of
the Bar who spent the evening before
the picnic in games of relaxation, all
of which were enjoved by the par-
ticipants. The most mportant tradi-
tion of all is that the lawver's word
is his bond, both with his fellow
fawyers and the judges of the courts,
It can truly be said that the members
of the Kankakee Countv Bar Associ-
ation have always upheld the highest
principles of integrity in the adminis.

Samusel M. Shapira, Kankakes, 2 one-time
Lisutenant Governor, becsme Governor of the
et Blay 21, 1988 when Otio
 become a judge of tha
Couwrt of Anpeals, 7= Circuit.  Governor
Shapiro served untit January 13, 1969,
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tration of justice honorably fulfilling
their obligations to their clients, the
Courts and the public.

Addendum

MEMBERS OF THE KANKAKER
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
Richard 1., Ackman Hon, Wayne P
Laester A, Ahroos Dyer
Glen R, Barmann  William E. Eaken
Jack R. Beaupre Roger C. Ellioft
Hon, Hoger Al Hon. Thomas W.

Benson Ewert
Michael R. Berz Gary PFelicetti
Armen B, Blanke jawreneces
Paul F. Blanke Fitgpatrick
Hobert W, Boyd Hon, Louis XK.
Hon, Patriek M. Fontenot

Denald R, Frank
Claude M. Granger
Donald Gray
Charles (. Henry
William F. Herzog
J. Gregory

Rurng
Vernon G. Eutz
Hon, Victer N.
Cardosi
James P, Collins
Paul F. Davidsen

Gregory A, Deck Househalter

Hdward P, Drolet  Franeis J.

Ronald J. Householter
Dusenbury Fredrick E. Huber

Alan L Stouder, Karkakse, has been 2 mem-
her of the Third Districy Apneilate Court
since the court was made slective baginning
1964, Prior to that he was a county judge
and agsociate circult judge.

David M, Jafle
Richard Jones
TFhomas R, Judd
Allan C. Kuester
Victor Lauridsen
Ben H. Logan
Jerry B. Lucas
Lawrenee Y. Lacey
J. Dennis Marek
Fisden 1. Maypard
Robert N. Meriliat
Edward A, Melntire
Robert 2, McKnelly
Hon, John B
Michela
Eva L. Minor
Gregory W. Morzan
Edwin E. Mortsell
Dennis A, Nerden
Mary P. Nutiing
Thomas A, Nutting
Duane J. @ Connor
Vincent P,
Paulauskis
Elmo F. Petersen
L. Patriek Power
Sheldon W. Reagan

Judge Vietor N, Cardosi

Chief Judge of the

Robert F. Relger
David J. Richter
Leonard F. Sacks
Edwin W. Sals
James G, Schneider
William Sehmidi
Gov. Samusl H,
Shapire
Hdaward D, 8mith
Len H. Smali
Herman W, Spow
John L. Sfeniz
Fustice Allan L.
Rteuder
George T, Swaim Jr.
I, Beott Swaln
William H. Taube
Corneliug E. Toole
L. Lee Thacker
Steven A, Trost
Edward 3. Vogt
Byron J. Wallgee
Joseh B. Yargine
David Zeglis
Uonald D, Zeglis
Philip C. Zimmerly

Wariakse,
Chrauit
until the time of hiz recent retirement

WwWalk
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KNOX COUNTY BAR

KNOX COUNTY LAWYER CLARK CARR IS
CREDITED WITH HAVING MADE THE SUGGESTION
THAT LINCOLN SHOULD SPEAK AT GETTYSBURG

N October of 1IR30, two
I vears after the first white

settlers came to the area
@& i now known as Knox Coun-
b ty, the first session of the
(_,g;ﬁa Cirenit Court was held at
John B. Gum's residence
near Henderson Grove, The presiding
judge was the Honorable Richard M.
Young whaose Cireuit ran from Galena
to Quincy. Shortly thereafter, the
Legislature designated the county seat
as the Town of Henderson. Two years
fater that town’s name was changed
to Knoxville in honor of General
Henry Knox, a Revolutionary War
hero. On March 12, 1831, construction
on the first Courthouse in Knoxville
was completed for a total cost of
8305.43. A second Courthouse was
built at Knoxville in 1834, and was
used until the county seat was moved
to Galeshury in 1875.

One of the early organizations of
Knox County, was the “Society for the
Detection of Horse Thieves and Bur-
glars” which was organized in 1830
to stem the alarming rise in the num-
ber of horses stolen in Knox County
(12 in 1850). An 1878 history of
Knox County notes “More efficient
statute laws have since superceded
the necessity of such volunteer as-
sociations.”

Until the current courthouse was
built in Galesburg, large or imporiant
trizls were often held at the opera
houwse to accommodate the crowds.
The trinl of the only man ever exe-
cuted in Knoy County wes held in
the Opera House in 1573, The rec-

By HHARRY C. BULKELEY®

ords indicate that the man was con-
victed on February 15, sentenced
February 20, and hanged on March
14,

The most noteworthy trial in Knox
County was that of Frank Rande, “The
Young Bandit of the Wabash™. Hay-
ing killed 1 muan near Gilson, Rande
was apprehended near St. Louis sev-
eral months later, His trial, alse held
at the Opera House, was attended by
reporters from the Chicago Tribune

Attorney Clark E. Carr, 2 postmaster of Gales.
burg during the Civil War and 2 member
of the Gettyshburg Cemetery Committes, is
cradited with having made the suggestion to
Licoln that he speak st the dedication of
Gettyshurg, It was at that dedication that
Lincoln made his Gettyshurg Address,

anel Times, and Peoria Transeript, the
St. Louis Post, and the Indianapolis
Journal.

After being arraigned, the defen-
dant was taken to a photographer’s
studio to have his picture taken. He
then sold autographed photos of him-
self to defray the cost of his legal
counsel. Being an astute businessman,
he did not sell the pictures until he
consulted a Galesburg Patent Attor-
nev about the possibility of copy-
righting them. The attorney advised
him that, unfortunately, he could not
copyright them under an assumed
name. Despite his enterprising nature,
he was convicted and sentenced to life
imprisopment at Joliet, where the last
report of the trial said he was em-

. ployed making saddles.

The most important event to take
place in Knox County was the Hfth
Lincoln-Douglas debate held at Knox
College. Old Main, where the debate
was held, is one of the few remaining
original sites of the debates.

Among the distinguished members
of the Knox County Bar Association
during its early days was Clark E.
Carr. While serving as postmaster of
Galesburg, he was also a member of
the Gettysburg Cemetery Comuittee,
and legend has it that it was apon his
suggestion that President Lincoln was
asked to speak at the dedication of
the Cemetery. It was at that dedica-
tion that Lincoln delivered the Ceteys.
burg Address,

Mr. Carr fater served as minister to

o member of Knox County
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KNOX (cont.)

Denmark for several years. The King
of Denmark sent his personal car-
penters to assist Mr, Carr in the con-
struction of his Galesburg home. In
that home was held the Hrst cabinet
meeting ever convened outside the
City of Washington, D.C. President
MeKinley, who was visiting Galesburg
at the time, presided at the meeting.

A M. Craig of Galesburg served as
Chief Justice of the [linois Supreme
Court. He was also an officer of

the Constitutional Convention which
wrote the Constitution of 1870, Mr.
Craig's son, C. C, Craig. also served
as Justice of the Illinois Supreme
Court.

William Selden Gale, son of one
of the founders of Galesburg, was
admitted to practice law but never
actively practiced. A member of the
Whig Party, Gale switched to the
newly formed Republican Party, for
which he served as a presidential elec.
tor in 1872, The design of the present
courthouse in Galesburg was taken
from floor plans which Mr. Gale

submitted to the architect. Cale also
served several terms in the State
Legislature, and was one of the
people responsible for getting the
first railroad through Galeshurg. A
contemporary of Gale lamented his
choice not to practice law, saving that
with that decision “this county lost
its oppertunity of furnishing to the
State one of its foremost attorneys”,

E. P. Williarns, Galesburg, another
prominent lawver, served as President
of the Illinois State Bar Associntion in
1808.09,

The Knox County Bar sent three

Lincoln and Douglas held one of their seven joint debates at Knox College in Galesburg or Qutober 7. 1858, Shown here 5 an artist's
drawirg of that famous confrontatinn,
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lawyers to the founding convention
of the Iilinois State Bar Association
which occurred an Jan, 4, 1877, The
three were Oscar F. Price, A, M.
Brown and H. Chrisman, all of whom
thereby became charter members of
the Iilinois State Bar Association,
The Knox County Bar Association
currently has 31 members practicing
in several towns within the county
as well as some members with offices
in surrounding counties. The senior
member of the Bar Association is
Ralph D. Lucas who has been prac-
Heing for 539 years, 34 of them in
Galesburg, The President of the Knox
County Bar Association is Charles
M. Bell, the Secretary is Lane Small-
wood, and Barney Olson I is Vice-

President.
Fay Fa¥

B P, Willlarms, Galesburg, President of the

Hilnols Stare Bar Asscoiation n 1908.0%9.

Alfred M. Cralg, Galesburg, served as z Juse
tice of the Hiirnois Supreme Court from 1873
to 1900, A son, Charles €. Craig. was a
justice of the court from 1913 o 1914,

A plague in Galesburg marks the spot where
Lircoln and Douglas debated on Getober 7,
1858, The debate was held on the campus
of Knox Ceollege.

The Kriox County Courthouse at Galesburg.
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LAKE COUNTY BAR

LAKE COUNTY BAR'S CONTRIBUTION TO SOLUTION
OF LEGAL PROBLEMS IN CONSTRUCTION
OF COURTHOUSE WAS ONE OF ITS FINEST ACHIEVEMENTS

By MINARD E. HULSE, HARRY P. BREGER And JOHN F. WILLIAMS®

HE Lake County Bar As-

sociation was organized in

1912 and Atorney John
& || Pope was the first presi-
dent. It existed as an un-
incorporated association
until its incorporation as
a not for profit corporation on Jan,
9, 1660,

Perhaps one of the greatest high-
lights of the activities of the Lake
County Bar Association was the con-
tribution that was made to the solu-
tiont of the legal problems in the con-
struction of the new courthouse.

In 19538 as an attempt was made
to relieve the overcrowded condition
of the courthouse, a bond referendum
was held which was decisively de-
teated by the voters. However, legis-
lation had been passed permitting a
Public Building Commission to issue
revenue bonds. The Lake County
Public Building Commission was es-
tablished, and after careful study it
was determined that a courthouse
complex was needed. This was to be
a $11,000,000.00 project.

The project was started but a suit
was filed testing the constitutionality
of the incorporation of the Lake
County Building Commission and the
legislation giving authority to create
such 4 commission. The revenue
bonds could not be sold without an
approving opinion of Chapmun & Cut-
ler, and such an opinion could not
be issued as long as there was litiga-
ton pending. The litigation Aled by
Attorney Faul Hamer named Hobert
Bowman on behalf of himself and
all other taxpayers of the County of
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Lake, State of [linois, as Plaintiffs and
the County of Lake, Lake County
Board of Supervisors and, the Lake
County Building Commission as de-
fendants. The State’s Attorney and
the attorney for the Building Commis-
sion defended the litigation.

After a long delay the suit wag
dismissed, but notice of appeal was
filed and after the filing of the record
and briefs and oral argument the
Supreme Court denied the appedl.
Then came the motion for rehearing,
which was denied, but this was not
the end. On the day of denial, another
suit was filed by Attorney Hamer,
again challenging the constitutionality
of the Lake County Public Building
Commission, this time alleging seven-
teen grounds.

The State’s Attorney needed help
and appealed to the Lake County Bar
Association. The Board of Governors
responded and Attorney Gerald C.
Snyder Sr. was retained to try to
bring an end to this litigation. Mr,
Snyder filed a petition for an original
Writ of Prohibition with the Supreme
Court on behalf of the Lake County
Bar Association and Frank M. Daly,
taxpayer, ( Mr. Daly then being presi-
dent of the Bar Association ., asking
that Robert Bowman and all other
taxpavers be restrained from institut-
ing further litigation. This was denied
but in the opinion the Court stated
that the matter could more appropri-
ately be dealt with in the Circoft
Court by a Counterclaim for Infunc-
tion. A Counterclaim was filed and
the Supreme Court assigned the case
to Judge Seidel of the Cireuit Court

of Kane County to hear the case. The
case was set for trial on August 14,
1864, Judge Seidel granted the Coun-
terclaim and signed the injunction
order. A motion for new trial was
filed on the 30th day after the final
order,

The motion contained no certificate
that a copy had been served on oppos-
ing counsel as required by the rules
of the Supreme Court. A motion was
made to strike the mation on this
ground, and this was granted. But
this still was not the end. Opposing
counsel filed notice of appeal in the
expectation of gaining another delay
while the appeal was pending, In
order to avoid this, Mr. Snyder peti-
tioned the Supreme Court to require
the Circuit Court to immediately send
the record to the Supreme Court, to
enter a rule on the opposing counsel
to file his brief in five days, allow
the Bar Association five days to reply
and schedule oral arguments within
15 days. Even though there was no
precedent the Supreme Court granted
the request.

Oral arguments were set within 15
days, and after oral argument the
Supreme Court denied the appeal
But still this was not the end. On
the 20th day opposing counsel filed a
petition for rehearing. It was evident
that even if this were denied a peti-
tion for Writ of Certiorari might be
filed with the United States Supreme
Court and etill keep the litigation

pending. The approving opinion on

pan, membersy of Lake County




the bonds could not be written until
the Muandate of the Illinois Supreme
Court was filed with the Clerk of
the Circuit Court and the Clerk of
the United States Supreme Court con-
firmed that there was no Writ of
Certiorari on file in that Court. To
obwviate a further delay, it was neces-
sary that the opinion approving the
bond issue be delivered, the bonds de-
livered, and check issued for the $11-
OG0,000.00, before any new proceed-
ings were filed after the mandate was
issued,

Arrangements were made wherehy
the Clerk received the mandate im-
mediately after the Issuance, a tele-
phone call was made to the attorney
issuing the opinion, a call was made
to the Clerk of the United States
Supreme Court in Washington, D.C,
verifving that no petition had been
filed, and the issuing of the opinion,
the delivery of the bonds, and the
delivery of the deaft for $11,000.000.00
to the attorney for the Lake County
Building Commission. The funds to
build the courthouse were on hand.

During the construction of the
courthouse complex, Mr. Snyder, in
behalf of the Bar Association, met
with a committee of the Building
Commission, the Judges, and archi-
tects, to plan modern and effcient
courtrooms. Information was obtained
from the files of the American Judi-
caturg Scciety relating to modern
courtrooms, and a study was made
of every new courthouse construction
over a five year period. Numerous
judges and attorneys in the areas
where innovations in courtrooms had
been in use were contacted, and opin-
tons from the Bench and Bar were
seeured ag to the merit or lack of
merit of such facilities. Plans and spe-
cifications were secured from Judge
Forte of Oregon whose court was the
first “Coourt in the Round”. A lengthy
and cooperative relationship with the
architects, and all other parties ve-
sulted in the adoption of the concept
of the “Court in the Round” on a
modified basis.

As a result of studies made by the
American  Judicature Society of -
adequate courthouse space and rooms
throughout the country the Building
Commission was successfully urged
to erect an additional Hoor to meet
the needs of more courtrooms.

The courthouse complex was com-
pleted, and the beantiful new court-
house was dedicated on May 1, 1870,
At the dedication services, the cere-
monial courtroom was jammed, and
there was closed circuit television for
those who were unable to get into
that courtroom. In the impressive
ceremonies with o printed program,
a special award was presented to
attorney Snvder in the form of a
large plaque which contained the fol-
lowing inscription:

“in deep appreciation to Gerald C.
SBnyder 8r., from the Lake County Bar
Aszgeiation for his dedicated, rescurce-
ful, inteiligent, and sueceasful legal
services in the frial court, twice before
the Iineois Supreme Court and onee be-
fore the United States Supreme Court
all rendered witheut charge, which per-

Gerald C. Srwyder. Waukegan, President of
trg llinsis Stave Bar Association in Y9EGLED,
a3 one of the first reciplents of the ISBA
erit Award which was initiated in 1972,
Mo was cirted for hig feaders it atarting
the SBA newsletter, “Trial Briefs,” ard sz
the first Chaieran of the Hinols Supreme
Court dury lnstruction Committee.,

v

mitted the construction of the Lake

County courthouse complex in Wan-

kegan, lliinols, May 1, 158700

The plaque is now on display in
the Courthouse.

Another highlight of the Lake
County Bar Association activities was
the awurding by the Freedom Foun-
dation at Valley Forge to the Bar
Association and the Waukegan Radio
Station WKRS of the George Wash-
ington Honor Medal for outstanding
achievement in bringing about a bet-
ter undesstunding of the American
Way of Life in the presentation of
the radio program, “Steps to Justice.”
This program was presented in con-
nection with Law Week, 19684, Its
purpose and scope was as follows:
The Lake County Bar Association has
long been interested in presenting a
program which would illustrate to the
cornmunity the services which law-
vers and judges perform, and the
manper in which our legal system
functions, It was felt that this could
hest be done by using a criminal trial
presented i & manner to arouse pub-
lic interest and truly illustrate the
principles, rights and duties of all
invelved,

The officers and personnel of Radio
Station WKRS, Waukegan, were also

“interested In such a program, and

were willing to furnish the time neces-
sary, The Bar Association and the
Radio Station felt that many citizens
did not understand our legal system,
nor appreciate its importance in guar-
anteeing our free society, Accordingly,
on January 14, 1964, at the Apnual
Meeting of the Lake County Bar As-
sociation, the members unanimously
passed a Resolution authorizing the
Officers of the Bar Association, and
the Public Relations and Law Day
Cormittees to cooperate with Radio
Station WKRS in the presentation of
such @ series. Immediately, the two
comnittees, and many other lawyers,
whose number was fo eventually ex-
ceed sixty, began their work in pre-
pariig an approprisfe program. A
two page statement of facts, which
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LAKE (cont.)

has been nsed by the Criminal Law
Section of the Ilineis State Bar As-
sociation in 1938, was the basis for
the series. This set of facts raised
many basic questions of law arising
out of an armed robbery which ended
in murder.

Arrangements were made with the
Waukegan Community Plavers, a non-
profit corporation in Lake County, to
furnish the necessary cast for this
program. It was designed to extend
over a period of three weeks calminat-
mg in & “live”, but unrehearsed trial
on Sunday afternoon, May Srd, as
part of general Law Day observance
in the County,

The basic steps of a criminal pro-
ceeding were divided into eleven parts
facilitating  their presentation n a
serial manner.  Arrangements were
made with the High School to use
its Auditorium on Sunday afternoon,
May 3rd, and a special committee
handled arrangements for stage set-
tings. A series of ten scripts was
prepared to realistically illustrate our
Jegal system, the duties and responsi-
bilities of judges and attorneys, the
duties and responsibilities of citizens,
and the rights of a criminal defendant.

The presentation itself, was divided
into three parts for more effective
presentation: Part 1. Was designed
to cover criminal procedure to the
time of the trial, and included the
material which would ordinarily be
related to, and the subject of, a
regular news broadcast. Part 2: Con-
cerned the commencement of the trial,
including a motion to suppress tan-
gible evidence, the selection of a jury,
the opening statements of counsel,
and in this case, the direct and cross
examination of a witness, Part 3.
Concerned the trial itself, and in-
cluded the presentation of evidence
by the prosecution and the defense,
including direct and cross examina-
fion, motions during  the tial the
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preparing and conference on jury in-
structions, closing arguments of coun-
sel, instructing the jury, and their
retirement and return with the verdict.

Many telephone calls and letters
assured us that the listening audience
was impressed by ity realism and in-
terest,

Another highlight of the activities
of the Lake County Bar Association
occeurred during Law Week 1675, This
program was conducted in coopera-
tion with the Waukegan Radio Station
WKRS and consisted of four daily
sessions of a two house model legis-
lature called the “Electronic General
Assembly” and & “Mock Trial.”

In 1967 the Lake County Bar As-
soclation sponsored and assisted in
the establishment of the Legal Re-
terval Bureau of Lake County, Ine.,
commonly referred to as the “Legal
Aid” office. The purpose of “Legal
Aid” was and is to provide representa-
tion to indigent litigants in civil mat-
ters. The office was staffed with three
full time lawvers and two secretaries,

Clavence W, Diver, Waukenar, President of
the Hlinols State Bar Association in 1942.43,

Funding was S0% through Federal
sources with a 20% local contribution.
The Bar Association appeinted six
of their members to serve on the
Board of Directors, meeting once a
month to set Legal Aid policy and
standards, Each vear the President
of the Bar Association appoints or
reappoints six new members to serve
for the ensuing vear,

Since 1867 the Bar Association has
also donated several thousands of dol-
lars in cash to be used by Legal Aid
for its general purposes. Individual
members have also made contribu-
tions such as providing free of charge,
over 1,100 square feet of office space
for the years 1967 to 1975,

Several attornevs have, over the
vears, volunieered to staff the Legal
Aid office during evening hours, to
interview applicants, and where ap-
propriate, have completed the repre-
sentation, without charge from their
own offices.

One particularly dramatic instance
of help being offered by the private
Bar occurred in 1973. At that time
the Legal Aid office was inundated
by a backlog of cases and appealed
to the Lake County Bar Association
for help. The Bar Association sent
a flier to each member asking for
volunteers and almost half of the
membership responded affirmatively
stating they would accept the assign-
ment of one or more case to he
nandled without charge.

The Illinois Bar Association held its
84th Annual Meeting in Wankegan,
Illineis, on June 22, 23, 94, 1980, dur-
ing the presidency of Gerald C. Sny-
der Sr. President Snyder immediately
upon his election as President led the
attack upon the “Economic Anemia”
ot the legal profession and made this
the principal feature of the Annual
Meeting by the presentation of the
Economic Institute. More than 900
lawyers from all over the state re-
spomded to this attack upon Economic
Anemia by attending the Annual
Meeting. This proved to be the larg-
est number attending an annual meet-




ing i the history of the Association.
The Lake County Bar Association was
faced with the problem of housing
and entertainment. Every available
hotel room, motel room and other
lodging in the area was booked and
utitized. Entertainment incdluded a
steer roast at the newly opened -
nois Beach State Park Lodge where
nine hundred people were served
while Tke Cole and his orchestra en-
tertained. Some five hundred wives
attended the meeting, Their enter-
tainment included an all-day trip to
Honey Bear Farm in Wisconsin.

The Economic Institute, the first in
illinois State Bar Association’s history,
was a tremendous success. The large
auditorium on the West Campus of
the Waukegan Township High School
was packed at all three sessions, Na-
tionally known experts demonstrated
the practical way of furnishing effi.
cient legal serviees to clients and se-
curing proper fees. Bookkeeping prac-
tices for large and small Brms, train-
ing the legal secretary, control of
cases, time and profitability, the de-
termination and collection of attorney
tees and practical helpful detail of
conducting a successful practice were
forcefully presented.

This S4th Annual Meeting was
opened by Mortimer Singer, Lake
County Bar Association President, giv-
ing a welcoming address, followed by
an address by Governor Willlam G.
Stratton. At the annual banquet, again
the largest in the history of the Ili-
nois State Bar Association, former
Governor Adlai Stevenson was the
principal spesker,

On August 8, 1978, the Lake Coun-
ty Bar Association was named a recip-
ient of the Award of Merit by the
American Bar Association for a unigue
and outstanding bur association proj-
ect developed and achieved during
1976 in connection with Law Iay
USA. A summary of this profect is as
follows:

A mock Electronic Bicentennial
Constitutional Convention was held
April 26-30, 1876, in the Lake County

Supervisors Board Room. The ses-
sions lasted from 9 am. to 12 noon
and from 2-4 pan., and were hroad-
cast on racio station WKRS of Wan-
kegan, Hiinois,

Thirteen high schools participated.
Each school was assigned « topic and
submitted a proposed article for a
constitution {the convention was run
on the basis that there was no consti-
tution: in force). After the first read-
ing, the sponsoring schools spoke to
its adoption. The proposals were then
subjected to debate and amendment.
Guest speakers appeared as expert
witnesses. Some appeared in person
and others, including two U5, Sena-
tors and two members of the US.
House of Representatives, addressed
the convention by means of a speaker-
phone set-up provided by Hlinois Bell
which allowed the student-delegates
to question them. The public also par-
ticipated by phone.

After the time allotted for debate,
the proposed article was put to a vote
of the delegates. On Friday morning,
April 30, a one-hour formal obser-

vance of Law Day was held with the
circuit court sitting en bane, The
Younger Members Committee of the
Bar Association presented the Liberty
Bell Award and the Honorable John
. Grady, Judge of the Federal Dis-
trict Court for Northern Hlinois, gave
the principal address. On Friday af-
ternoon, the delegates convened at
the radio station. Each proposed ar-
ticle was read and the sponsoring
school gave a short address to its
adoption. The public was then invited
to vote on the article by phoning the
radio station. Of the fifteen articles
proposed, eleven were adopted and
four were defeated.

The Radio Station surveys indicated
an audience of 100,000

During the week, members of the
Bar Association gave twenty-one talks
at panior high scheols throughout the
County,

ITEMS OF INTEREST CON-
CERNING THE LAWYERS OF
LAKE COUNTY:

The Circuit Court of Lake County
was the scene of two trials which

The Lake County Courthouse at Waukegan,
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LAKE (cont.}

received national publicity. The first
was the trial of Willlam Orpet who
was indicted and fiied for marder in
1816. Honorable Charles H. Donpelly
was the presiding Judge. The prose-
cution was represented by Halph J.
Dady, State’s Attorney of Lake Coun-
tv, and he was assisted by Attorney
David Joslyn from Woodstock, Me-
Henry County, and Attorney Eugene
M. Runvard of Waukezan., The De-
fendant was represented by Attorney
James H. Wilkerson of the firm of
Wilkerson, Cassels and Potter of Chi-
cago, and Atiormey Leslie P, Hanna
of Wankegan, After a two months
long sensational trial, the defendant
was acquitted. James H. Wilkerson
was later appointed Judge of the
United States District Court and pre-
sided at the trial of Al Capone.

The second trial which received
national publicity was the wwial of
Len Small, former Covernor of the
State of Ilinois, Governor Small was
indicted in 1921 for conspitacy and
embezzlement. The defendant was
arraigned betore the Honorable Claire
C. Edwards, Judge of the Circuit
Court of Lake County, and after many
preliminary motions the trial pro-
ceeded, The prosecution was repre-
sented by Col. A. V. Smith, States
Attorney, Attormey Ralph ] Dady,
and Attorney Edward J. Brundage,
Attorney General of the State. The
defense was represented by Attorney
C. E. LaForgee of Decatur, and At
torney Werner H. Schroeder of Chi-
cago, and Attorney Alexander F.
Beaubien of Waukegan, After a two
month trial the defendant was ac-
guitted,

Two former presidents of the Lake
County Bar Association have served
as Presidents of the Hlinois State Bar
Associntion: Clarence W, Diver, de-
ceased, and Gerald C, Spyder Sr.

CGerald C. Snyder Sr., was the father
of the Hrst and most famous Section
4471384

publication of the Hlinois State Bar
Association, "“Trial Briefs,” and was
its editor from 1835 to 1960. The
1ilinois Supreme Court appointed him
chairman of the [lineis Supreme
Court Jury Iustruction Committee.
He was chairman of this committee
frome 1956 to 1966 and was co-editor
of llinois Pattern Jury Instructions.
In 1956 he was clected chairman of
the National Conference of Bur Presi-
dents. He was a sponsor of and on
the Board of Trustees of the Institute
for Court Management, Denver, Colo-
rado, and on the steering Committee
which originated the National Center
for State Courts, Washington, D.C.
The Hlinois State Bar Association pre-
sented him with the Award of Moerit
for Service to the Professiom on June
20, 1972, On June 21, 1976, the
American Judicature Society presented
Gerald C. Snyder Sr., with the Her-
bert Harley Award in recognition of
services in promoting The Effective
Administration of Justice.

Three attorneys from Lake County
have been appointed to the United

SRR

ludge John F Grady, Waukegan, a judpe of
the U5 Districe Court for the MNorthern
District of Hinois and formerly & member of
the Hinois Stare Bar Association Assembly.

States District Court of Northem 11li-
uois: Henry Blodgett by President
Grant; Bernard M. Decker by Presi-
dent Kennedy; and John F. Grady
by President Ford.

Appellate Court Justice Thomas J.
Moran of Lake County was elected
Justice of the Supreme Court of 1ili-
nois i the election of Nov, 2, 1978,

Some mention should be made of
the legal and political career of Elijah
M. Haines, Mr. Haines was a promi-
nent lawyer in Lake County between
1845 and 1880, Mr. Haines platted
a village of Hainesville which is lo-
cated west of Grayslake on Belvidere
Road {State Boute 120). He owned
& farm in that vicinity and the village
of Hainesville was organized around
1850. The village of Hainesville is
still a small community. Us activity
as a village was dormant for many
vears but about 20 vears ago the
activities of the village were revived
and it is now a thriving village.

Mr. Haines was an independent in
politics during the years when the
Democratic and Republican voling
strength was somewhere near equal
-~ around 1875, He was elected a
member of the lower house of the
legislature from the district then in-
cluding Lake County. He went to
Springfield for the opening session of
the legislature as an independent rep-
resentative from the Lake County
district.

It so happened at the election at
which Mr. Haines was elected as an
independent that the number of rep-
resentatives between Democrats and
Republicans was exactly equal. The
political leaders called a caucus for
the purpose of attempting to select
a speaker of the house and were
completely deadlocked. The Repub-
lican members of the legislature con-
sistently voted for a member of their
chodee ard of their party for speaker
and the Democratic members of the
legislature  consistently veted for a
member of their party as speaker of
the house and that vote was equal




Mr. Haines did not vote with either
party as he was elected as an inde-
pendent.

After many davs of political wrang-
ling, a solution was found — elect
FElijah M. Haines as Speaker of the
House — as he was in a position to
cast a deciding vote. He accepted
the honor and served as Speaker of
the House during one term. Mr.
Haines was 2 prominent lawver and
had powerful political connections
throughout the State.

Mr. Haines wrote a history of Lake
County dated in 15352, It is a well
written, interesting history and the
first of its kind in the country. Very
few copies of the history are now in
existence.

Elijah Haines in his book previously
mentioned listed the lawyers and offi-
cials present at the opening of the
first term of the Circuit Court in Little
Fort (now Waukegan} on October
20, 1841, The presiding Judge was
Theodore W, Smith, who was also
a Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court
at that time. There had recently been
passed legislation which created a
nine-member Supreme Court and
which required each member also to
“ride circuit”. Among the lnwyers in
attendance was Isaac Hopkinson, the
first lawyer to settle in Little Fort.

The Lake County Bar Asscciation
is unique in having a law family now
in its fourth generation of direct suc-
cession practicing law in Waukegan
for 121 years. Tsaac Clarke and his
brother Francis came to Waukegan
from Vermont a few vears apart
Isaac came first after receiving his
law degree at Dartmouth College in
1848, He first worked as a professor
at the Wankegan Academy while
studying law with Elisha Ferrv and
was admitted to the Bar in 1855 and
entered into partnership with Elichs
Ferry, Francis established his resi-
dence here in 1830 bur returned to
Dartmouth to finish his law shudies
and then returned to Waukegan in
1851, Francis became principal of

the Waukegan Academy and remained
in this position until he was admitted
to the Bar in 1835, He practiced law
and became County Judge in 15879,
In the meantime Francis had been
County Superintendent of Schools
from 1862 to 15870 and Superintendent
of the City Schools for several years.
He also served as Master in Chancery
from about 1568 to 15891,

Isaae Clarke enlisted in the Army
shortly after the outbreak of the Civil
War and was killed at the Battle of
Chickamauga in 1863, His son, Elam
Lewis Clarke, practiced law in Wau-
kegan from 1898 until his death in
1929. His son, Lewis Douglas Clarke,
is now engaged in the practice of law
in Waukegan and is a past president
of the Bar Association. His son, Lewis
Jr., is also now practicing with him,

The firm of Whitney and Upton,
consisting of Charles Whitnev and
William C. Upton. was a prominent
law firm in Waukegan during the
early years of this century. Judge

Whitney was elected Cirenit Judge
in the year 1911, and served until his
death in 1914, He was assigned to
the Appellate Court in and for the
second district sitting in Ottawa. He
was succeeded by Judge Claire C.
Edwards who served until 1930 and
was succeeded by Judge Ralph J.
Dady. Judge Dady served until his
retirernent I 1955 and also served as
& Justice of the Appellate Court,

Mention should also be made of
Perry L. Persons, a lawyer of Wau-
kegan who was elected County Judge
of Lake County in 1910 and served
until 1946,

In 1922 the County of Lake had
reached sufficient population so that
it was entitled to a separate Probate
Court. An election was held for pro-
bate judge in that year and Martin
C. Decker of Waukegan was elected
Probate judge. He served from the
time of his election until his retire-
ment about 23 years later.

&1

Thiz fz the frst Bous of "Trial Briefs” started in 1955 urder the editorship of Gersid C.

Sryder.

Sr, Srvder’s role as “Georae” i the newsletfer spurred interest in the newsletter

and its readership soon reached into the thousands,
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LAWRENCE COUNTY BAR

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE WILLIAM WILSON
PRESIDED AT THE FIRST CIRCUIT COURT SESSION

formed Lawrence County,
Hlinois, occcurred at the
June term, 1821, in the
home of Toussaint Dubeis,
This was the first Cir
cuit Court. The judge holding the
court was Supreme Court Justice Wil-
liam Wilson, The Circuit Attorney
wag John M. Bobinson, At the No-
vember term, 1821, General W, John-
ston produced a Ticense to practice
law in the State of Iilinois (by whom
issued does not appear} and took the
oath to suppart the Constitution of
the United States and of the State
of linois and the oath of office as
counselor and attorney at law.

Attornevs G. W. Johnston, John
McClain {a native of Kentucky), Ed-
ward Mundy {Wabash}, John Law,
J. O. Wattles {Albion), Edwin B.
Webb {who was in the 1llinois Legis-
lature for many vears:, R. Daniel,
A. M. Robertson, George Ewing and
John M. Robinson {the prosecuting
attorney at the June term, 1521, who
was also a United States Senator],
practiced in Lawrence County during
the vears 1521 to 1825, as well as
in Edwards and Wabash Counties.
These attornevs appear to have been
circuit riders.

{‘—‘——“‘ HE first record of any le-
I gal activity in the newly
B

The Judges and State’s Attorneys
wha served Lawrence County from
the vears 1525 through the present
date are listed below:

JUDGHE

James O, Watiles, Ezq ..., ..

(15251827}
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IN LAWRENCE COUNTY

By MAURICE E. GOSNELL”

Thomas T Browne .............. 1827
{1 year, 1827
Willlam Wiison, Hsq. ..., Apr. 1827
{1819-1825)
(15281835}
{1841.184%)
Justin Harlan, Esq. .. ......Mar, 1835
(18358-1841)
{1848-1858)
Alexander Grout .......... Hept. term
iR35 only
Justin Harlan ..., .. ..., Mar. 182§
Willlam Wilson ............ Apr. 1842
Fustin Harlan ... .......... Apr. 1849
Jusiin Harlan ... .0 oL, 1857
James C, Allen ............ v ens 1861
{ecommiseioned 7/1/1861
resigned 12/31/71862)
Aaron Bhaw . ... ... Apr. 1863
{eommissioned 3/0/1863.1867)
Richard 3. Canby ............... 1867
James C.Allen ... .. 1873
STATE'S ATTORNEY
J.M, Robinson ... ... ... Apr, 18287
OB Fiekln ... ........... Mar, 1535

{Mt. Carmel}
E. B. Webh & Aaron Shaw. . Mar. 1%38
{1R38-18863

Aarcn Shaw ..., . ... Apr. 1542

Finney D, Preston .. ............ 1861

Alfred Kitchell, ..o ... Sept. 1562
prosecuior

BEdward T. Wilson .......... Apr. 1863

Finney DL Preston ... ... ..... 1874

H A Briseoe ................ ... 1872

{died in office)
Thomas B. Huffmasn
The following appear in Circuit
Court records as attorneys practicing
in Lawrence County between 1580
1880: 1. G. Bowman, Aaron Shaw,
Alfred Kitchell D L. Brewer, DL B,
Abernathy, Louis Abernathy, Jehn
Fickds, Willisrm Robingon, T. P. Low
ery, H. A. Briscoe, 1. N, Farnsworth,
]. M. Longnecker, J. C. Denmy, Wik
son & Havward, James §. Pritchett,
E. C. Callzhan, who was to be Presi-

dent of the Iilinois State Bar As-
sociation in 15888 [Bobinson), E. B
Green (Mt Carmel), H. C. Sands,
William J. Crews, S. B. Bowlind,
William Lindsay, T. A. Stewart, and
Thomas B. Huffman.

Many distinguished and colorful
lawvers occupied the Judicial offices
of the County from 1880 to the pres-
end date as shown below.

CIRCUTY JUDGE

Chauncey 8. Conger ............ 1880
William C. Jones ... o ooy 1882
Thomas €, Casey .. ..., . ... ... iR84
William ¢, Jones .. ... .. vvnes 1885
Carroll €. Boggs ... oiviiiinnnn 1858
WiHlam C Jones .. ... ... .0 1888
S 0% Landes ... ... i 1882
B D Younghicod ... ... ... 18§82
S.Z Landes ..o iiiiie s 1598
Enoch E. Newlin .........c0eaunn 1504
PoA PBETCE L vt inicriannnn 1504
J. R. Credghton .......... ... ... 1608
BOE Newln . ... ooieeauieens 1608
W, H. Green .. . oo e, 1848
E.E Newiin ... oo iniiiainans 1812
Jasch B, Creighton ... ... .. ... 1512
William H. Grees .........coo0. 1812
Charles H. Miller ............... 1412
J. €O Bagleton ... i 1816
Charles H, Miller ..., ... ... ... 1518
Julius C. Kern ... oo s L 1820
J. € Eagleton . ....... . .o o 1820
Charles H. Mifler ..., ... o000 1820
Charles H, Martin .............. 1924
FC Bagleton ... oo 1924
Hovy B, Pearse ... ......... 0. ... 1928
Juliug C. Kern ..o 1928
Charles H. Miller ... ... ... ... 19828
RBoy B Pearte .. ... .. coiveoinos 1982
W, Jee HIL ... ... ..., 1882
Dlaine Muffman ... ... ...... ... 1088
Roy E. Pearce ...... PP s 1834
W, doe HilL ... .. e 1524
Bilaine Huffiman ........ ..., ... 1884




W, Joe HIill (... Ll 1936
Blaine Huffman ................ 1836
Roy . Pearee .................. 1438
W. Joe Hill (... ... 0. . ... 1528
Blaine Haffman ........... ... ... 1838
Hoy B, Pearce . ... .. ... ........ 1946
W.odee Hill .. o oo 1940
Blaine Huffman ...............,.1840
Roy B Pearee ... ...............1942
W.oJoe Hill ... ... ... 1942
Biaine Huffman ... ... ......... 1542
Rov . Pearce ........,......... 1544
W, Joe HID ... .. o L. 1544
Biaime Huffman .. ....... ....... 1844
B.W. Bevaldi ... ... ..., .. 1946
Charles T. Randolph .. ....... ... 1948
Caswell J. Crebs ... . . ... .. .. 1546
B W Eovaldi .................. 1648
Charles T, Randolph ... ........ 1348
Caswell J, Crebs ... ........... 1848
B.W, Bovaldi ... ........ ... ... 1850
Charles T Randoiph ............ 1850
Caswell J, Crebs ... ... ... .. 1350
B W, Eovaldi .................. 14558
Charles T, Handolph .. ....... ... 1862
Cagwell J. Crebs .. ... ... ..... 1952
B, W, Bovaldi ... ... .. ... .. .. 1954
Charles T, Randelph ..., ..., 1854
Casweil J. Crebs ... ... ... 1654
B.W, Bovaldl ........ . ... ... 1954
Chartes T, Randolph ............ 1968
Caswell I Crebs ... .. ..., .. 1968
Roy . Gulley .................. 1858
Randall 8 Quindry ......... ..., 1658
Caswell J. Crebs ... ... ..... 1988
Roy O, Galley ........... . ...... 1880
Randall 8, Quindry .............. 1980
Caswell J. Crebs .. .............. 1968
Boy O, Gulley .......... .. ...... 1462
Randall 8. Quindry ... ... ..., 1962
Caswell I Creba .. ..., ..., 1962
Koy O, Gulley .. ... .. . oo .. 1964
Randall 8. Quindry .............. 1984
Charles E. Jones ................ 1864
Roy G. Gulley ............... ..., 1486
Randail 8. Quindry .......... .. .. 1968
Charles B, Jones ... ... ... .... 1988
Roy O, Gulley ... .. . ... ... 1968
Randall 8 Quindry .............. 1568
Charles 8, Jones ... ... ........ 18638
Roy O, Gulley ... ... ... .. ... ... 1870
Handall 8 Quindry ... .. ....... 187

Charles B Jones .. ... .. ... .. 157G
Roy O. Guiley ... ... .. ... .. 1872
Randall 8 Quindry ... ... ... .. .. 1872
Charles E. Jones ... ... ... ..... 972
Philip B. Beneflel ... ... .. ... ... 14872
Phitip B Beneflel ..., ..., . ... . 1978

COUNTY JUDGE

Frank £ Meserve . ... ... .. ... 1E88
Amos M, Goedman .. ..., .. Jan., 15887
J.oB Madding . ... L. Diee, 1856%
Jo0, Madding ... ... 15483
Jasper L1 THGE
J : 37

Supreme Court Chief fustice William Wilson
who, 25 a circuit riding judge, presided at

the trial of Elizabeth Reed.

JoA Benson ... oo 1914
Otto W. Longnecker ............ 1915
o B OFish oo o e 1918
Jasper A. Benson ............... 1526
NoMoTohill Lo 1821
Philip H. Lewis .............. .. 1534
PoH Jewis ... . 0 ol 1838
N.M. Tobhill ..., 1942
N, M. Tohill {died 1847y ....... .. 1848
R, 8 Bimpson ............... ... 1860
R. & Simpsen ..................15854
R. 8, Bimpsen . ...... ... ... 18568
Lester B, Fish ... ... . 00, 1962
Lester B, Fish ........... ... ... 1266
Phitip B. Bepefiel ............... 1348
STATES ATTORNEY
OB Huffman .. .o oL L 1888
K. P Snavder ... ... ... ..., 1882
Byivester J, Gee ... .. ... .. ..., 1888
John B, MeGaughey ... ... .. .. 1842
Noah M. Tehill oo o 1888
George W, Lackey .. ... ... ... .. 1804
Themas F. Cunningharm ... .. .. .. 1562
B.O Samner ... .. 1508
H.oM Shew .. .. 1512
Blzaine Hufman ... .. ... ..., .. 1518
(tte W, Longnecker ., ... ... 1526
Philip H. Lewis ... .. ... . ... ... 1884
Guy E. MeGaughey ... ... ... 1528
Guy B MelGaughey ... ... 1838

Foseph F. Diver ... ...
M. E. Gozpell

o
RERRE

Augustus C. French, a Crawford County at.
torney who reportedly helged defend Eliza-
beth Reed i that famous criminal case, He
tater became Governor of HHineis.

M, E Gosnell ..., ............. 1844
Philip B. Beneflel ....... ........ 1948
R, D. Cunningham .............. 1952
K. D. Cunniagham .............. 14954
H. D Cumpningham .............. 1960
BEdward Benecki ................ 1864
R. D, Cunningham .............. 1868
R. 8 Bimpson .................. 1978
RS Bimpson .................. 197

The lawyers who practiced in Law-
rence County from 1880 through 1976
{not in chronological order} were:
John O. Martin, Guy E, McGaughey,
Fred W. Gee, Noah M. Tohill, George
W, Lackey, James O. Groff, T. H.
Cunningham, $. C. Lewis, Frank C.
Meserve, C. J. Borden, Philip W.
Bames, Sylvester J. Gee, Charles H.
Martin, Thornas B. Huffman, Byron
Sumner, George Hulfman E. M.
Kingshury, Lester B. Fish, Raleigh
M. Shuw, Philip H, Lewis, Benjamin
O. Sumner, Blaine Huffman, Guy E.
McGanghey Ir., George A. Lackey,
Johm B, MeGaughey, Mauarice E. Gos-
nell, Joseph F. Diver, | Edward Day,
George M, Proctor, Walker ]. Henry,
Richard 8. Simpson, Philip B. Benefiel,
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LAWRENCE (cont)

HRobert Cain, Rohert Fitzpatrick, Ros-
coe [, Cunninghem, Charles L. Quin-
dry, Edward Benecki, John Lindsey,
Samuel H, Tavlor, John F. Borden,
Douglas A, Enloe, Allen Large, and
Murphey Laznd.

A few highlights about the judges
and lawyers of Lawrence County:

The Heon, William Wilson, one of
the earliest judges in the State of
Hlinois, and the frst judge to hold
court in Wabash and Lawrence Coun-
ties, came from Virginia. He had
the dubious distinetion of being the
trial judge in the infammous case of
People v. Elizabeth Reed, who was
convicted of poisoning her husband,
and hanged near what is now the
foothall feld of the Lawrenceville
Township High School.  Elizabeth
Reed was the only woman ever exe-
cuted by civil authorities in the State
of Hlinois,

Aaron Shaw was admitted to the
Bar in 1835, He was the prosecutor
in the People ©. Elizebeth Beed case.
He was subsequently elected to the
Legislature in 1850 and to Congress in
1857, He moved to Olney and ended
his davs in the practice of the law
there.

Joseph G. Bowman was admitted
to the Bar in Wabash County but
located in Lawrence County in 1835
and practiced in Lawrence County for
over 35 years.

A voung attorney named Frederick
A. Thomas came to Lawrence County
about 1840, was elected Circuit Clerk,
and died in office.

Two Abernathys practiced law in
Lawrence County. Both located in
Fawrence County about 1863 Lewis
Abernathy was elected to office as
School Commissionar and David B
Abernathy was appointed and acted
ag Master in Chancery,

T P Lowery migrated to Lawrence
County as an attorney in the year
1860. He was County Survevor for

4871584

Ethelbert Callahan, Robimson, one of the
feunders of the |llinois State Bar Assoclation
and President in 1889, practiced in Lawrsnce
County as well as in Crawford County. his

home county,  Retired Justice Caswell 1
Crebs, Robinson, is a grest step son of
Ethelbert Callashan,

two terms, later became school Super-
intendent and Justice of the Peace,
and left Lawrence County for Texas
after 1872.

Jehu Fields was a graduate of the
law department of the State Uni-
versity of Indiana, was admitted to
the Bar in 1867, was a partner of
E. B. Green of Mt. Carmel, practiced
law in Lawrenceville, He was Master
in Chancery from 1871.1878.

William J. Crews studied law un-
der J. G, Bowman and was admitted
to practice in 1846, He became
County Judge in 1867 and resigned in
1872 when he was elected to the
State Senate,

Thomas B. Huffman was admitted
to the Bar in 1869, He was elected
County Judge in 1872 to A1l the v
caney oeeasioned by the resignation
of Witliam J. Crews. He was later
chosen to Bl the vacaney in the office
of Prosecuting Attorney and ultimately
was elected to that office. He was
a partner with D B, Abernathy in

1889, with E. C. Callahan for two
vears, with D. L. Brewer from 1881-
1682, and in 1582 became a pariner
with Sylvester J. Gee who had studied
law in the law office of Brewer &
Huflman,

S. B. Rowland was admitted to the
Bar in 1871, He was a graduate of the
law department of the University of
Michigan. In 1582, when a partner
with T. P. Lowery, he purchased the
Lawrence County Democrat. He later
formed a partnership with E. §. Wil
son of Olney, and moved to that city.

George Hulbman, a brother of
Thomas B, Huffman, was admitted to
the Bar in 1871, In 1878 he began the
practice of law in Lawrenceville. In
1850 he formed a partnership with
Frank C. Meserve and the Hufiman
& Meserve partnership purchased the
Democratic Herald in 1851 and pub-
lished it for many years.

Frank C. Meserve was the son of
a lawver. He was a graduate of
Boston University in the vear 1877
and completed his legal training in
the office of Callahan & Jones, attor-
neys, of Robinson. He was admitted
to the Bar in 1880 and practiced law
in Lawrenceville until his death in
1933,

C. ]. Borden, a native of Pennsyi-
vania, was a graduale of the law de-
partment of the University of Louis-
ville, in 15879 and practiced law in
Lawrenceville commencing with the
vear 1851

Philip W. Barnes was admitted to
the Bar in 1582, opened an office in
Lawrenceville on December 4 of that
vear, was elected County Judge in
1582, and practiced law in Lawrence-
ville until his death in 1929,

S5, ]. Gee was one of the most
prominent and successful attorneys in
Lawrenceville. He organized the
Farmers State Bank which became the
leading hank in the County,

Raleigh M. Shaw was a leading trial
lawyver who served twe terms in the
State Senmate. In 1933 he was Gove
ernor Homer's Floor Leader.




1. Edward Day was a member of
the McGaughey firm in the early
105, He later became Post Master
General of the United States.

The writer became a trial lawver
with practice throughout Southeast-
ern IHinois and has been active in the
Hlinois State Bar Association for many
vears,

Philip B. Benefiel was the youngest
State’s Attorney ever clected in Law-
rence County, He served two vears
in the Ilnois Senate.

Roscoe 13, Cunningham served more
terms as State’s Attorney than any
other incumbent. In 1970 he was
clected to the llinois House of Rep-
resentatives.

The newest member of the Law-
rence County Bar is Buth Amn Gos-
netl, who was admitted May 18, 1976,
and immediately became a member of
the firm of Gosnell, Benecki, Borden,
& Enloe, Ltd.

The most famous lawver who ap-
pears in the Court Records of the
County was Abraham Lincoln who
represented Daniel L. Gold, Adminis-
trator of the J. C. Reilley Estate in an
action in the 1540%,

TaY e

N

J, Edward Dy, Lawrerceville, practiced in
that town befors becoming Post Master Gen
eral under President Kennady.

R

The Lawrence County Courthouse at Lawrencevilie,
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY BAR

LIVINGSTON COUNTY'S COURTHOUSE WAS
THE SITE OF SEVERAL NOTABLE CRIMINAL TRIALS.

FORTY-SIX LAWYERS

NOW RESIDE IN THE COUNTY.

hen the first white settler,
+ Valentine Martin Darnall,
o i Virginian, came to Liv-

ingston County with his
family in 1830, they se-
lected for their future
home, a clear spot in a
timber land area south of Fairbury,
At this time, a tribe of Kickapoo
Indians, 630 in number, oceupied
“Olivers  Grove” located south of
Chatsworth and about 12 miles dis-
tant from the Darnall home. The
Kickapoos, a friendly tribe, were re-
moved by the government in 1832
to a reservation west of St Louis,
Livingston County, the fourth larg-
est county in the state, was formed
by an act of the legislature in 1837
out of Mclean and LaSalle Counties.
The territory had formerly been a
part of Cook and Vermilien Counties.
The county had a population in 1837
of 4530, Pursuant to this legislative
act, Henry Weed, Lucius Young and
Seth Young agreed to donate a block
of ground. $3,000.00 in cash and an
acre of ground for the erection of a
courthouse. Also a site for a jail, and
a stray pen lot. and in addition, agreed
¢ to build a wagon bridge over the Ver-
. milion River near the land donated
by them.
.~ The county was named for Edward
- Livingston, a member of a distin-
¢ guished and wealthy family residing
- in the Hast. Livingston served as
- Mavor of New York City, as 2 Con-
- gressman from New York and later
. from Lounisiana and then as a Senator
fromm Louisiana, a minister to France
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and Secretary of State under President
Jackson.

The first courthouse, 20 %30 feet
and two stories high, was constructed
at a cost of £500.00 in 183940 by a
Mr. John Foster, The weather boards
were walnut planks and the roof was
of walnut shingles, all obtained from
nearby timber land and cut at 2 saw
mill on the bank of the Vermilion
River. The first courthouse was moved
in 1836 to the present site of the First
Methodist Church in Pontiac to make
roamn for the construction of a larger
courthouse. The second courthouse
way built at a cost of $14,000, At this
time, it is recorded that many county
residents thought that the building
under construction was larger and
mare expensive than necessary and
that it could have been built for less
thany 810000, When completed, the
Pontiac Post Office was located in
ene room of the new courthouse and
practicing attornevs occupied offices
not in use by regularly elected officers.
After the Civil War, the courthouse
square became an evesore and the
courthouse burned to the ground on
July 4, 1874 Two fireproof vaults
were erected in 1571 to house the
records and these vaults withstood the
fire and saved the records from dam-
age, The cost of the constructon of
the new conrthouse which was built
and accepted in 1875 was shightly in
expess of §75.000, The contractors logt
about 315.006.00 in building the court-
house and became bankrapt in part by
thiy loss,

A number of notable crimes tried

in Livingston County included one
that resulted in the hanging of Johan-
nes DeBoer, who at the age of 19 years
was charged with the murder of Ella
Martin, 186, near the lllinois Central
tracks south of Minonk, Hlinois. Feel-
ings ran high, and as a result, the
case was transferred to Livingston
County, and on the day of the trial
se many persons from the Minonk area
jammed the courthouse that the Gov-
ernor was reguired to place the Na-
tionmal Guard in charge during the
trial. and the prisoner was marched
from the jail to the courtroom between
two lines of soldiers to prevent bodily
harm by the infuriated citizenry. De-
Boer was convicted and hanged in
the County Jail in March 1880.

In another case, a Mary Murphy
was found murdered November 11,
1858 south of Pontiac near the C&A
Railroad tracks. A Negro named Bob
was arrested and after a preliminary
hearing was discharged. In May of
1859, another Negro by the name of
Morris was arrested in Wisconsin and
brought to jail in Bloomington as
the Livingston County Jail was not
built until 1866, Morris was confined
until the fall of 1880 when his trial
began resulting in an 11 to 1 failure
to convict, The case was transferred
to Kankakee County where he was
cenvicted in a second trial in April,
1881, condemned to hang, and was
hanged in Kankakee in May of that
vear. In a history of Livingston Coun-
tv published in 1909 in referring to
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this conviction, it is stated that in
1877 one of the Hildehrand brothers,
notoricus desperades, on his death bed
in Baltimore, Marvland, confessed to
the murder of Mary Murphy stating
that he was on a horse stealing ex-
pedition near Pontiae with two well
known eriminal characters and his
confession became the subject mutter
of wide-spread publicity in Eastern
and cther newspapers,

A guard at the Pontice Reformatory,
now known as Correctional Center,
was killed by an immate in 1922, The
accused was tried and sentenced to
hang by Judge Stevens R. Baker a
few weeks after he took his office as
Circuit Judge. As a result, the ac-
ensed was hanged in the courthouse
yvard and this was the last hanging
in Livingsten County. The Sheriffs
Office has the custody of the rope
used in this hanging as well as 2
stand-by rope if its use became neces-
sary.

Many of the men who practiced
law in the early days in Livingston
County came from the East, Maine,
Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania,
Ohio and one from Scotland and
surprising number of them were pri-
marily farmers who in- their spare
time studied law and started to prac-
tice faw in the county and a consider-
able number of them upon retiring
resamed farming, Prior to the local
residents practicing law in Livingston
County, most of the early lawyers
came from Bloomington and Ottawa,
Woodford G. McDowell was the first
resident lawyer in the county. Like
mary cther practitioners, he was never
admitted to the Bar. He operated a
saw mill, ran a store, farmed and
studied law as a side line and was
appointed first Muster in Chancery
in 1844 by a Cirenit Judge residing
iy Ottaws, Hlinois and he was elected
County Jadge in 18389, The first regu-
lar term of the Clrcuit Court was held
840 fiy 5 log cubin on the bank of
the Ergi’
This s

oy before
courthouse was completed,

wmilion B

presided over by Samuel H.
Springfeld and later Judse
Fvan 5. Leland of Oltaws presided
as Jodge m Pontisc

Much to the everlasting credit and
good judement of the people of Liv-
ngston County and their elected offi-
cials, all plans fo relocate the court-
house in some outlying area near the
eity limits and build it new at a cost
of several mithon dollars was rejected.
Instead, an excellent remodeling job
of the interfor of the existing building
was commenced in 1975 and com-

pleted in 1976 by Opperman and Son:
3&(.;}5 contractors at a cost of approxi-
mately 8380000, The exterior of the
existing courthouse, 100 vears old,
when the interior was remodeled, re-
mains unchanged aside from land-
scaping. In addition to a full base-
ment and two vaults construeted in
1871 and not destroved in the fre
of 1574, the two stories provide with
air conditioning, convenient accom-
modations for the following county
offices:  County  Treasurer, Cireunit
Clesk, Sheriff, Zoning Commission,
County Clerk and  Recorder and
State’s Attorney on the first floor. The

Judge Samue! M. Treat,

second Hoor, with elevator serviece,
provides offices for the three divisions
of the Cirenit Court, namely the Gen-
eral Division presently i}rc&lded over
by Circuit Judge William T. Caisley,
the Associate Division presided over
by Circuit Judge, Darrell Keno, and
the County Division presided over by
Cirenit Judge, Charles E. Glennon.
Fach division has a separate jury
room, conference room and Judge’s
Chambers. Separate offices are also
provided on the second floor for the
County Prebation Officer and  the
County Board, The following is a list
of the judges of the Cireuit Cowrt of
Livingston County, all of whom were
residents of the County with the ex-
ception of William T. Caislevy who s
a resident of Bloomington, and the
nonresident judges assigned to serve
Livingston County from 1801 to 1897:
Nuthandal J. Pillsbury
Nonresident Judges
George W. Patton
Stevens R, Buaker
Clyde H. Thompson

1 %QE 1897
1857-1921
1921-1933
1933-1938

Frank A. Ortman 19738-1939
Rov Sesler 19739-1951
Hubert Edwards 1951-1939

R. B. Phillips

Stephen Adsit 1970-1973

William T. Caisley 1973
The following is a list of the lawyers

residing in Livingston County and

currently in practice:

mel (e ¥eT, Alon ?f‘ W‘, Clz{;’, Rich-

1960-1970

AR!

Ht nry _"»’( Phillips,

Faraday J,
Ghre Al T(x:;'f;
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MACOUPIN COUNTY BAR

JOHN M. PALMER, A UNION GENERAL
AND LATER THE GOVERNOR OF ILLINOIS,
WAS A MEMBER OF THE MACOUPIN BAR

By LUCILE 1.

HISTORY of the Macou-
pin County Bar is impos-
sible to write without re-
viewing some history of
/o1l Macoupin County.

ﬂ? ‘Qg Macoupin County was
created in January, 15829,
by the State Legislature.

The first judge of this Circuit was
Samuel D. Lockwood of the Supreme
Bench, Until 1533 the judges of the
Supreme Court were required to per-
form circuit duty. At that time a law
was passed severing the duties of
supreme and circnit judges.

The first courthouse was built of
logs in 1830. It was ordered con-
structed by the County Court which
assembled at the log home of Ezekiel
Good, an early settler. The specifica-
tions were that it was to be built of
hewn logs, 18x 24 feet, For ten vears
this crude log house served as the
frontier seat of justice and answered
all of the requirements of that early
period. Finally it became too small
for the growing needs of the time,
and at a special term of court held
in 1836, plans were outlined for the
erection of a more modern building.
Plans were adopted for. a two-story
structure to cost 815,000, It was to be
of brick and was 50 x50 feet. Back
in the early fifties, Abraham Lincaln,
then a struggling voung lawyer, tried
a chancery case in this courthouse.

In an early period, Abraham Lin-
coln and Stephen A, Douglas, both
destined to be lfe-long political op-
ponents, amd o achieve pgreat and
enduring fame, came here a few times
in the practice of the law. Douglas
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at one time was State’s Attorney of
the district. There were records in
Lincoln’s own handwriting on file in
the office of the Cirenit Clerk for
many years but unfortunately they
cannot be located at this tHime.

A history of the Macoupin County
Bar would be incomplete without
mention of the famous “Million Dollar
Court House”, still in use today, The
cornerstone was laid under much con-
troversy in 1887, and although the
building was completed in February
of 1870, the controversies, legal ac-

2

Gareral Johey 8 Palrmer, 3 Macoupin County
frwyer, served v the Ol War and became
Goverser of Hlincis in 1859,

tions and political disputes over the
same continued for 40 years when on
July 21, 1910, Governor Charles §.
Deneen presided at a  celebration
burning the last bond.

1t is believed that Macoupin County
has the oldest law firm in the State
of Hlinois, which has existed aned con-
tinued on one site since the time of
its founding in 1839 by John M.
Palmer, who served as a General in
the Unicn Army in the Civil War and
later became Governor of Illinois.
General John 1. Rinsker, Thomas
Rinaker, T. K. {Kelly) Rinaker, 8. O.
Smith Jr., our recently deceased Ap-
peliate Judge, M. E. Hebron, W. W,
Denby, and Diane L. Brunton have
all been associated with this office.

The following Macoupin County
men have served on the cirenit bench
since the new court house was built:

Judge W. R, Welch, Judge Robert
B. Shirley, Judge Frank W. Burton,
Judge Victor Hemphill, Judge [. E
Wilhite, Judge 8. O. Smith Jr., Judge
Paul Verticehio, Judge Frances |
Bergen, Judge Bohert B, McKechan,
Associate Judge Dennis Schwartz, and
Judge Joseph P. Koval.

Judges who have served on the
county bench, beginning with 1548,
are as follows:

John M. Palmer, James Breden, G.
W, A, Cloud, William Weer, Samuel
8. Gilbert, George Tudd, Thaddeus 1.
Loomis, Thomas B, Rice, John Yowell

Isham J. Peebles, P. C. Huggins, A
A Atking, Martin Olmstead, L. P

£ ZTaon Bar As.
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Peebles, A. N. Yancey, David E.
Keete, J. B. Vaughn, Balfour Cowan,
Herbert Cowan, Andrew J. Duggan.
Truman A. Snell, Frank G. Wood,
A Al Isaacs, E. D. George, W. P.
Cuthbertson, and Frances J. Bergen
{who served as County Judge until
the office was abolished ).

Records of the Bar Association itself
are incomplete until its official affili-
ation with the Hlinois State Bar As-
sociation in 1919, at which time Tru-
man A, Snell was President and Victor
Hemphill was Secretary. Since its
inception, the Macoupin County Bar
Association has heen served by many
fine and distinguished attornevs and
jurists, among those now departed
and not previously mentioned in this
articte were: C. A. Walker, Alexander
Hamilton Bell, John Moran, Edward
C. Knotts, Jesse Peebles, James H.
Murphy, L. M. Harlan, John Madden,
Michael F. Seyfrit, Paul Luker, Alvin
G. Whitehouse, Harry Willoughby,
Elmer Droste, and Willard V. Kelsey.

At the present time, there are 31
attormeys in the Macoupin County
Bar Association, including two prac-
ticing women attorneys, namely, Lu-
cife . Murphy and Diane 1. Brunton
fone of the present Assistant State’s
Attorneys ). Another Macoupin County
woman, Denise M. Paul, younger sis-
ter of Diane L. Brunton and graduate
of the charter class of Southern Il
nois University College of Law in
1976, is presently one of the Assis-
tant State’s Attorneys in Montgomery
County, and also works part time in
the law office of attorney Ralph Van-
dever at Hillshoro,

The present officers of the Macoupin
County Bar Asgocfation are: Thomas
P. Carmody, President and Diane L.
Brunton, Secretary-Treasurer.

o

Macoupin County’s famcus “Million Dalar” courthouse which was built more than 100

years ago and which is stilf in use,
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MASON COUNTY BAR

SCOTT LUCAS, SENATE MAJORITY LEADER
UNDER TRUMAN, WAS MEMBER
OF BAR OF MASON COUNTY

January 20, 1841, by act
of the legislature out of
L parts of Menard and Taze-

well Counties.  Section
Two of the act provided
that “All Justices of the
Peace and Constables heretofore duly
elected and qualified in and for the
Counties of Menard and Tazewell,
and who now reside within the afore-
said boundaries of the County of
Mason, shall hold their offices in and
for the said County of Mason, the
same as if no division had taken
place.”

We do not know the names of all
the early judges and lawyers who
practiced before the organization of
the county but in General Ruggles
history several illustrivus Justices of
the Peace from the Havana area are
mentioned.

“The first Justices of the Peace of
whom we have any account were Kl
Fisk and A. W, Kemp. They were com-
missioned as such before the organiza-
tion of the County. Daniel Adams and
Isane Parkhurst were also early Jus
tices of the Peace in Havana Precinct.
Such a formidable array of legal lumi-
nariey is probably due to the faet that
f{avans, in an early davy, was sur-
roundesd by szome rather hard charac-
ters. Fulton County, we are iold, used
ta come over in foree, and, in Heu of
the handy revolver of the present day,
wounld bring billeta of cordwesd with
which to pelt their foes. Then, too, the
patives from Salt Creek timber and the

amaon botioms would pay an oo

% ASON County was created

Sang

Hyely while they rem .
, however, due to the honer and
eradit of Havans to siate that these
tarhulent spirits were uwsually from
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abhroad, and that Havana's own coiti-

zens were of a most honorable and law-

abiding ehavacter, fraits that have
some down and are deeply seated in
the present generation.”

The early settlers must have been
a hardy lot to have braved the assaults
of their neighbors, as well as the
other dangers of frontier life. At this
early date the epforcement of the
taw would have been in the hands
of the local Justices of the Peace and
town Constables who muost have had
their work cut out for them. General
Buggles has the following to say about
those early times:

“For many vears the region of coun-
try within the forks of the Illinels and
Sangamon Rivers was looked upon by
the sarrcunding inhabitants in other
ecunties as a sandy, barren waste, it
only for the abode of{ hunters, fisher-
men,-and such people as cared not for
mosqaitoes, fleas, and other varminis
and who were not afraid of the ague
and other malarial diseases that then
prevailed most pienteously, and so the
county was avoided by what was con-
sidered the beiter class of people.
These prejudices kept back the settle-
ment of the connty until the vear 18277
In the early davs much of what is

now Mason County was swamp land,
and similar conditions prevailed in
the Iilinois and Sangamon River bot-
toms to the West and South of the
county. The problems which the set-
tlers had in draining and bringing
these lands into production called For
expert legal talent, There have heen
over the years several attornevs who
practiced in the courts of Mazon
County with statewide repatations in
this branch of the profession. Lyman
Lacey Ir. of Havana and Glenn Bat-

chift of Lewistown, now bhoth de-
ceased, are remembered by many for
their efforts in this field.

The first settler to enter land in
what was later to become Mason
County was Ossian M. Ross whe was
at the time an inhabitant of Lewis-
town and one of its proprietors. This
tract of land was entered October
17, 1827 and is where the city of
Havana now stands. The city was
laid out for Mr. Ross by Stephen
Dewey on November 12, 1827; how-
ever, the plat was not recorded until
June 2, 1835,

Mr. Ross built the first hotel in
Mason County between the vears
1529-1833. In this building, which
was the largest hotel in the state when
it was completed, the first term of
the Circuit Court was held. The date
of the frst session was November 12,
1841 with Judge Samuel H. Treat
presiding.

From #s founding in 1841 untl
1862 Mason County was governed by
the County Commission form of gov-
ernment with legislative power in the
County Commissioners Court.  Since
1862 the county has been administered
by the Township form of government.

Not much is recorded concerning
the local attorneys of this period nor
of those who rode the circuit with
the court. A monument in the Court-
house Souare in Havana altests to the
fact that Abraham Lincoln practiced
law in Magon County ag he rode the
Sh Cirewt, 18471837

ser of Magon County Bar




We may assume that there were
tew practitioners with formal educa-
tion in those days. Their training came
from reading law and from the school
of experience. As will be seen from
the following brief sketches of sev-
eral local attorneys these men were
ambitious, versatile, and public spir-
ited,

The subject of the first biographical
sketch is Judge Joseph A. Phelps. At
the time this brief biography was
written in 1874, Judge Phelps was a
Justice of the Peace and Notary Pub-
lic in the City of Mason City in Mason
Clounty,

Like most of the early settlers Mr.
Phelps was not an Ilinois citizen by
birth. He was born on a farm in
Logan County, Kentucky in February
1507 and was thus two vears the elder
of that other famous Kentuckian,
Abraham Lincoln. Both of his parents
were of pioneer Kentucky families
and farmers.

As a young man he lived on his
parents’ farm. Being an ambitious
voung man, he learned the trade of

Lyman Lacey S, Mavans, served as s Cir-
cult Judge for saveral years before Ris ap-
pointment as an appellste justize in 1877

when the lllingls

created,

Appetlate Courts were

a bricklayer although he did not work
much at it in later vears.

At the age of 25 he married and
with his wife moved from Kentucky
to Morgan County, Ilinois. During
his time in Morgan County he worked
at ordinary farm labor for the most
part; however, ke did teach one term
of school.

In the fall of 1840, he crossed the
Sangamon River into Menard County
and when Mason County was set off,
April 5, 1841, voung Phelps, who had
by that time become acquainted and
a favorite with the settlers, presented
himself as a candidate for County
Clerk and was elected. At the time
there was a great dispute concerning
the location of the seat of county gov-
ernment. Phelps supported the elaims
of Bath while the other party sup-
ported Havana.

By the time the September term of
the County Commissioners Court, the
dispute between the two parties had
become so heated that while the three
Commissioners of the Bath party and
Clerk Phelps were meeting, the two
other Commissioners of the Havana
party held their separate meeting. The
meeting of the Havana Court pur-
ported to remove Phelps from office
“for neglect of duty and for non-
compliance” and appointed another
County Clerk. At the next election
held in 1842, Judge Phelps was vindi-
cated by the electorate when he was
elected to a full 5 year term as County
Clerk.

Judge Phelps was appeinted in 1841
by Judge Treat as the first Circuit
Clerk of Mason County, and he served
as such from that year until 1845, He
thus had the distinction not only of
being the first County Clerk of Maszon
County, but also its first Circuit Clerk
and served in those offices simultane-
ously for four vears.

In 1843 by vote of the people, the
County Seat was moved from Havana
to Bath where it remained until 1551
This move was also a victory for Judge
Phelps who was a strong supporter
of the Bath party,

Seott W, Luces, a Havana sttormey who
served two terms in Congress and two terms
as US Senator and who became Majority
Leader of the Senate during the Truman
adminristration.

In 1881 he was slected to the office
of County Judge. He served in this
office during the war and in 1565 re-
tired to his farm in Salt Creek Town-
ship. He did not retire, however, from
politics since he served two terms as
Township Supervisor for Salt Creek.

In 1869 he moved to Mason City
where in addition to his duties as
Justice of the Peace, “he has a large
amount of collecting and conveyanc-
ing to do”,

George H. Campbell was born July
19, 1820 ip Nashville, Tennessee, In
1838 at the age of 17 he came to
Hlinois “to superintend the fencing
and cultivation of lands that his father
had entered between the Sangamoen
and Iinois Rivers in what was then
Sangamon County.” He was joined by
his father in 15840,

At the age of 21 in 1844, he was
elected Mason County Assessor and
Treasurer. He was the third holder
of this important office.

Still wishing to bmprove himself he
began "z course of legal study” and
at the age of 23 was admitied to the
practice of law.
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MVIASON (cont.)

After practicing for several vears
as a sole practitioner, he formed a
law partnership n 1857 with C. .
Dillworth in Havana. In the same
vear he was elected County Judge
of Mason County,

He did not, however, long remain
in the Ofice of County Judge, for
in the fall of the same vear he was
elected to the State Legislature to
represent Mason and Logan Counties.
He was a close friend of Stephen
Douglas, both being Democrats.

After his election to the Legislatore,
he moved to Lincoln in Logan County,
In 1860 he ran unpsuccessfully as a
Pemocrat for Secretary of State of
Hlinois.

In 1560 he helped organize the
lo6th Regiment from Logan County
and was made its Lieutenant Colonel.
He served the regiment for one year
before il health forced his resignation.

He then returned to Lincoln where
he helped found Lincoln University.
He was first president of the board
of trustees of the school

In 1568 he returned to Mason
County settling in Mason City where
he first engaged in a general mercan-
tile business. Then in 1870 he or-
pandzed the First National Bank of
Muason City. He served as first presi-
dent of this institution.

Mr, Campbell’s son, Washington
Hilleary Campbell, followed his father
in the practice of law. The younger
My, Campbell, however, instead of
pursuing “a course of legal study”
took his undergraduate work at the
school his father had founded, Lin-
coln University.

Aber his graduation from the Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School he
practiced law in Havanz being as-
seclated  with Luother Dearborn in
the firm of Dearborn and Camphell
He also served a term as Mavor of
the City of Havana.

The distinguished
56/ 1584

and

attormey

furist Lyman Lacey Sr. was born May
9, 1532 in Dryden, Tompkins County,
New York, the son of John and Chloe
Hurd Lacey,

In 1837 the Laceyvs moved to -
nois and settled in Fulton County. Mr.
Lacey was an ambitious voung man
and a great believer in education
As a voung man working on his
father's farm, he circulated petitions
in the neighborhood to persuade the
people to hire a teacher for the winter
months.

He worked on the farm until he was
200 when he entered Hlinois College,
Jacksonville, Illinois. He graduated
with the class of 1855 with a B.S.
degree, and he later earned a M.A.
degree.

After graduating from Illinois Col-
lege he "read law” in the office of
Lewis W, Ross, the son of Havana's
founder, in Lewistown. He was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1856 and came to
Havana that fall.

Mr, Lacey participated i three law
partnerships prior to his election as
w Circuit Judge. His first partner
wag William Walker, This partner-

A plaque at Havama recalls that Linceln prag-
ticed in that county, Masorn County was one
ot V4 counties in the old Eighth Judicial Cir-
cust from VR4T to 1E57 which Lincoln and
David Davis and many other well-krnown
lawyers traveled during their circuit-riding
davs.

ship was dissolved within two vears.
In 1865 he formed an association with
Charles A. Harnden. This partnership
was dissolved three years later due
to Mr. Hamden's death. His third
partner was E. A, Wallace, Their part-
nership continued untit IS73 when
Mr. Lacey was first elected a Circnit
Tudge.

He was re-elected successively to
four terms of six years each as Circuit
Judge. In addition, in 15877 he was
appointed an Appellate Judge for the
3rd District when it was first estab-
lished. Then in 1879 he was appointed
Appellate Judge of the 2nd District.
He served for over 20 vears as an
Appellate Judge.

In addition to his judicial duties
he also served in the Hlinois State
Legislature ags a  Democrat  from
Mason and Menard Counties, being
first elected in 1862,

He had a practical knowledge of
agriculture and was appointed by
the Supervisors of Mason County as
County Drainage Commissioner. Un-
der his direction over forty miles of
ditches and drains for the drainage
of the wet lands were constructed.

He also was an early promoter of
the railroads and helped: as a fund
raiser  for the lines which passed
through Havana. He also served on
several of their boards.

As an attorney he had the largest
clientage of any attomey in the
county. During many sessions of the
court he had more cases on the docket
than all the other attorneys combined.

His son, Lyman Lacey Jr., followed
him in the practice of law in Mason
County.

The foregoing short biographies we
hope are representative of the legal
community in Mason County in the
early days.

There follows a list compiled in
1874 of attornevs and judges whoe
were residents in Masen County at
that time and were suscribers to the
County Atlas and History then pub-
lished.




HAVANA

Name Regidence Occupation Nativity Came fo Co.
W, H. Campbell Havana Attorney Mason Co. 1870
8. €. Conwell Havana Atiorney Delaware 1844
Ralph Cochrane Havana Attorney Ohio 1856
Luther Dearborn Havana Atftorney New Hampshire 1844
Hugh Fullerton tHavana City Mavor & Attorney 1552
E. € PFisk Seec. 3 Farmer & Attorney Ghio 1835
4. 8. Kirk Havana Police Magistrate Ghio 1568
Lyman Lacey Havana Cireuft Judge New York 1856
T. A Malory Havana County Judge Kentucky 1858
0. B, Wright Havansa Attorney New York 1849
H. A Wright Havana Attorney New York 1847
E, A, Wallace Havana Attorney New Hampshire 1367
MASON (CITY
Name Rezidence Oecupation Nativity Came to Co.
I. R. Brown Mason City Attorney New Jersey 1887
Jacob Henscoter Mason City Police Magistrate & JP. Pennsylvania 1854
J. A, Phelps Mason City Attorney, N.P, Kentucky 1840
& Gen, Coll.

The numbers of attorneys in Mason Don P. Boggs .............. 19641968
County have not increased greatly, Witliam Ké}ggfig ‘f{:;:}{;gs“}%s'mm
i any, it would seem in 100 years. Smith Turner .............. 18491253

This may not seem so remarkable to
the reader when he realizes that the
population of the county today is ap-
proximately what it was in 1874,
The great decline in the number of
judges would be due to the abolition
of the offices of Justice of the Peace,
Police Magistrate and County Judge.
There follows a list of Mason Coun-
ty District and County State’s Attor-
neys and County Judges for Mason
County giving their terms of office.
STATE'S ATTORNEYS

Robert 8. Blackwell ......,. 1849-1853
John 8 Bailey .............. 1853-1857
Hugh Fullerten ............. 1857-1865
C. A Roberts .............. 1865-1869
Charles Whitney ............ 18891872
William H, Rogers .......... 18721878
Thomas J. Mehan .......... 1876.1884
JW. Pittman .............. 1884-1852
Edgar P, Wright ............ 1892.1800
Gay R, Williamg ............ 1900-1908
{Resigned}
E. P, Nischwitz ............. 1846-1808
{Filled vaecancy)
B P Nischwitz ... ........ 18081920
Heotf W. Lueas ............. 1820-1924
W.E. Btone ........... ..., 1924-152¢
E. P Nizchwitz ... ... ..... 1526-1528
{Fillsd vaeanoy)
FoE Barnes ... ..., ... ... 1828 1632
Rusgell B Townsend ... ... .1332-1938
Lyle Wheeler ... ...... ... 1896-1852
Carroil P. Wintersteen ... ... 1852-1858
Guy R, Wiillams ............ 1556-1964

N.J. Rockwell .............. 1853-1857
George H. Campbell .. ..., .. 1857-18568

Robert McReynolds ......... 1868-1861
Joseph A, Phelps ... ... ., 1861-1862
Joseph A. Phelps ...... ... .. 1882.1865
Matthew Langston .......... 1865-1868
Henry Warner ............. 1864-1873
John A, Mallory ............ 1873 1888
H. C. Burnham ............. 1882-1890
Thomag N, Mshan .......... 1856-1898
James A, MeComas ......... 18881918
John Greenway ............. 19181830
Maurice E, Barnes .......... 15930-1842
William M. Coppel .......... 18421564

The attorneys and judges have, of
course, always depended upon the as-
sistance of the dlerks, sheriffs, and
their deputies for administration of
the legal system. At times in the past
it would seem some interesting char-
acters were elevated to positions for
which they were but ill-prepared.

The first sheriff of Mason County
was Francis Low, an educated and
distinguished gentleman. The second
sherif of the county was in sharp
contrast to Mr. Low. General Ruggles
in his history of the county has
the following to relate about Isaac
H. Hodge, second sheriff of Mason
County,

““Hail Hodge,’ as he was called, was
the second Sherilf of the county, and in
strange contrast with his predecesser

in all respects. He was a diminutive,
ill-favored, illiferate man, lively and
chatty with everybedy, using an abun.
dance of all zoris of words, of the
meaning of whieh he was entirely ig-
norant. He was 3 kind-hearted man,
that had no guile in him (but gener-
ally plenty of whisky, which suggested
the eailing of him the high-Sheriff),
and was a great favorite of the psople
in those davs, Hiz reading of & sum-
maons or court paper zounded lks a
chuapter from 'Nashy' or the ‘Innceents
Abroad. The law term ‘versus,” whieh
ustually ceceurred in the summons, he
invariably called ‘vestigated,” and at
the wind up of reading & legal paper,
he always added, with a grang flourish,
‘thus and so--the measures!” In call-
ing court, he would yell out, in his
tener voice, ‘Oh, yes! Ok, ves! the court
has met, subject to adjournment!’ At
cne time, he wag directed hy the court
tg call the names of parties on & crim-
inal bond. and declare a forfeiture, on
account of the absence of the eriminal,
in aececordance with the formula of
those days, which was long and precisge.
The Bherif was very much excited and
nonplused, knowing it impossible for
him to repeat so many words correctly.
In confusion and despair, he rushed to
the window, thrust hiz head through
the crashing giasg, and called the
names of the parties he could remem-
ber, and then mumbled and jumbled a
1ot of stuff that sounded like the clatter
of ‘four and twenty blackbirds, wind-
ing up with the words, ‘You will come
into court, or everything will be tost!’
The Judge laughed, the bar roared, and
the people were delighted to see that
they had a Sheriff equal to any emer-
geney.”

With Sheriff Hodge to entertain
them, it is difficult to see how the
Judge, Jury, and Attorneys could keep
their minds on the business at hand.

As stated previously, the County
Seat was moved back to Havana in
1851 by vote of the people. In that
vear the Courthouse was built in the
public square. This building fell into
despair and was described thusly in
General Buggles history. “Although
Havana, as the capital of the County
is a settled point, it is an established
fact that its Courthouse is a rather
dilapidated old rookery. The dingy
building is bronzed with age and
‘tottering to decay’, and, as seen from
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MASON (cont.}

the street, its ‘gloomy and frowning
walls’ have more the resemblance of
a prison than a Courthouse.” Repairs
to the building were made unneces-
sary by events, however, since this
building was destroyed by fire in 1882,
It was rebuilt according o the origi-
nal plans in the same vear by the
company which had insured it Due
to the expansion of the county records
a second building of freproof con-
straction was built to contain them in
1887, The twa buildings were joined
in 1958 when the Cowrthonse way
remodeled and enfarged,

Mason County has produced many
iHustrious and distinguished attorneys
who have served the people well in
thelr yespective generations and none
more so than Seett W Lucas.

Scott Wyk

e Lucas was born Febru-
ary 19, 1892 on a farm seven miles
East of Chandlerville, the voungest
son of William 120 and Sarah Under-
brink Lucas. He attended the public
schools of Cass and Mason Counties,
graduating from high school at Vir-
ginia, Nlinois, After his graduation
he taught school in Mason County
and played professional baseball in
arder to eam money to further his
education. His college education was
received at IHlinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity, Bloomington, Llinois from
which he graduated in 1914, The nest
vear he was admitted to the bar and
began practice in Havana,

At the entry of the United States
into World War I Scott Lucas enterad
the army as a private. By the time
the war concluded he had risen to
the rank of Lieutenant.

After his return to Mason County
he was elected States” Attorney by the
people in 1920, Three vears later
Scott Lucas married Edith Biggs of
Havana. Their only child, Scott W,
Lucas Jr. now resides in Springfield.

In 1928 Mr,
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Taucas was elected

Commander of the American Legion,
Department of Ilinois, and the next
vear at the Paris Convention he was
unanimously  selected as  National
Tudge Advocate of the Legion. He
served four terms in this office.

He gave further service to his coun-
try by serving in the Officers Reserve
Corps from the close of the war until
1934 when he was appointed Judge
Advocate General of the Tllinois Na-
tiopal Guard with the rank of eolonel.

Hig career in national politics hegan
in 1434 when he was elected as a
Pemocrat to Congress from the 20th
District of Dlineis. He was re-elected
from this district in 1936.

In 1938 he made 2 successful at-
terapt for one of the US. Senate
seats from Ilincis. He was successful
and was again elected to the US.
Senate in the election of 1944, He wag
an outstanding Senator and served on
many important committees, In 1949
he was elected Majority Leader of the
Senate during the Truman administra-
tion. Pespite his hard work for the
people of Hlinois and the nation, he
was defeated in 1950 for a third term.

John Eruppel,

formerty 3 mermber of the
Yason County Bar and now a mamber of the
Cass County Bar, i3 a state zerastor and alse
was g deleeate to the 1970 Constitutional
Convenion,

He had law offices in Havana,
Springfield, and Chicago for many
vears. In 1951 Senator Lucas opened
a law office in Washington, D.C. and
was actively engaged in the practice
of law at the Hime of his death,
which occurred at Rocky Mount,
North Carolina, on February 22, 1968

Senator Lucas is not the only dis-
tinguished member of the Mason
County Bar Association to hold high
office in recent times.

Edward F. Cullinane of Havana
was appointed Clerk of the Illinois
Supreme Court May 11, 1540, Mr,
Cullinane was appointed to 8l out
the unexpired term of Adam F. Block
who died in office. He served until
November 6, 1844,

John Linebaugh Knuppel, the pres-
ent State Senator for the 458th District,
is a native of Mason County and a
member of the Mason County Bar
Association, although he now makes
his home in Virginia, Cass County.
Senator Knuppel was also a delegate
to the convention which drew up the
present 1llineis Constitution.

The following is a Hst of the cur-
rent membership of the Association.

Guy R. Witliams, Cirenit Judge

ravid F. Alexander, Altorney

Eldon H. Becker, Altorney

Bon Paul HBoggs, Attorney

Sdward F. Cullinane, Attorney

Clyde L. Eaton, Atterney

Keith ¥ Emmons, Attorney

John W. Ermeling, Assistant Trust Offi-
cer

John L. Knuppel, State Senator and Af-
ftoTney

Williare H. Knuppel, Staie’s Attorney
and Attorney

Edward A, Krebaum, Attorney

Kenneth H. Lemmer, Alierhey

Hobert MeNsil, Atlorney

Forster I Mitchsll, Atlorney

James L. Parbix, Attorney

Howard 8. ALtorney

Pant Youle, Atiorney

Sy 7

White,




McDONOUGH COUNTY BAR

A LEGEND IN HIS TIME,

LAWRENCE Y. SHERMAN WAS A MEMBER
OF THE MC DONOUGH COUNTY BAR

HE wvear 1877. McDon-
ough County — the Me.
Donough County Bar —
100 years ago. What was
it like at that time?

The 1570 Constitution
was a recent milestone,
Three vears later in 1873 the [inois
legislature had created 26 Judicial Cir-
cuits. McBonough, along with Fulton,
Schuyler, Brown, and Pike, was in the
Hth Circuit.  Previously  Schuvler,
Brown, Pike, McDonough, Cass, and
Mason had comprised the 3th Circuit.
Twenty years later in 1893 the number
of circuits was reduced to 17 and
Fulton, Hanecock, Henderson, Knox,
McDonough, and Warren became the
9th Circuit and so remains to this day.

There were seven Justices on the
State Supreme Court. The 1848 Con-
stitation provided for nine circuits —
with one judge in each — and for a
Supreme Court with only three Jus-
tices. The 1570 Constitution increased
the number of Supreme Court Jus-
tices to seven, authorized the legis-
lature to establish judicial circuits,
and to provide for a maximum of
four judges in each circuit. Before
the turn of the century there were
three judges in each circuit.

The advent of the railroads in the
1850° had sparked an increase in
the population in McDonough County
from arcund 5000 to over 26000 in
1576, making McDonough one of the
more pepulous counties in the state
The population was to remain fairly
constant for the next 75 vears, then
to increzse to approximately 37.000
after World War 11

By KEITH F. SCOTT®

The Cowthouse, standing in the
center of the Macomb public square,
completed  only  five vears earlier
{1872% at a cost of over $155,000,
dominated the landscape. Most of
the bricks used in its construction had
come from the Chase Brickyard 1%2
miles west of Macomb. (100 vears
later that Grant Gothic structure is
still standing — its red brick exterior
obscured by nondescript paint and
the majestic mansard roof replaced
by a conventional one — and houses,
somewhat incongruously, a recently
completed  ultra-modern  courtroom
equipped with sophisticated  audio-
visual and television systems; and
may, if present plans come to fruition,
look forward to extensive rencvation
and restoration — and another century
of usetulness.)

The county jail, one block west of
the new courthouse, had just been
constructed. It also was an imposing
building — 2% stories high — red
brick -~ with living accommodations
for the sheriff. (The building con-
tinued its usefulness until 1964 when
it was raved and replaced by a
thoroughly modern facility.)

The year 1877, These were poor
times economically; but McDonough
County and its citizens, then ag now,
predominantly agricultural, hardy and
industrious, were entering a century
of progress and growth, slowed, i
at all, only by the depressions of
post World War 1 and the early 19307,

As to the Bar, The MeDonough
County History of 1885 reports there
were then 23 lawyers in the County
of approximately 26000 people; 13

in Macomb, 6 in Bushnell, and 2 in
Blandinsville. Fifty vears later there
were 19, 1 in Bushnell and 18 in
Macomb. The population had in-
creased only slightly, Tu 1977 — with
more than 37,000 inhabitants, there
are 27 lawvers in the county — this
figure including two sitting judges,
the State’s Attorney, Assistant State’s
Attorney, and the public defender,
nonie of whom is engaged in private
practice. The City Directory of Ma-
comb in 15893 lists 15 law firms with
a total of 22 lawvers. {In light of the
recent concern in both the ABA and
ISBA about advertising, it is interest-
ing to note that 3 of the 15 Macomb
law firms carried paid advertising in
that 1833 Directory. And the 1902
Macomb Directory contains several
“professional” announcements — or
cards in the nature of advertising —
not objectionable or flamboyant —
but no doubt proscribed by the Reso-
fution of the ABA in 1908.)

In preparing this narrative con-
cerning the achievements and con-
tributions of the members of the
McDonough County Bar, some selec-
tive judgments are necessary. Priority
must be given to matters and person-
alities of general interest — which
emerge as meaningful in the history
of gur county -— or which, otherwise,
are unusual or noteworthy., As a
consequence, many  interesting  epi-
sodes, cases, and ancedotes have heen
ormitted. And no mention is made of
many capable and stalwart lawvers

* 0 Macomb,
Cirewit,

retired cirenit judge of Hth
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MC DONOUGH (cont)

who exemplify the generally high
reputation over the vears of the Mec-
Donough County Bar. We can only
hope that what is here presented
fairly portrays the sturdy character
of MeDopough County lawyers in the
past century — and their place in the
history of our county.

Early McDonough County had rep-
resentation through the Bar in the
State Legislature and in Congress in
the person of William H. Neece. He
was elected State Representative in
1864 and 1870, State Senator in 1875,
and as a Representative in Congress
in 1582 where he served several terms.
Interestingly, before reading law in
the office of John §. Bailev, a Circuit
Judge in Macomb, he had, in the three
vears following his 19th birthday,
farmed, worked as a wood chopper,
broken prairie soil, packed pork, and
taught school. During the next three
vears he crossed the plains with his
family, by oxen, to Oregon, went to
California where he failed as a miner,
became a cook in Sacramento, then
tried mining again in Nevada before
returning to McDonough County. He
read law for two or three years, was
admitted to the Bar in 1838, and
thereafter maintained an office in
Macomb. His pre-legal education was
varied and arduous even for those
days. But it was apparently complete
and effective.

Neece's mentor, Judge Bailey, has
the distinction of being the sole dele-
gate from McDonough County to at-
tend the organizational meeting of
the Illincis State Bar Association on
Jan. 4, 1577. He thus was one of 88
charter members of the ISBA.

At ahout this ime — 1882 -« there
came to Macomb to practice law Law-
rence Y. (1. Y.} Sherman — an indi-
vidual whose career in law and poli-
tics was to have a profound effect
on the economic and social fabric
of Macomb in the 20th Century. Sher-
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man graduated from the Law “De-
partment” of McKendree College {at
Lebanon} in 18582 and came directly
to Macomb to practice, hecoming a
partuner in the finn of Vose and Sher-
man. {He had lived in this county
in early childhood.}

Sherman's early career was char-
acterized by tireless energy and con-
sistent habits of study ard industry,
These attributes, together with his
mtegrity and frugality, no doubt con-
tributed  greatly to {and were re-
sponsible for} his luter success. Typ-
ically, when he ran for County Judge
{and was elected} in 1888, he can-
vassed the entire county om a bicycle.
From 1897 to 1905 he represented the
County in the Ilinecis Legislature,
serving as Speaker of the House from
1569 to 1803. He was Lieutenant
Governor of the state from 1905 to
1912, And from 1912 to 1920 he was

L. Y. Sherman,

& rative of McDoncugh
County, gained naetional rerown as 2 U5
Senator during his terms from 1912 10 1920,
Prior fo that ke had served a3 a county judgs,

a state fegisiator, Speaker of the llinocis
House, and Lieutenant Governwmr of Hiinols,

the U.S, Senator from Illinois in Wash-
ingtomn.

In the 1916 preferential primary
he was the Republican party’s “favor-
ite son” candidate for President. And
he feft his mark on the lawvers of
the community: During the late 18807
and early 18005 he virtually con-
ducted a one-man law clasy. Later
lawyers then “reading” law in Sher
mans office included: Willlam A.
Compton, Tom McClure, Duncan
Woaoten, Will Tunnichiff, Don Penny-
wit, Richard Breeden and Nelson
Turr. He was a good teacher.

It was L. Y. Sherman, who, while
serving as Speaker of the House, in-
troduced the Enabling Act, passed
in 1899, which made Western IHinois
University possible. It was not until
August 14, 1900, that the Trustees
chose Macomb as the site for Western
Mlinois State Normal School, now
Western University. The account of
the founding of Western detailed in
“The Purple and the Gold” — Victor
Hicken, The Western linois Univer-
sity Foundation 1970, clearly shows
that without the persistence and po-
litical acumen of Sherman, augmented
by the esteem accorded him by his

- colleagues, the establishment of the
“ Normal School in Macomb would not

have become a reality.

A partner of L. Y. Sherman in the
early 1890's was Damon G. Tunnichiff,
a very capable man, who served on
the Illinois Supreme Court for a short
time in 1583 by appointment of Gov-
ernor Oglesby. Interestingly, the ap-
pointment was made to il a vacancy
created by the death of Pinkney
Walker, a Supreme Court Justice from
1538 to 1585, who had lived and prac-
ticed law in McDonough County from
1838 to 1848 after reading law under
the tutelage of his uncle Cyrus Walker
— grie of the frst lawvers in the
county. Cyrus Walker [{whose life
and activities antedate the period of
this article; was the great uncle of
Wallace A, Walker {1879-1984% a
native of MeDonough County, who




practiced in Macomb from 1907 until
shortly prior to his death. He served
two terms as State’s Attorney (1928
1932 and 1936-1940) and three terms
as County Judge {1942-1634).

Later representation of the County
by members of the Bar would include
William A. Compton, Senator in the
Hbinois Legislature from 1912 to 1918,
and Charles E. Flack, State Repre-
sentative from 1920 to 1924, T, Mac
Downing, who practiced in Macomb
continuously from 1915 unti} his re-
tirernent in 1969, was the State Repre-
sentative from McDonough County
from 1934 to 1938 and was State
Senator for seven terms, from 1936
to 1964, He was the Chairman of the
Appropriations and Judictary Com-
mittees for several vears and received
many honors, including Distinguished
Service Awards from the Hlinois State
Bar and Chicago Bar Associations in
recognition of his work in the Legis-
lature. In 1972 he received an Hon-
orary LLD. degree from Western
Hlinois University. His 30 years in
the Ilinois Legislature were marked
by service to his constifuency and the
State of Illinois and were a credit and
henor to his profession.

The MecDonough County Bar has
had one legal author in the person
of Earle D, Grigsby (1888 to 1966)
who authored “Tllinois Real Property”
published by Burdette Smith Co.,
1948, Mr. Grigsby, a member of the
firm of Gumbart & Grigsby, practiced
in Macomb after his admission to the
Bar in 1911 until 1954 when he was
elected to and served one term as
County Judge after which he retired.

Three generations of lawyers are
represented in two firms in Macomb
today: Flack & Kwacala and Harris
& Harris, As to the former, Charles
W. Flack {1865-1950) studied law in
the office of Bailey & Holly after teach-
ing school and was admitted in 1883
He opened an office in Macomb and
was joined by his son, Charles E.
Flack, and George B. Kerman in 1913
and 1918 and the firm became Flack,

TLLINOIS
REAL PROPERTY

EAW AND PRACTICE

With Forms
An Fuaevelopedic Treatment of the FEntire
Body of the Case and Mature
Law of Hlmss Helating
to Real Praperty
y
F. It GRHISRY
of the YeDonongh Cannty Bar
Yolume }

Sections 1~629

Earle O Grigtby, 2 member of the MceDon-
ough County Bar, was the author of the
T-volume work, “illincis Real Property,”
published in 1948,

Flack & Kerman. He retired in 1950
and the firm continued until the re-
tirement of Mr, Kerman in the late
fifties. Charles H. Flack, grandson of
Charles W, and son of Charles £,
joined the firm in 1954 upon his ad-
mission to the Bar, and continued in
individual practice after the death of
his father in 1960. For a few years
(1963-1972) Thomas W. Dyve was in
the firm (then Flack & Dye) and the
practice is now carried on as a part-
nership — Flack & Kwacala.

As to the Harris firm, the progenitor
here was Hiram H., Hamris (1862
1923} who studied law in the Jaw
office of Prentiss & Bailey and read
law with L. Y. Sherman. Upon being
admitted to the Bar he opened his
office in Macomb in 1889, His son,
William R. Harris, became associated
with him in 1919. Edwin L. Harris,
his second son, joined the frm in
1928, In 1953 W. Kenner Harris,
grandson of Hiram and son of William
K. ioined the brothers, and the three
are now practicing as the frm of
Harris & Harris, William B, served
as Stats's Attorney, for two terms —
1924 to 1928 and 1932 to 1936 For

over 22 years, until the early seventies,
Edwin L. was Macomb City Attorney,
and W, Kenner has been Colchester
City Attorney since 1960

As noted earlier, McDonough, War-
ren, Hancoek, Henderson, Knox, and
Fulton counties were first brought
together as the 9th Circuit in 1893.
Shortly thereafter the legislature pro-
vided for three judges to be elected
from each circuit. Harry M. Wag-
goner, first elected circuit judge from
Fulton County in 1908, moved to
Macomb the following vear and served
three terms to 1920, George C. Hill-
ver, after serving a term as State’s
Attorney in Warren County in the
sarly 1500’s, decided to seek his for-
tune in the West and stopped in Bush-
nell to visit Rufus E. Lybarger who
had opened a law office in Bushnell
a few years before in 1908, Hillyer,
uponn Lybarger’s invitation, decided
to remain in Bushnel! and practice law
with his friend. In 1920 he was elected
Circuit Judge and served three terms
until 1938,

Keith F. Scott, Macomb, first elected
Circuit Judge in 1959, was re-elected
twice and served until his retirement
in 1975. He had formerly served two
terms as State’s Attorney and over ten
vears -as Master in Chancery. The
Constitution of 1970, effective July
1971, provided for a circuit judge
from each County in addition to the
three “at large” judges. William L.
Randolph, Macomb, completed Scott’s
term as an “at large” circuit judge
and was elected to a full term in
November, 1978, U. 8. Collins is cur-
rently resident circuit judge.

The firmi of Bailey & Holly was
mentioned earlier, This partnership
of two native sons of MeDonough
County was dissolved in the late
1890°s or early 1900°s. They had en-
joyed a good reputation and wers
successful in their practice. Jaeob L.
Bailey, not the former Judge of the
Sth Circuit, was short and stockily
built along the lines of Stephen A.
Douglas. Tradition has it that he

HSEA /61




MC DONOUGH ({cont.}

“had a voice like a fog horn” and that
when he was trying jury cases at the
Courthouse “vou could hear him all
over the square.” Bailey was the first
to heed the siren call from Cook
County and went to Chicago where
he became a proficient and well-
known trial attorney for the Chicago
City Railway Company, formerly the
West Side Street Car Svstern. William
Holly moved to Chicago later and
became and served as Federal Judge
in Cook County for a number of vears.
He maintained interests in this county
and continued to keep in touch and
frequently visited his old friends in
Macomb. Holly died in the late 1650
For a short time Holly practiced with
the firm of Clarence Darrow and Ed-
gar Lee Masters. He was at one time
a partner with Clarence Darrow and
delivered a eulogy for Mr, Darrow
at that famous lawyer's funeral.

McDonough County did not wait
until the 680’5 and 705 to present the
wgue of women's rights. The Illincis
Women's Suffrage Act had  been
passed in 1913, In the 1914 election

The MeDonough County Courthouse,
EZ/15BA

in Macomb for City Judge {at which
election the ladies voted) Josie West-
fall received 409 voles from the men
and 430 votes from the women for
a total of 539. Her closest opponent,
Dean Franklin, received 430 votes
from the men and only 147 from the
women for a total of 577, He was a
poor loser and brought suit in Me-
Donough County Circuit Court to
have Miss Westfall's election declared
invalid on the ground that the Hl-
nois Women's Suffrage Act did not
authorize the ladies to vote in that
judicial election. Judge Thompson en-
tered judgment for the Defendant and
the gentleman {7} plaintiff appealed.
In a 4-3 decision {273 1L 402} the
Supreme Court, by what is arguably
some temious reasoning, found other-
wise and reversed the lower court
Six years later — in 1820 — the 19th
Amendment corrected the inequities.
There were two interesting footnotes:
The frm of Curran & Curran, in
Macomb, with three other capable
lawyers, represented Plaintiff Frank-
lin. Curran & Curran were 2 hushand
and wife team — Daniel . and Alice
€. The question might be how she
found her way clear to give her best
efforts to the male chauvenist in this
case. The other is: Miss Westfall,
defeated in her bid for judge, took
over an old house in a factory area
in Macomb, founded an orphanage —
which was sorely needed — and con-
tinued her charitable work there, and
later in a modern brick building until
about 1949 to become an institution
in the City of Macomb and McDon-
ough County. In those 35 years she
unquestionably contributed more to
the people of this area — caring for
orphans and dependent children -
than she ever could have as judge —
50 things turned out for the best after
all,

Women's rights were challenged
again in McDonough County in the
case of People v, Thurman, In 1939
the Legisluture had modified the stat-
ute with reference to jurors -~ and

provided that the ten percent list
should include voters “of hoth sexes.”
The County contended this anthorized
the seating of women on Grand Juries.
In 1941 an indictment was returned
by the McDonough County Grand
Jury, on which there were five women,
charging the defendant with the crime
of mayhem. The motion to guash on
the ground that the Grand Jury was
illegally constituted by reason of the
women serving thereon, was granted
and the County appealed. The Su-
preme Court (377 11 3535 reversed
~ and the right of women to serve
on grand juries was estublished. (The
statute was again amended by the
legislature — in 1941 — while the
case was on appeal — and all guestion
was chviated.)

So, perhaps ERA is not entirely
new in this county,

Where does one draw the line in
telling stories, describing personalities
and relating biographies? As indicated
at the outset, this brief history cannot
have room for all of them. But we
know the McDonough County Bar
can look back aver its history for one
hundred years - and more — with
perhaps a chuckle here and there —
but, more importantly, with pride and
appreciation for its good examples set
over the years. And we can look
forward to another century of con-
tinuing contribution to the progress of
the community and the evolvement

of the law,
Fay 721




MERCER COUNTY BAR

MERCER COUNTY BAR WAS ORGANIZED
IN 1871 WITH 19 ACTIVE MEMBERS

HE history of a bar as-
sociation, by reason of the
nature of such organiza-
tions, is the story of the
human beings who cre-
ated, operated, and be-
longed to it and of their
professional, political and civie activi-
ties. But necessarily the governmental
entity which is the organizations situs
must frst exist.

Although Ilinois was admitted to
the union of states in 1818, Mercer
County, named for General Hugh
Mercer, a Revolutionary soldier killed
at the battle of Princeton, N.J., did
not achieve existence as an autono-
mous governmental unit until the frst
Monday in April, 1833, when three
county commissioners, a sheriff, and
a coroner were elected pursuant to
an enabling act of the General As-
sembly approved and effective Janu-
ary 31, 1835,

The earliest existent record of cir-
cuit court proceedings in the county
is found in Book A, Chancery Record,
beginning with the October Term
1838, The st three recorded cases
being divorce actions, the county ap-
peared on the way to becoming an
early day Reno. At this and subse-
quent terms for several vears the at-
torneys appearing in local conrts were
largely from other counties which for
greater convenience o existing ave-
nues of communication and commerce
weve settled earlier,

It also appears thar 1539 was the
vear that the county acquired its Hrst
resident  attorney, ome Hiram W,
Thormton setthng in Millersburg, no
fonger incorporated, to engage in the

L

By CHARLES H. CARLSTROM®

practee of law. He was followed in
1842 by James L. Stewart, in 1844 by
John S, Thompsor and 1. B, Howe.
These were apparently the earliest
forerunners of Mercer County’s pres-
ent lawvers,

Returning to present realities of the
organized bar before searching back
to its creation, the Mercer County
Bar Association today congists of the
following active practitiomers: James
C. Allen, Donald M. Anderson, Presi-
dent, Martin E. Conway, Gene M-
Whorter, A. I). Moody, David Mason,
Stanton H. Prentiss, John D). Sloan,
State’s Attorney, Dwight L. Shoe-
maker, Secretary, and John C. Seaton.
Inactive as practitioners are Glemn
W. Appleton, now a Circuit Judge,
and Gladys Felton and the writer,
both retived.

On January 6, 1871, the attornevs of
Mercer County met pursuant to call
at the office of Messrs. Pepper &
Wilson “for the purpose of the or-
ganization of a legal society to take
into consideration a tariff of fees, the
arrangement of libraries, ete.”

The minutes of this and subsequent
meetings for many vears thereafter
are recorded in a hard-bound sheep
covered ledger which bears on page
3 the hand-written notation: “This
book was presented to the Mercer
County Bar Association by [ C. Pep-
per.”

The donor called the meeting to
order, [saac N, Bassett was elected
chairman and Jobn 8. Thompson, |
M. Clokey, and James H. Connell were
delegated to draft articles of associs-
tion to be submitted at the next mest-
ing set for January 10, 1871

On that date the articles, providing
for the preparation of a tariff of fees
and for procurement, maintenance
and use of libraries, and establishing
elective offices and meeting dates,
were presented and adopted. The
conecluding  paragraph, “And for a
faithful observance of the obligations
hereby assumed, we pledge to each
other our professional honor,” pre-
ceded the following signatures:

John 8. Thompson B. C, Talaferro
John C. Pepper Isaac N. Bassetl
C. J. Bartleson I E. Griffin

€. W, Broa James €. Connpell
J. M, Clokey Jamez M. Wilson
8, W, MeCoy James Henderson
l.ewis W. Thompson B, F. Brock
Amos F. Waterman L. D. Holmes

W. J. Pepper W. McK. Young
J. €, Wharton

Noteworthy at this point is the fact
that there were, in 1871, nearly twice
as many practicing attorneys in the
county as now serve a larger popula-
tion. Perhaps the conclusion that there
were mare litigious people about in
that era is justifinble and is supported
by a statement on page 313 of L
N, Bassett's 1914 history of Mercer
County. He there writes, in part,
“at a special term held in Japuary,
1858, there were on the docket 68
criminal cases, 409 cases in common
law and 101 cases on the chancery
docket; and that was about the aver-
age of the docket commencing with
1857 up to 18607

Assuming the minutes were kept
with regularity, the times specified for
meetings in the articles of association
were not regularly ohserved. Follow-

2 Aledn, member of Marcer Ctunty Bar
Azsvciation and retired judge.
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ing an adjourned meeting held on
January 27, 1871, the next sntry re-
ports a meeting held Dee 18, 1878,
at the offices of Messrs, Pepper &
Wilson, Among the items of business
there reported is the following: “On
motion it was ordered that the as-
sociation proceed to elect three dele-
gates to represent Mercer County in
the State Convention of Attormeys,
called to meet at Springhetd, Jan. 4,
1877, for the purpose of organizing
a State Bar Association. The follow-
ing named persons were elected dele-
gates: B. C. Taliaferro, Isaac N. Bas-
sett, and J. C. Pepper.” Provision was
made for the reimbursement of their
expenses for attending the convention.
Through them the Mercer County Bar
Association participated in the forma-
tion of the State Association, and they
returned expenses of 81240 each, a
pittance which would not get a room
for one night in this inflation-ridden
era.

Minutes of a meeting held Dec. 2,
1878, reveal the selection of L. D.
Holmes and B. C. Taliaferro as dele-
gates to the Illinois State Bar As-
sociation and further show that con-
duct in disregard of the high ideals
of the profession is a recurring prob-
lem, one entry reading, "Messrs. J. C.
Pepper, Bassett and Thompson were
constituted a committee to draft reso-
lutions relative to shisters.(sic}” Care-
ful search of subsequent minutes
failed to satisfy a nagging curiosity
as to the content of those resolutions.

On January 2, 1882, the Asscciation
adopted a new constitution to replace
the original articles of association.
This document made no mention of
fees and in the second paragraph ap-
propriately and beautifully stated that
“The object of the Association shall
be to cultivate the science of juris-
prudence, to facilitate the administra-
tion of justice, to elevate the standard
of integrity, courtesy, and honor in
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the legal profession * * *.”

The announced aims have been at-
tained and maintained by the mem-
bers of the association almost without
exception through the association’s
105 year history.

In 1803 Guy C. Scott was elected
a Justice of the Supreme Court of
IMinecis. Upon his death in office in
1908, his good friend, George A,
Cooke, was elected to complete his
term and later to a full term. Tweo
Supreme Court Justices from so small
a bar might seem enough honor, but
one of our members, John F. Main,
after practicing at the local bar for
about four vears, heeded the advice
of Horace Greeley and moved to the
State of Washington at the turn of
the century. In 1913 he was elected
Justice of the Supreme Court of that
state,

W, J. Graham and the writer’s
father, Oscar E. Carlstrom, formed
a parinership in Alede in 1913, later
being joined by Paul J. Graham, a
vounger brother of the senior partmer.
The elder Graham was already serv-
ing as the district’s representative in
Congress when the partnership was
formed. He resigned from the Con-
gress to accept appointment as Judge
of the United States Court of Customs
Appeals which office he held until
his death. Mr, Carlstrom, after serving
as a member of the State Tax Com-
mission, was eclected Attorney General
of Illincis in 1924 and re-elected in
1928, At his death he held the office
of County Judge of Mercer County.

Since the formation of the present
14th Judicial Circuit, the local bar,
despite a county population consider-
ably less than half that of the next
smallest county of the circuit, has
been represented on the circuit bench
by William T. Church, George O.
Hebel, the writer, and, presently,
Glenn W. Appleton.

Despite oft-repeated derngations of
the law and its practitioners, there is
no doubt that the rewards for sincere

devotion to the demands and ideals
of the profession attract to the prac-
tice many of those related to estab-
lished lawyers, Firms consisting of
or including brothers or fathers and
sons have been engaged in the prae-
tice here almost from the earliest days
though none exist at present. The
association of the brothers Graham
has previously been noted. In the
vears 1857-1860 and 1862-1869 Isaac
N. Bassett was joined in the practice
by his brother John R. Bassett, the
latter then serving as County Judge
for two terms. Brothers John €. Pep-
per and Walter ]. Pepper practiced in
the county but never in partnership,
in fact contending in a medical mal
practice case which generated county-
wide interest.

Judge George O. Hebel practiced
for some years with his father, David
A, Hebel, the latter having prior to
their association, served the county
as Judge of the County Court. The
writer was associated in practice with
his father during the vears 1941.1946.

Judge James A, Allen headed the
only complete family firm, being
joined in practice by both James C.
and Richard B., his sons and only
children. Both Judge Allen and James
served Mercer County as State’s Al
torneys and the Judge occupied the
County Court bench for ten vears.
Richard B. Allen, preferring service
to the organized bar to general prac-
tice, withdrew to serve as general
counse! to the Hlinois State Bar As.
sociation. He later was emploved by
the American Bar Association in Chi-
cage and is currently editor of the
ABA Journal.

Three enrrent association members,
Circuit Judge Appleton, Stanton H.
Prentiss, and James . Allen have
served their county as Stake’s Atbor-
neys, each of the two last named
having secured convictions of the de-
fendants charged in the county’s two
most spectacular jury trials for mur-

der.
Fay Fat




PEORIA COUNTY BAR

SIX PRESIDENTS OF THE ILLINOIS STATE BAR
ASSOCIATION CAME FROM THE PEORIA BAR

HE Peoria County Bar As-
I sociation located in Peoria,
a city of 100,000 on the
@ || Hlinois River midway be-
tween Chicago and St
Louis, in Peoria County,
Hlinois, has a long history
of Bench and Bar activity prior to its
first formal organization as a Bar As-
sociation, The roots of this Bar As-
sociation reach deeply into Indian,
French, and English history,

PRE-BAR ORGANIZATION. The
Peoria County Circuit Court held its
first session on November 14, 1825
At this term of court No-Ma-Que, an
Indian, was indicted by the frst Grand
Jury and tried for the murder of a
Frenchman, The courthouse was a
log building 14 x 14 feet square with
one window, a hasement which served
to house prisoners and which some-
times was used as a stable. John York
Sawyer, Judge; John Dixon, Clerk;
and Samuel Fulton, Sheriff. Willam
Hamilton, a son of the famous Alex-
ander Hamilton, acted as attorney for
the defendant. It is interesting to
record that said Alexander Hamilton
was the anthor of probably the first
hook of Illincis legal forms and re-
latedd material. The publication was
entered in the office of the Clerk of
the District Court of Illinois Novem-
ber, 1835, The title of the book i
“The Hlinois Form Boeok — and Prac-
tical Cuide containing a summary
view of the statuies up to the chse
of sesgion of 18357 In the 408 pages
sppears, fogether with legal forms,
tax and interest tables and a short
svstemn of hookkeeping. A well pre-

By JOHN H, ROYSTER®

served copy first owned by Louis H.
Tichnor of Springfield, Ilinois, May
19, 1839, is now in possession of the
author of this article,

Upon four days trial the traverse
{petit) fary retwned the verdiet “do
find No-Ma-Que, an Indian of the
Potawatomie tribe, guilty of murder
of Pierre Landre”, dated November
17, 1825, Various motions and appeals
were prosecuted and in the May term,
1828, the murder case of No-Ma-Que
was struck from the docket.

An early history of Peoria County

David belulloch, Peoria, one of the five
defegates of the Pesria Bar who attended

the croanizational mesting of the illincis
Stare Bar Assosiation on January 4, TETY,
was slected the second President of the lili-
roie Srate Bar Associstion in 1880

published by Johnson & Company of
Chicago in 1880 gives the following
as the finis to that famous case: “When
Black Hawk invaded Hlinois in 1832
No-Ma-Que was present with him
at Stillmans Run and was badly
wounded. He was found in that con-
dition lying in the way of some of the
Peoria men, who humanely shot him
to death to end his misery.” Thus was
the ariginal verdict of “guilty” carried
out years later by Peoria citizens with-
out benefit of a formal order of execu-
tion. Lincoln may have passed the
spot when he passed through Peoria
on foot in 1832 npon his return from
the Black Hawk War.

The case is cited Nomague, an
Indian v. The People, 1 TIL 150

"The Bar of Peoria County continued
to operate with no formal organiza-
tion. In 1832 and 1833 the Judicial
Dstrict of Peoria was organized and
contained approximately the northern
third of the counties of the State of
IHinois with the courthouse at Peoria.
Between 1832 and 1879 the lawyers
who practiced in Peoria County had
no forma!l Bar arganization but many
able and brilliant men moved the
cause of justice and legal affairs of
the citizens of Peoria through its crude
courtrooms. In this brief space it is
only possible to note a few whose
ability and legal success were highly
acclaimed in their own time.

An article prepared by Isaac Under-
hill appeared in Drouny” Peoria Direc-
tory {1844}, stating:

“The only praciicing members of the

Fayr that resided here (Peorin 1833 &t

*OF Peorls, reember of Peoria County Bar
Assgciation.
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that time were the Hon, Lewis Bigelow

and Charles Ballance. The furmer was

an emineni jurist and profound schal

ar. I wag informed that he wrote a di-

gost of the iaws of Massachusells, a

;atuable work of upward of eight hun-

dred pag with one Quill. He died

here in 18287

It was this Judicial Circuit that was
the legal arena famous as the trial
of the circuit riders who bold such a
promainent place in Ilinois legal his-
tory.

The following attorneys and coun-
selors at law are listed in Roots —
Peoria City Directory for the vear
1539 just twenty vears before the or-
ganization of the Erst Peoria Bar As-
sociation:

Henry 8. Austin

{harles Ballanee

Jeorge 8. Blakely

Charles (. Benney

Bryan & Stene

Jonathan Cogver

Davidson & Felnse

Alfred M, Gibbonsg

Henry Grove

Goorge F, Harding

Henry B. Hopkins

Ingersoll Brothers ({Hobert G. being

the world famous orator and ¢olonel
of a regimsnt in the Civil War)

Elbridge G. Johnson

Lindsay & Merriman

Alexander Me(Coy

David W, McCulloch

William 3. O'Brien

L.oring Pratt

Norman Parple

Hugh Reynolds

Lyman Spaulding

H, 3. Wead

Marion Williamson

It is interesting to pote that Peoria
was in 1859 a town of about 3000
with 2330 lawyers just two vears
hefore the beginning of the Civil War.

The professional status of the law-
vers in Peorla was noted about 1870
by The Hubbell Legal Directory, Une
doubtedly there were more lawvers in
Paorin than were shown in the direc
tory. It was the first crude attempt
to show professional standing in the
geographical areas shown in the di-
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John 5. Stevens was one of the six lawvers
from Peoria who was elected President of
the lHincis State Bar Association, Stevens
was President in 1501-02,

rectory.,  The following names are
taken from their listing directory from
E871 to 1879, when the Peoria County
Bar first organized as a professional
group:
1891 - Ingersoll & MeCune
1872 «— Tungersoll & MeCune
1875 ~~ E. 3. Johnson
H, Grove
1874 — Thomas Cratty
James St. Clair Boall
Joziah Cratty
David McTulloch
John 8. Stevens
W, W, (¥Brien
L. Harmon
N. E. Worthington
1875 — {iratty Bros,
H. B, Hopkins
g, G Johnson
A, O Hewett
David MceCulloeh
Jehn % Btevens
W, W, (¥Bri

Worthingion
ity Bros,

L. Harmon

. Hopking

. Marron

5, 43 Johusen

1578 —

Soon after John &, Stevers was chosen Presi-
dent of the [ State Bar Association,
Gearge T. Page, ancther Peorian, was elected
o that office, He served in 1505-06,

A, ¢, Hewstt
James M. Rice
H, W, Welly
Gen, H. Kettelle
Cratiy Bros,
L., Harmon
H. B. Hopkins
J. H. Morron
E. G. Johnzon
A, C. Hewett
5. Ib. Puterbaugh
Johtt 8, Lee
M, C. GQuinn
James M. Riee
Jehn 8, Stevens
H, W, Welis
N. E, Worthingion
187% - Cratty Bros,

L. Harmon

H. B. Hopking

J.H. Morran

L. W_ James

et

e

wt

-
i

thingion

The Peoria County Bar sent five
delegates to attend the organizational




meeting of the llinois State Bar As.
sociation on Jan. 4, 16877: J. W. Coch-
ran, 8. D. Puterbaugh, David Me-
Culloch, H. W. Wells and J. §. Starr.

ORCANTZATION OF THE PEORIA
BAR ASSOCIATION. The Peoria Bar
Association organization was accom-
plished in three steps, each no doubt
beset with fratricikde and rebellion,
The first organization was accon-
plished at a meeting in the Peoria
County Branch ecourtroom Tuesday
evening, November 18, 1879, It was
called the Peoria Bar Association and
the constitution and byvlaws were
adopted by the following members
of the Bar who signed the above
documents, pamely:

8, D. Puterbaugh

D, W, McCulloch

Thomag Cratty

Alva Loueks

Henry €. Fuller

I K. Cooper

M. N, Gish

H. B. Hopking

John W. Karr

11, John W, Veigt

11. J. M. Tenneny (%)

12. N, E. Worthington

YO0 X O e G B e

Clarence W, Meyl Pecria, President of the
Hinois State Bar Associgtion in 1830.31.

13, Samuel E. Clark

14, Wellington Loucks

15, G. W, Johnson

16, Nickel Ulrich

17. Jno. B, Cohrs

18, F. Tedd (7?3

18, James M. Rice

26. Dl E, Powsll
The original minute book containing
the handwritten constitution of the
Peoria Bar Association with the writ-
ten signatures of the subscribers is
now in possession of the Peoria County
Bar Association.

Bylaws were adopted which pro-
vided among other things for annual
dues of $1.00 per year and in the
order of business the ffth item was
“Intermission for social conversation”.
It is submitted by the author that no
Bar Association ever had social con-
versation with dry tongues.

The election of the first slate of
officers was as follows:

David W. McCulloch, President

J. K. Cooper, 1t Vice President

S, D. Puterbaugh, 2nd Vice President

H. C. Fuller, Secrstary

Thos. Cratty, Tressurer

The meeting of January 13, 1880,
heard the ingugural address of Presi-
dent David McCulloch which was

Tinothy W, Swaln, Peoria, President of the
Hinols State Bar Association in 1938.59,

printed in three full columns in the
daily newspaper. At this meeting we
note the first contact between the
Peoria Bar Association and the Il
nois State Bar Association. The min-
utes of the meeting contain the fol-
lowing:

“A report from the session of the
State Bar Association held at Spring-
fleld on the Sth instant (188%0) was
made by Mr. Craity and remarks were
then made upon the topic, “The bens-
Afz of a bar association’ by Messrs, Pu-
terbaugh, Cohrs, Worthington, Starr,
Hopkins, and MeCulleeh,”

It is very interesting to note that
formation of the State Bar Association
was closely followed by the Peoria
Bar Association and that even at that
carly date the local Bar Association
regarded it as important to send dele-
gates to the State Bar Association’s
meeting and to report upon that State
meeting to the local association.

Subsequent meetings in February,
March, April, May and June, 1880,
were held and lengthy and scholarly
addresses delivered at each, such as
“The Historical Significance of the
4th Year of James Ist” by N, E,

Lvle W, Allen, Pearia, President of the -
nois State Bar Association in 1972-73.
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Worthington. (It may be freely ad-
mitted that by such measurement the
cultural side of the present Bar ac-
tivities is very short of breath.)

in any event the vear 1850 closed
and the Bar minute book ended June
8 1880, We have no evidence of what
caused the cessation of the first or-
ganized Peoria Bar activity at that
time,

The second stanza in the saga of
the Peoria Bar Association came on
July 20, 1858, just eight years after
the lust minutes of the first organiza-
tion. There is no explanation of the
hiatus in the organization. The 1888
Association adopted a constitution and
bylaws practically identical with the
1879 counstitution and bylaws. The
1588 constitution was adopted by the
following signed members on July
25, 1885
James M. Bedgwick
David MeCulloch
George T. Page
A, Keithiey
J. M. Nichaus
W, 1. Slemmeans
W. V. Teflt
& D Wead

4. L. W. James

The officers elected on July 28§
1888, were:

James H, Sedgwick, President

George T, Page, First V.7,

J, M. Niehauns, Second V.P.

Arthur Keithley, Secretary

David McCulloeh, Treasurer

The organizational meeting  ad-
journed to Tuesday, August 14, 1885
The only minutes recorded were that
the meeting was called to order and
adjourned to second Tuesday in Sep-
tember, 1558, No other meetings were
held or activity noted. No speeches
reported,

o g OF e LD B e
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THE THIRD AND PHESENT
PEORIA COUNTY BAH ASSOCIA.
TION, The present Associstion was
formed as Peoria Bar Association at
a meeting of 23 prominent Peovia law-
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John E. Cassidy Sr., Peoria, was appointed
Atrerney General of Hircis in 1938 after
Gtto Kerner resigned that office.

vers at the Creve Coeur Club on No-
vember 27, 1805, A speech was made
urging the organization of a perma-
nent Bar Association by George T.
Page, then President of the Illinois
State Bar Association. John 8. Stevens,
former President of the Hlinoiz State
Bar Association, Winslow Evans, I, J.
Quinn and John M. Nichaus also
urged the organization of a permanent
Bar Association at Peoria. The present
Peorin Bar Association form  was
adopted at & meeting held at the
Creve Coeur Club January 8, 1908
Officers elected were:

Willtam L. Ellwoed, President

2 0. Wead, First Viee Presgident

George B. Bucher, Hecond Viee Presi-

dent
Frank T. Miller, SBecretary
BEd. D, MeCulloeh, Treasurer

Fifty members of the Bar wers
present and voted the adoption of the
constitution and election of the above
officers,

The only significant change in the
third Association from the two prior

ones was the eligibility for member-
ship. In 1879 and 1888 members of
the HHinois State Bar could be mem-
bers of the Peoria Bar, In 1805 As-
sociation membership was confined to
“all lawyvers residing in Peoria Coun-
ty.”

The permanent character of the
1805-1906 Association was recognized
by the State of Ilinois issuance of
a charter to the Peoria Bar Association
by the Secretary of State of Hlinois
on April 20, 1806. The Association
has been operating under that char-
ter except for the change of name
from Peoria Bar Association to Peoria
County Bar Association,

ILLINOIS STATE BAR PRESE
DENTS. The Peoria County Bar As-
sociation has a long history of close
and effective cooperation with the Hli-
nois State Bar Association. Peoria has
furnished to the Illinocis State Bar
Association the following presidents:
1. David MceCulloch
{Was sscond President and first
Vice President, Peoria Bar Asso-

clation, 1879-1858)

2. Jehm B, Stevens ........ 1581-1862
{President, Peoria Bar, 18163

3. George T. Page ......... 1805-1505

4. Clarence W, Heyl ........ 1836-1931
{President, Pearig Bar, 1921}

. Timothy W. Swain ...... 19581958
{President, Peoria Bar, 1854)

6., Lyle W. Allen .......... 1972.1993

LINCOLN DAY BANQUET. The
Peoria Bar Association since its re-
organization in 1906 has regularly
honered the birth of Abrabam Lincoln
feeling that the paths of both had for
a time been closely related. A high
moment in the joint venture was in
the speech made by Lincoln at the
Peorfa County Courthouse October
16, 1854, when he said:

“Biand with anybody that stands
right. Stand with him while he I8

right, and part with him when he goes

wrong.”

The importance of the speech made
by Abraham Lincoln at the Lincoln-
Dovglas debate at the Peoria County
Courthouse on October 16, 15854, is




now recognized by most historfans as
of the highest order. "It was the
starting point of the race which wen
for Abraham Lincoln the presidency
of the United States, brought on the
War of the Rebellion, led to the desth
of one-half million men and twice
that number disabled by disease and
wounds, made free men and women
of four million slaves and desolated
almost every home in the land” The
above quotation appears in the re-
markable eyewiiness perceptive ac-
count of all the proceedings at the
debate written by B. C. Bryner in
his book “Abraham Lincoln in Peoria,
Mlincis” printed by Edward . Jacob
under copyright of the Lincoln His.
torical Publishing Co. First edition
October 18, 1924; second edition Qc-
toher 16, 19268, at Peoria, {llinois. The
anpual celebration of the Abraham
Lincoln-Peoria connection has long

been # cherished tradition of the
Peoria County Bar Association,

From 1806 wntil about 1922 the
Association had some type of annual
dinner and due respect paid to Abra.
ham Lincoln. The first formal recog-
nition of an annual Lineoln Day Ban.
quet, also serving as the annual Peoria
County Bar Association dinner, ap-
pears in the records of the annual
meeting in the courthouse January 3
1922, At that meeting a reference is
made in the minutes to “annual dinner
to be given on Lincoln’s hirthday,
February 12, 19227 The printed pro-
gram dated February 12, 1921, is
titled “Annual Dinner — Peoria Bar
Association” and makes no specific in-
ference to Lincoln’s birthday but Hon.
Logan Hay, speaking as President of
the Hlinois State Bar Association spoke
on Lincoln. Tt would appear that

the first formal recognition by the

Association of Lincoln’s birth date
was on February 10, 1923, when the
printed program for the annual din-
ner was titled “Anpual Lincoln Me-
morial Banquet Peoria Bar Association
— Gold Room, Jefferson Hotel, Peoria,
[hnois, February 10, 1923, 6:45 .M.
The custom of an annual Lincoln Day
Banguet has continued fo the present
day,

Outstanding speakers who have ap-
peared at the annual Lincoln Day
Banguets include:

Hon, James Reed

Frank Hogan

Wendell Berge

Hon. Adigl Stevenson (then delegate

ifnited Nationg confercnce)
Hon, Thomaz F. Murphy {(Judge T.8.
Dvstrict Ct, New York)

Hen, Hareld R, Medina (Judge 1.8
Court of Appeals, New York City)

Hon. James F. Byrnes

Hon, William J. Donovan (“Wilg Bill”
Donovan)

Walter F. Mondale {eft] | then 3 Serator from Minnsseta, was the principal speaker at the armus! Lincols Day bangues of the Pearia County

Bar Aszociation Februsry 12, 1972 at the Pers Marquette Horel, Peoria. Among o
Presideny Mortors Jobn Barmard, Chicage: [ Martin Lawless, PCBA Secretary; Appe
Lyle W, Allan, ISBA First Vice President;

SMaorgan;

#

and Jack A Coney, PCBA Linecin Day chairman,

thar dignitar

who attended were {sft 1o rightl: 1SBA

re Judgs 1 M, Alloy: Feders) District Judge Robert D,
Momsr W, Kelier, PCBA President; Stardey W. Cruicher, PCEA First Vice President,
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PEORIA {cont.)

Barry M. Goldwatler

Hohert B, Kennedy {then Chief Coun-
sel, Benate Select Committes)

Elihu Rosot

John Bricker

Judge Samuel 8,

Sander YVanocur

Newton N, Minew

Sen, John G, Tower

Hon, Tom O, Clark (Ret'd Justice UK.
Hupreme Court)

Melvin M. Belli

Leibowite
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Ben. Walter F. Mondale
Riehard G. Kleindienst
Percy Foreman

James H. Thampson
Richard Bea Venlsts
Willard Wirtz

CONCLUSION. It is fitting that in
conclading this short resume of the
history of the organization of the
Peoria County Bar Association we
should cite the statement of purpose
as set forth in the first Peoria Bar
Association’s constitution of 187%:

G

The Peoria County Courthouse at Peoria,

“The Assoclation is formed 1o pro-
mote reform in the law, to facilitate
the administration of justice, to clovate
the standard of integrity, honor and
courtesy in the legal profession, to en-
courage a thorough and legal education
and to cherish a spirit of brotherhood
among the members thereof”

It is the hope of the Peoria County
Bar Association to have a membership
that will hold to the high purpose
above set forth, among its members
and in its relation to the public.
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VERMILION COUNTY BAR

VERMILION BAR SENT FIVE DELEGATES
TO THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
OF THE ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

HERE is not much aunthen-
tic written history of Ver-
milion County fawvers.

) The first court was held

in a home near Catlin en

May 20th, 1828, What is

now Vermilion County

was part of Edgar County,

It was not until 1529 that court
was held in a courthouse at Danville
in a crude wooden building. The first
building built for a courthouse was
erected in the early 1830s.

The first lawyer of record was a
Joseph Sample, followed by Solomon
Banta, Moses Cox, and Pegleg Spen-
cer in 1830,

In 1831 one Josish McRoberts
opered 2 law office in Danwville. He
later became the only man from
Danville elected to the U.8. Senate.
His partner, in Danville, was Isaac
Walker, who left Danville, went to
Wisconsin, and also was elected to
the U.S, Senate in 1830,

David Davis, of Bloomington, a
friend of Lincoln, was the Circuit
Judge of the Circuit which included
Vermilion County. In those days law-
vers traveled the Circuit, Included
among these Cireuit riders were many
famous lawvers including, of course,
Abraham Lincoln, whe maintained an
office in Danville with Ward Lamon,
who later became Lincolns body-
guard, and who was absent the night
Lincoln was shot.

Five members of the Vermilion
County Bar wers delegates to the or
ganizational meeting of the liinoeis
State Bar Association on Jan, 4, 1877
Thev were E. 8, Terry, [ B, Mann,

By JOHN F. TWOMEY®

Wood T, Townsend, . D. Evans,
and F. W. Penwelll The five were
revorded as charter members of the
ISBA, of which there were S8,
Perhapy the classic story of the
trinls and tribulations of early law-
yers is the local story concerning a
famous old lawyer, J. B. Mann, who
met a voung lawyer just starting
practice. Mr. Mann asked the strug-
gling lawyer how he was doing. To
which the youth replied: “Well, Mr,
Mann, there are times when I just
don’t earn enough to eat” To which
Mr, Mann replied: "Well, voung man,
at times you will almost starve, no

Cannon, Danville,
was a member of the Yermilion County Bar,
He was a Speaker of the U5 House of Repre-
serdatives around the furn of the century, Me
served rwarly fifty years as a Congressman.

lasesh 5, ilincls Joe)

cases, no money, things will really
be toegh, and then, they will get
worse,”

Things among the lawvers in Ver-
milion County seemed to get better,
In Danville on the I4th day of De-
cember, 1801, thirty-one lawyers and
judges met and organized the Ver-
milion County Bar Association, At
that meeting these judges and lawyers
raised in cash 34,000 for the establish-
ment of & law library, and adopted a
resolution to incorporate. The Ver
milion County Bar Association was
incorporated on the 3lst day of De.
cember, 1881,

The law library established is still
in existence, has quarters in & building
across from the courthouse, and is one
of the finest lawyer maintained county
law libraries in the state. Visiting
lawyers, of course, have full access
to and are invited to use its facilities.

Two famous cases were held in
Danville:  Iroquois Theatre of Chi-
cago fire case, and The A and P Food
Store case. Both attracted nation-
wide attention.

Vermilien has produced two mem-
hers of the Hlinois Supreme Court —
Judges Jacob Wilkin and Walter T.
Gurn. Judges of the Federal Bench
from Vermilion County were Walter
C. Lindlev of the Cirenit Court of
Appeals, Judges Casper Platt and
Henrv 5. Wise, District Judges of
U8 Court for the Eastern District of
Hlinois.

The Hlinois State Bar Association's
first  execative secretary, B Allan

=0 Denviile,
Ceounty Bar Assoeciation,

Verrsilion

a1 of {he
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VERMILION [cont)

Stepheus, was o member of the Ver-
milion County Bar for many vears
hefore he moved to Springfield. Born
on June 9, 1878, at Potomic, TIL and
educated at Northwestern University
(LL.B.} and Celumbian Law School,
Washington, D.C. {LLAM.}, he was
admitted to the Hinois bar in 1903
He started practice with Swallow,
Stephens and Swallow at Danville. He
became a member of the Hlinois State
Bar Association in 1907 and  was
named Secretary in 1916, He con-
tinued to reside in Danville until
1921 when he moved to Springfield
to join the frm of Brown, Hay &
Stephens. He continued as the full-
time secretary of the ISBA until his
death on July 26, 1942,
No account of lawyer

s from Ver-

milion County would be complete
without mentioning Honorable Joseph
G, Camnon, who served nearly fifty
years in Congress, and for eight
vears as Speaker of the House of
Representatives,

s

Ward Lamon was a pariner with Lincoln
whern Lincoln tried cases on the circuit in
Danyii Later when he became President,
Lamen served az kig bodvguard

FL/I5BA

A group of Vermilion County lawyers are shown in this old phots, The picture apparently
was taken during the “gay nineries’’ Motice the handlebar moustsches, striped pants, wide
fapels and high collars,

The office of Lincoin and Lamon was located in this ofd hotel in Danvifle before the Chal
U/ar, The hotel lster was torn down and the First Mational Bank of Danville erected on
the spot.




The First Mational Bank of Darville Bullding is shown in the foreground. R, Allan Stephers,
18BAYs first permanent secretary, naintaired the office of the 1SBA here until he moved
to Springfield in 1922,

R, Allan Stephens, a Danvills lawyer who
iater hecame the first permarent secretary
of the Hlireis State Bar Assoclation,

i
5

1

Y wag oz rmember

nois

in Dgrwvilie in 2 photo faken in the “horme and

ar many vesrs and T he old courthous
bungy’ days.

BT
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WILL COUNTY BAR

A LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR, ATTORNEY GENERAL,
CONGRESSMEN AND SEVERAL JUDGES
CAME FROM THE WILL COUNTY BAR

HE County of Will was
established by an Act of
the [linois General As-

@ || sembly in force January

12, 1836 {Laws of 1836).

Will County was set off

from Cook County.

Section 3 of such Act provided:

“The said County of Will shall con-

stitute a part of the Sixth Judicial

Circuit.”

Subsequently, Will County has been

a part of the Seventh fudicial Cireuit

{ Cook, DuPage, McHenry and Will)

{ Act of March 2, 1839). The Seventh

Judicial Circuit was enlarged {Act of

Febrnary 23, 1841) {Cook, DuPage,

Grundy, Iroguois, Lake, McHeory

and Will}. Will County next became

a part of the Eleventh Judicial Circuit

{ Winnebago, Boone, McHenry, Du-

Page, Will, Grundy, and Iroquois)

{Act of December 1, 1848}, By an

Act in force July 1, 1877, the General

Assembly created the Ninth Judicial

Circuit composed of the Counties of

Bureau, LaSalle, Will, and Grundy.

Finally, by an Act to divide the

State of Illinois, exclusive of Cook

County, into Judicial Circiuts {in

force July 1, 1897} the Twelfth Judi-

cial Cirenit was created, composed of
the Counties of Will, Kankakee and

Iroquois. At the present point in time,

fo-wit, January, 1977, Will Coonty re-

maing in the Twelfth Judicial Circut.

The Bar of Will County had a
rather insuspicious begimning. The
first Cireuit Court in Will County
was convened in a vacant room above

Wilson's Store on Ottawa Street in

T4/ISRA

By FRANK H. MASTERS JR.°

downtown Jolet next to the old Joliet
Firehouse No. L. Judge Thomas Ford
journeved from Edwardsville in south-
ern 1linois to hold Court in October,
1836. Judge Ford was a Justice of the
Supreme Court briefly in 1541-1542
and became the 8th Governor of Ili-
nofs in 1842, Judge Ford was bom in
Uniontown, Pennsylvania in 1800 and
died in Peoria in 1850, Uri Osgood,
a New York lawyer who had recently
settled in Joliet (then known as Juliet}
was appointed the first Prosecuting
Attorney of the County.

Uri Osgood also served in the -
nois Senate in the 17th and 18th Gen-
eral Assembly {1853-1856). In his ad-
vertisement in the 1860 Will County

Uri Cugood, 3 member of the Hiinols Senate
from 1853 to0 1836,

Directory he also held himself out
as a “Dealer in Foreign and Domestic
Exchange”.

The information pertaining to the
activities of the Will County Bar in
the 18th Century is fragmentary, to
say the least. It would appear trom
such records as are available, that
the work of the Bar was primarily
concerned with matters of probate,
conveyancing, collections, ete.

Interestingly enough, in view of
the present discussion regarding the
propriety of lawyers advertising, is
the fact that Wil County lawvers
did advertise extensively in the last
half of the 19th Century. The Will
County Directory for the year 1560
displaved an interesting advertise-
ment. {See figure A next page.]

It would appear that one of the
essential components of a well or-
ganized law office of the day was to
have its own judiciary.

Anocther firm took the entire back
cover of the directory holding itself
forth as being expert in “Probate, Con-
veyancing, ete.”

The IHinois State Bar Association
was founded at a convention of law-
vers assembled in Springfield on Janu-
ary 4, 1877. Will County was priv-
ileged to have two members of its
Bar as representatives at the founding
convention. They were Sylvester W,
Munn and Daniel H. Pinney. Mr
Munn was born in New Yok, and
he came west as a young man, going
first to Wisconsin, where he stadied
law and was admitted to prachice.

* ¢3f Ioliet, mernbey of the Wl County Bar
Azgoviation,
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Figure A

He came to Will County in 1854 and
settled in Wilmington, He was a
soldier in the Civit War and arose
to be the major of his regiment. He
was - elected” State’s Attorney in 1864,
and soon after moved to Joliet. Mr.
Munn served in the Illinois Senate
from Will County in the 3lst and
32nd Sessions {1879-1852},

My, Pinney served as a Representa-
tive in the IHinois General Assembly
in its 30th Session {1877.1878). Un-
fortunately, no more information is
available at this time concerning Mr.
Pinney.

An ameccount of the Bar of Will
County prior to 1884 is found in the
Historical Edition of the Joliet News,
edited by James H. Ferriss, and pub-
lished n 1884:

“From cur earllest history we have
Bad able, seute snd sloguent represens
tatives of the legal profession. It is no
isparagement of the present on 4]

1 have not be p
Fhe frst ons in
Fel-

point of time was BMr. Elisha .

lows, who came first to Channahen in
1834, and hung out his shingle soon
after in Jolist. He was especially noted
as a criminal lawver. For a brief and
curious portion of his lfe here. Mr.
Fzliows was a preacher of Millerism
and an Abolitlonist. He waz a native
of Columbla County, NY. and dled in
Lockport, ITilincis in August, 1876,

W, B, idttle, a portion of the fime
a partner of [Uri} Osgood, waz a young
man of great brilllancy. He was & na-
tive of New York, buf had studled hiz
profession and practiced in Peunsyl-
vapia. He was s Chalrman of Judi-
ciary {ommittes, He died in Septem-
ber, 1851 ai the age of 34,

In 1838 Jesse O, Norton came to
Joliet from BMissourl where he had
taught school for a year or twe. He
had & Jjudicial mind and a pleasing
address, He was popalar as 8 lawrver
and a man, and in 184% was chozen to
represent our County in the State Con-
atituttonal-Convention of 1848, elected
to the Legislature in 1850 and in 1852
was chosen to represent this distriet in
Congress, and re-slected in 1854, In
1868 he received the appeintment of
Distriet Attorney for northern Ilinois
and removed to Chicagon. He also re-
ceived Lthe appointment of Counsel fo
the (fity of Chicago. He died in August,
1875 and his remains slesp in Oak-
wood. ¥

David 1. Gregg must be added fo the
list of the early lighis of the Will Coun-
ty Bar, He ecame here as early as 1888
or 1%38. In 183% he became sditor of
our first newspaper the “Joliet Cour-
fer”. He was elected by the Democrats
to the Legislature of 1848, was ap-
pointed Seeretary of State by Governor
French in 1851, was only beaten by
iwo votes by J. A, Matteson** for the
nomination of Governor of the State,
wis appoinfed Commissioner to the
Sandwich Islands by President Plerce,
and afterwards toe a Nevada Land
Office, where he died in 1889.

J. B, Streeter who was later a Justice
of the Bnpreme {ourt of Nehraska, was
for several yearsz a Jollet lawyer. He
was & fine spemsker apnd at the com-
mencement of the War hilz voles was
often keard on the side of loyalty to the
nion”

According to W, W, Stevens in
“Past and Present of Will County,
IHinois™ (1907) Uri Osgood, wha as
stated, was appointed the frst Pros-

centing Attorney of Will County in
1836, was still active in practice in
1863, According to Mr. Stevens, Mr.
Osgood was the first attorney to com-
mence and prosecute to a successful
termination a personal injury action
in the county. In fact, no suit of the
kind had been prosecuted to judg-
ment in the State, and it was stated
that many lawvers had doubts as to
whether a suit of the kind would be
sustained by the Supreme Court. The
case was that of Verly against the
City of Joliet. Miss Verly had the mis-
fortune to fall down the stone steps
at the west end of the canal bridge
on Exchange Street {now Jefferson
Street; sustaining severe injuries, The
case was tried I March of 1883 and
Miss Verly obtained a judgment of
$1500.00 against the City. A motion
for & new trial was over-ruled, and
the case was appealed to the Supreme
Court where the judgment was af-
firmed at the April, 1864 term, (35
IiL 58).

Will County has had many distin-
guished jurists during the 141 years
of its existence. However, Will Coun-
tv has had only two Appellate Court
Judges, namely the late Dorrance

Dibell who also held the office of

Thomas Ford was chosen g member of the
Hincis Supreme Court in 1841, He later
was slected Governor of Hiinois,
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WILL {cont.)

Circuit Judge longer than any other
Will County Judge (1883-1921), and
the late James V. Bartley,

Also, one member of the Will Coun-
ty Bar attained the office of Attorney
Ceneral of the State of Illinois. Fd-
ward C. Akin served as State’s Attor-
ney of Will County from 13535-1596.
I 1506 he was elected Attorney Gen-
eral and served for one term.

Another distinguished member of
the Will County Bar, Thomas F.
Donovan, held the office of Lieu-
tenant-Governor of the State of 11H-
nois from 1932 to 1936, Mr. Donovan
was well known for his prodigious
mernory on two subjects; the law
and baseball,

The late Richard ]. Barr is believed
to have held office in the State Legis-
lature longer than anyone in the state.
He served in the Illinois Senate from
1903 to 1930, He represented the
41gt Dhstrict, which at the time was
composed of Will and DuPage Coun-
ties. During his long tenure in office,

Diarrance Dibell, who heid the office of Cir-
cuit fudge from 1BES to 1921, longer than

ary other judgs in Will Courty, He alss

was an Appellate Judge.
T6/15BA

Senator Barr was at times both Ma-

jority Leader and President Pro Tem
of the Ulinois Senate. A statue i the
state capitol building memorializes
Mr. Barr's services to the state.

In the lower house of the Ilfinois
General Assembly the late Michael
H. Hennebry served from 1813 to
1935, Also, the present Dean of the
Will County trial bar, Francis [
Loughran {who is still tying law
suits at age 79}, served in the House
of Representatives from 1955 to 1966.

Uncer the Constitution of 1818
Judges were elected by the General
Assembly to “hold their offices during
good behavior™, Judges so elected by
the General Assembly were not neces-
sarily resicents of the Judicial Circuit
to which they were assigned,

The frst General Assembly of the
State of Llinois in 1819 enacted legis~
lation esteblishing a Circuit Court in
each County of the State,

The Constitution of 1548 (Act 'V,
paragraph 1) provided for the elec-
tion of a Circwt Judge in each Judi-
cizl Circuit for a term of six vears,
by the “quaiified electors” of the Cir-
cuit. Subsequent Constitutions have
continued election of Circuit Judges
by the electors of the Circuit.

Thereafter, at an election held in
November of 1849, the Honorable
Hugh Henderson was the first Will
County lawyer to be elected as Cir-
cuit Judge. Judge Henderson had
been a delegate to the Constitutional
convention of 1547

Manv fine lawyers have served the
people of Will County in the follow-
ing elective offices: Lisutenant-Gov-
ernor; Aftorney General; Congress-
men; Judges, Circuit, County, Pro-
bate and Associate; State’s Attoraeys;
State Senators and Representatives in
the General Assembly, The names and
terms of office of all such individuals
will be found in the addendum to
this paper.

The Constitntion of 1848 made pro-
visian for one County Judge in each
county. At an election held on No-
vember B, 1849 the Hon G D A

Edward C. Akin, Attorney General of 1Hinois
1897 to 1901,

Parks was elected as Will County’s
first County Judge. Judge Parks also
served as a Representative in the Gen-
eral Assembly in the 18th and 19th
Sessions ¢ 1853-1856) and in the Iili-
nois Senate in the 20th and 21st Ses-
stons { 1857-158601.

The Cowings, father and sons, held
the office of County Judge for forty-
four years out of the 116 years { 1548
to 1964} that County Courts were in
existence in  Illinois, The father,
George J. Cowing, held office from
1906 to 1928. His older son, Glenn
G. Cowing, served from 1938 to 19486,
and his younger son, John C. Cowing,
held the office from 1946 to 1962

The Constitution of 1870, Article
VI, Paragraph 20, authorized the Gen-
cral Assembly to provide for the estab-
lishment of a Probate Court in each
county having a population of over
50000, The General Assembly en-
acted “An Act to establish Probate
Courts in all counties having a popu-
lation of seventy-thousand (70,000]
or more” {July 1, 1877 1

Wil County's population first
reachod the preseribed level of 70000
by the census of 1900 which gave




Will County 2 population of 74764
At an election held on November 4,
1802 the Honorable John B. Fithian
was elected as Will County’s first
Frobate Judge.

Until 1845 Prosecuting Attorneys
were appointed by the Judge of the
Cirenit Court. In 1545 the legislature
enacted a law providing for the elec-
tion by the General Assembly of one
Cireuit Attorney in each Judicial Cir-
cuit,

Chapter 28 of Article 1V of the
Constitution of 1848 provided for the
election in each of the Judicial Cir-
cuits by the qualified voters therein
of one State’s Attorney for the term
of four vears.

Section 22 of Asticle VI of the
Constitution of 1870 provided for the
election of a State’s Attorney in and
for each county, for a term of four
years i lieu of the State's Attorney
provided for by the Constitution of
1848,

Since State’s Attorneys have been
elected, only four have held the office
for three terms. They were as follows:

William D, Helse ........... 1896-180%

Robert W, Martin .......... 1812-1924
James B, Barke ......... ... 1336-1848
Frank H. Masters Jr. ....... 19521964

o B, Fithian was sfected Wil Courty's
first Probate Judge.

The legal population of Will Coun-
ty, from an obviously small beginning,
remained relatively constant for a
forty vear period, from 1910 to 1950,
The legal census of the county, as
ascertained from county directories
and telephone books, has been as
follows:

1838 - 7 1820 — 78
1856 — 14 188G — R0
1385 — 19 1946 — 8%
1895 - 38 1B58 - 100
1590 — 44 1860 — 128
1500 — 88 1876 - 171
1810 ~— 74 1895 - 207

1878 — 215

Surprisingly, the ratio of Will Coun-
ty lawyers available to serve the citi-
zens of the County has increased
since the mid-nineteenth century, e.g.,
in 1560 the population of Wili County
was 29,321 with approximately 18
lawyers practicing in the county -—
result, one lawyer for every 1832.50
citizens. The population of Wiil
County by the 1970 census, was 247 -
825, Wil County lawvers practicing
in 1970, 161; result, one lawyer for
every 1449.25 citizens.

As to the distaff side of the legal
profession it appears that in the 141
vears that law has been practiced in
Will County there have been only four
Portias at the bar. Presently three
women are Heensed attorneys practie-
ing in Will County and are held in
high esteem by their male fellow
brothers. The first woman lawyer in
Will County was Lettie Lavilla Burlin-
game. She was a person of compe-
tence and intelligence. She attended
the Law School at the University of
Michigan graduating in 1888, and was
poet of her class. According to the
reports of her day she was credited
with winning almost all of the cases
entrusted to her, much to the chagrin
and surprise of her male counterparts
who were not accustomed to seeing
the profession invaded by a woman.

The advent of the telephone in
Joliet in the I8N0 was responaible
for changing the relationship between
lawyers, 1e. it greatly diminished the
nesd for personal contacts bebween

George 6. Cowing served as Wil County
Judge from 1906 to 1926,

tawyers and the use of messengers
between offices. An early “by-stander’s
report” as to the use of one of the
frst telephones in an older lawyer's
office records the following:

A young lawyer being present in
an old lawver’s office, heard the old
lawyer’s telephone ring and ring and
ring again. The young lawver thought
the old lawyer did not hear the ring-
ing and so inquired. The old lawver
rephied,

“Young man, I had that thing put in
for my conpvenisnce, not the conven-
lence of others’”

The Will County Bar Association
had apparently been in a rather form-
less existence for many vears., How-
ever, in 1900 the “Toliet Bar Associa-
tion” was incorporated. An interesting
article by a noted Will County Law-
yer, John H, Garnsey, appeared in
publication called “Come to Joliet”
It was published by the Joliet Busi-
ness Men's Association and records
the establshment of the Joliet Bar
Association along with the stated
reasons For bringing it into existence.
It reads:

JOLIET BAR ABBOCIATION

For g number of vears the Bar of
Wil County has r the need for
an organization. Many scelal
fail 1o the loi of the members of the
legal profession, and there has been no

ISBA/TY
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WILL (cont.)

organized body to take united action.
0Of late the “Will County Bar Associa-
tion” has acted, but it was an inchoate
hody, totally without head, was cailed
only, and made no afforts in the direc-
tion of protection for the profession.

During the past year it has Decome
evident that the Bar of Wil County,
and more specially that of Joitet,
needed fo protect itself, inside as well
as outeide, from baneful influences.
The nesd for a practical working body
hecame 4 orving one; various matiers
in the legal profession here needed at-
tention; certain abuses needed correc-
tion, and so a number of represenia
tive lawyers met in Garnsey & Knox's
office on June 18, 1306, to consider the
gquestions of organization.

With the writer in the chair, and
fion. J. B. Mecham, as secretary pro
tem, @ constifuation was adopted, and
the organization was effected. The As-
sgeiation under the name of “The Jol-
jet Bar Assaciation” was Immediately
incorporated, and its membership en-
rolled.

The objects, as stated in its charter,
are “tp aid in the maintenance of the
nonor and dignity of the profession of
the law, and the due administration of
justice” In pursuance of these objects,
various aective commiitees were ap-
pointed by Prasident Hili, all of whieh
at onee set to work.

The members of any preofession are
squally unforfunate in that the odium
whieh may atiach to and the corrup-
tion which may exude from any ocae
member thereof ig spread by public
prefudice on every individual in the
profession, unless an organized resis-
tance iz made by 2 united body. Hence
thiz organization.

Another objfect will be formation of
o reference iibrary for use of meinbers,
loeated in some convenient place, pre-
ferably in the Courthouse, if space can
be ifound there. The eonvenience of
such an institution is obvious when &
group of atferneys is seen, laden with
hooks, entering the Courthouse afier
having, in sens cases, “toted” thelr
wouks a block. [ have seen & WAEON-
inad of bocks carried into the O

brary as the Assooiation desires o es
tabligh,

John . Garosey
TE/SBA

The records of the Secretary of
State’s Office show that the Joliet Bar
Association was dissolved at some
time prior to 1930: the exact date
is not recorded. The Will County Bar
Association has never been incorpo-
rated. It is interesting to note that
at the 1906 Convention of the Illinois
State Bar Association, Will County
was represented by the “Joliet Bar
Assoclation”, whereas at the 1808 Con-
vention, Will County was represented
by the “Will County Bar Association”,
Due to a lack of recorded data, much
of past activities of both erganizations
are lost,

The Will County Law Library en-
visioned by the founders of the Joliet
Bar Association did not come into
existenice until fifty vears later. The
Will County Law Library Association
wag incorporated as a non-profit cor-
poration in January, 1930.

The first library room was main-

Richard 1. Barr of the Will Courdy Bar 2
belioved 7o have held office in the state leg-
islature jonger than any other perion. He
served inr the Hinois Senate from 1903 w0
1950 Mis status, a5 shown zbove, 15 located
inside the state capitcl,

tained in the old Courthouse. The
National Reporter System, consisting
of Northeastern, Northwestern, ete
reports had previously been main-
tained in the office of Donovan, Bray
and Cray by varicus lawyers and law
firms. These volumes were all loaned
on trust receipts to the Will County
Law Librarv Association as a nucleus
of the first library. The initial dues for
members was $25.00 per year. Dues
were subsequently charged at the rate
of 31500 per vear until the enact-
ment of the County Law Libraries
Act {1l Rev. Statutes, Ch. 51 para-
graph 817 in 1961 Since that date
the library has been supported by
the $1.00 fee collected by the Circuit
Clerk in connection with the filing of
civil cases. The officers of the Will
County Law Library Association now
act as the library committee of the
Cireuit Court.

In 1570 all the volumes loaned were
appraised and thereafter the contribu-
tors or heirs of the contributors volun-
tarily agreed to accept 60% of the
appraised value in satisfaction of their
trust receipts. On May 7, 1973, by
Order of the Circuit Court, the pay-
ments were directed to be made from
the Kibrary fund.

The present Will County Law Li-
brary is maintained in the new County
Building. It is very extensive and
has a full time librarian who is paid
hy the County.

A few instances of orgamized ac-
tivity in the Bar are found in local
newspapers of the past, It is recorded
that on February 25, 1900 members
of the Joliet Bar Association attended
a banquet given by The Chicago Bar
Association. The first composite group
pictures of the Bar were taken in
1905, 1938, 1958 and 1968, According
to one of the older members of the
Bar, at the annual meeting of the
Joliet Bar Association In 1918, it ap-
pears that the principal subject of dis-
cussion was as to whether secretaries
in local law firms should be allowed
to leave work at noon on Saturdays.
It would appear that with the support




W. Robert Blalr, Speaker of the linois Mouse
in the 77th and 78th General Assemblies,
Me was a member of the Mouse from 1364
to 1674,

of the vounger lawvers, the ladies
were granted Saturday afternoons off.

Speaking of the lack of recorded
data, the following excerpt from the
minutes of a Bar Association meeting
of June 16, 1830 is pertinent:

“The Chairman snnounced that esr-
tain WHI County Bar Azscctation min-
wies and records concerning its activie
ties in past years were missing and as
vet had not been located.” It was re-
solved that the Secrefary should make
further efferts to locate these missing
records.”

At the present writing the Secretary
is still “lecking”.

Of passing interest at the time, on
January 20, 1930, the Will County
Bar Association was addressed by Dr.
John Wa, Chief Justice of the Court
of Claims of Shanghai, China on
“General Tendencies in Modern Chi-
nese Law”. There has apparently been
no follow up research by the local
bar on this subject.

An achievement to which the Will
County Bar can point with pride is
the fostering of the Will County Legal
Assistanon Program. The matter had
been the subject of debate and dis
cussions at annual Bar  Association
ngs as early as 1845, Numeroug
plans and programs were discussed

and debated over the vears; includ-
ing among others, to assign the task of
legal aid to vounger lawvers for a
minimal fee to be paid by the Bar
Association, None proved to be suc-
cessful or acceptable to indigent citi-
zens seeking legal aid.

The Will County Legal Assistance
Program, by resolution of the Wil
County Bar, began operations in
March of 1973, It was instituted for
the purpose of providing general legal
services to the poor of Wil County,
The frst attorney for the program
was hired in 1973, At the present
time three attorneys are emploved in
the office. The Program Office cur-
rently is serving about 200 people a
month. The most common types of
cases handled by the project are con-
sumer, landlord and tenant, welfare
law and family law cases. The pro-
gram is presently funded through
the local Community Action Agency
{85% % and the Will County Bar As-
sociation {15% 3,

For many vears, insofar as the exist-
ing records reveal and the memories
of the older members of the Bar re-
late, the only activities of the Will
County Bar Association cansisted of
an annual meeting and picnic. The
armual meetings were held in the
Circuit Court room, and dominated
by the Chiet Circuit Judge (in fact
the only Circuit Judge? who was fre-
quently challenged by an able Irish
member of the Bar, both of whom
were usually well endowed with
spirits,

Despite the limited activities as set
forth above, the Bar of Will County
has always been faithful to its de-
parted members who have been hon-
ored by numerous memorial resolu-
tions presented in open court and
spread of record upon the docket of
the court, Additionally, upon three
peoasicns, 1847, 1952 and 19683, tegt-
monial dinners were given by the
Will County Bar Association honoring
Jubilarians who had been admitted
to the practice fitty vears or more

In recent vears the activities of the
Will County Bar Association have
proceeded at a much more produc-
tive pace. Since 1967 regular monthly
luncheon meetings have been held,
with an individual lawyer or law firm
being responsible for presenting a
speaker or program.

Sinee February 17, 1967 a wonthly
Will County Bar Association Bulletin
has been published giving pertinent
Bar news and Court Calendars. Pub-
lic service activities have increased
greatly, including in depth participa-
tion in Law Day Programs in the
schools of the County, participation
as tellers in School Unien elections,
and other related and civic programs.
Annual programs have expanded from
the customary picnics, to a golf day,
a family outing, a ladies night, and
an armual “Law Day” dinner.

The most recent of such dimmers
was held on April 21, 1976 at which
the Honorable William Simon, Secre-
tary of the Treasury of the United
States, was the speaker.

It is the hope of all members of
the Will County Bar Association that
the Bar of the County will continue
to improve in exepertise and com-
petency in the practice of their
profession and their service to' the
public.

s F. Donovan, Lisutenant Governor
932 0 1936,

Thoma
from i
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WILL {cont.)

ADDENDUM
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR
Thomas F. Donovan ..o 0o 1832-1938
ATTORNEY-GENERAL
Fdmund O Akin oo e 1856-1800
1.8, CONGRESSEMEN
Jesse O, Norion . . oo cnn s 1853-1857

1863-1865
Henry Spapp ..o 1871-1873
Charles A, HIH .. o oo 1586-180]1
Howard M. Snapp ..o .. e 1963-1813
George ¥, OPBrien ... .. .00 1873~
CIRCUIT JUDGES
Hugh Henderson ... 1%49-1864
S W, Randall ... ... 1%54-1856
Jessie O, Nortenr . ... e 1857-1361
Sidney W, Harris ... 1861-15648
Josinh MeRoberts ............ 1866 1885
Franeis Goodspeed .. ... . ... .. 187%-1883
George W. BLipD ... o oo 1R79-1897
(harles Blanchard ... ..o 1B%3-1897
Digrrance Hbell ... 00 oo 1885-1821
Albert O Marshall ... ......... 1605-1509
Frederick A, HIlL ... oo 1922-19833
Edwin L. Wilson .............. 1433-1938
James V. Bartley ... ... 1639.1945
James W, Barr ... . e 1563-1964
Michael A. Orenie ... ... v 1864~
Robert B, Higgins ......... ... 1966-1976
Stewart . Hutehinson ........ 1971-1875
Angelo F, Pisgtilit .......... ... 1871
Thomas W, Vingon .........-.. 1972-1975
Reohert #. Bachar .............: 1975~
Charles Connor .......avcenens 1878-
COUNTY JUDGES
G D, A Parks ..o 1845-1857
O, L. Hawley ... i 1857-1861
Charies K. Weeks ... ... -0 1861-1865
David Willard ..., .. oot 1865-1873
Benjamin Olin ....... ..o o 1573-1882
1856-1854
Charles D, Garnsey ......... .. 1R52.1866
1603-1505
Albert O. Marshall ......... ... 1564-1302
Dwight C. Haven .............- 1402-1808
George J, Cowing .. oo nen 1606-1928
Ralph Austin .................. 1526-1834
George N, Blatt ... ... ... o 18%4.1538
Glen J. Cowlng ... ... ..t 1638-1846
Jehn & Cowing ... ... ..., ... 1548 1HER
PROBATE JUDGES
John B, Bithian ... ... v 15021818
Samuel J, Drew ... ........... 18181024
Fred B, Adams .. ... iaes 19268-1534
15281554
Wilttlamn B, Austin ... ... . 1934-1538
Stewart C. Huatchinson ..., 1984-1964
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ASSOCIATE JUDGES

Stewart C. Hutehison .......... 1964-1971
Angelo ¥, Pletilli ... .. 00 1964-1871
John Jawoerskl ... 16761871
John € Lang ... .o 1665.1971
obert K. Buchar ... ... ... 1965-1875
Charles Connor ... e 1485-1876
John F. Gnadinger ......... ... 1965~
Emil DiLorenzo ... ... onn 1945
John Verkisn .......... ... .. 1967-
Thomas P, Paulkner .......... 1871-
Thomas W, Vinson ............ 1875
Michael H. Lyons ... ... .. 1875-
STATE'S ATTORNEYR
Tri Osgood ... oo 1884-1828
Willlam A, Boardman .......... 1845.1848
Frederick A, Barfelson ..., .. 1856-1860
Henty LOBAT .o oo ns 1860-1864
Sylvester W, Munn .......... .. 18641868
Charles A, Hill ....... ... ... 1868-1572
Fdward C. Hager ... ... .0 1572-1878
James H, Flanders ............ 18741888
Cyrus W, Brown . ...........0n 188018584
Danitel F. Higgins ... ... e 1884-1888
Bdward €. Akin ... ool 1R88-189%
Atty. Gen.,  1858-1800
William D. Heise .............. 1896-1568
George A, Barr ... ..o 1808-1812
Bobert W, Mardin ... ... 1512.1624
Hijalmer Behn ................ 16824-1832
Willjami B, MeCabe ... ... 1682-14346

James BE. Burke ... ... 1936-1948
Johnt L Pearee ........ ... ..... 1648-1852
Frank H. Masters Jr. ..........1052-1984
George E. Sangmeister ...... .. 1864.1648
Louls B, Bertani ............... 1088-1872
Martin Rudman ... .o 1972-1976
SATATE SENATORS
Uri Osgood ... . .. v a 1853-1858
G, DA Parke oo 1R57.1880
Henry Snapy ... oo 18651872
Albert DL Marshall ..., .. 1875-1878
Syivester W, Munn ....... ... .. 18791882
Richard J.Barr ... c.coviinn 1563-1850
STATE REPRESBENTATIVES

Willlam B, Little ... ... ... 1848-1859
G DL A Parks ... e 1355-1858
William Mooney ... 1875-1878

1889-1880
Samuel J, Drew ... ... 0. 1849-1904
Bernard L. Kelly .............. 19111912
Michael H. Hennebry ........ .. 191%-1638
J. Harold Downey ... ... 1945-1854
Franeig J. Loughran ........... 19565-1866
W. Robert Biair ... ... ... 000t 10841874

Speaker of the House
77th & T8th General Assemblies

George M. OBrien ... ... ... 1971-1872
Harry D. Leinenweber ......... 1972-
jeorge E. Sangmelstar ... ... .. 14972-

Ty v

The Will County Courthouse at Joliet,




WINNEBAGO COUNTY BAR

THE WINNEBAGO COUNTY BAKR,
ORGANIZED SEVENTY YEARS AGO,
PROVIDED THREE PRESIDENTS FOR THE ISBA*

it Rockford was an inter-
i section of dirt roads, the
| first court session was con-

? vened in the home of
 Daniel Haight, one of
Rackford’s first settlers,

That same vear John Kemble opened
the first law office in Rockford. It
was reported by a chronicler of Rock-
ford’s early history, that Winnebago
County’s frst lawyer became insane
within three vears of the opening of
his Jaw office and died in 1840 in an
eastern asvlum. The second resident
lawyer fared better. Jacoh (Old Jake)
Miller garnered a measure of fame
as a fiery arator in support of the
Whig presidential campaign of 1540,

One vear after the first court ses-
sion, a special building was erected,
apparently with no particular concern
for separation of Church and State,
because the announced purpose of the
building was for use as a courthouse
and for religious purposes.

Other firsts in the annals of the
Winnebago County Bar occurred
around 1870, when Willilam Brown
became the county’s frst resident Cir-
cuit Judge, and Benjamin Sheldon
was elected from the First Judicial
Circuit to the Supreme Court of 1Jli-
nois, presiding as Chief Justice in
1877

In the 1870, Miss Alta Hulett he-
came the first woman to practice law
in Winnebago County. At the tme of
her admission on June 6, 1873 she was
18 vears old and a recent graduate of
Fast Side High School. Initially, Miss
Hulett was prohibited from practicing
Iaw, but a group of Rocklord lawyers,
led by John BHarly, father of Albert

D. Early, prepared a special act and
procured its passage by the legisla-
ture, admitting her to practice.

Miss Hulett was the first woman
admitted to practice in Ilinois. Ada
M. Kepley, Effingham, admitted Jan.
13, 18K1, is helieved to have been the
second woman lawyer in [linois,

The Wimnnebago County Bar As-
sociation began organization in 1906,
At a meeting of local lawvyers ealled
to honor retiting Judge Bailey, a com-
mittee was appointed to formulate a
set of by-laws for the association. On
February 9, 1997, the first meeting of
the Winnebago County Bar Associ-
ation was held, a constitution and by-
laws were adopted and frustees and
officers were elected.

The first vears of the formally or-
ganized bar association were charac-
terized by infrequent meetings, much
to the displeasure of the young turks
among the lawyers who informally
banded together in an organization
known as the Bar Flies. The modus
operandi of the Bar Flies was to invite
themselves to the home of an older
and more affluent member of the bar
for an evening of food and frolic. The
tendency toward insanity and fun lov-
ing frolic already noted was later to
manifest itself in the institntion known
as the Winnebago County Bar Clam
Bake, an amnual event which started
in 1945,

The Winnebago County Bar ap-
parently had no representation among
the founders of the Tilinois State Bar,
but did participate in the obtaining of
the State Bar’s frst corporate charter.
Attorney Albert D BEarly was ameng
the incorporators in 1916 and served
as President of the State Bay in 1916-

17. Other State Bar Presidents from
Winnebago County have been Wil
lizsm D, Knight i 1938-39 and Karl
C. Williarss in 1954-35. Attorney Wil-
liams also served as treasurer of the
American Bar Association from 1972
through 1875,

The Honorable Charles H. Davis,
retired Justice of the Illinois Supreme
Court, a warm and friendly man and
a conscientious and talented judge,
served on the Supreme Court from
1953 to 1960, and again from 1970 to
Septemher 30, 1975, the date of his
retirement.  Justice Davis served as
Chief Justice during 1957 and 1935,
Judge Davis died on February 22,
1978.

In terms of community service the
Winnebago County Bar has been ac-
tive and in some areas has assumed
state-wide leadership. In 1938, a
Legal Aid Clinic was formed to pro-
vide legal aid to the indigent, and
in 1964, a full time Legal Aid office
was opened. Originally, this program
was supported solely by the Bar As-
sociation, Today it employs three
lawyers and one paralegal full time.
It is funded as a United Way Services
Inc. Agency and by minimal fees
charged to its users.

By 1951, the activities of the Bar
Association necessitated the hiring of
a part time executive secretary and
in August of 1959, the Bar Association
opened an office with a full time ex-
sentiy cretary, becoming one of the

special
Far A~
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WINNEBAGO {cont.)

first downstate associations to furnish
the services of a full fime secretary to
the organized bar. Since 1952, the
Association has been publishing a
monthly news letter sent to all county
lawyers, furnishing court calendars,
reports of executive committee meet-
ings, listing of new members, letters
from the president, and general in-
formation useful to lawyers.

A Speakers Bureau was first or-
ganized m 1934, to furnish lawyers to
spcak without charge to organizations
that wish to learn about the legal pro-
fession or about pending legislation or
other faw-related subject.

Each monthly meeting of the Bar
Association features a ﬂpmker or a
panel of speakers procured by the
Continuing Legal Education Commit-
tee to help keep the Association mem-
bers abreast of the current develop-
ments in the profession.

In 1960, Law Day observance was
inaugurated in Winnebago County,
and in 1972, the continuing efforts of
the Law Day Committee were re-

warded with the receipt of the Ameri-
can Bar Association Award of Merit
for a unique and outstanding bar as-
sociation project. This project con-
sisted of sending 120 volunteer law-
vers into the junior, middle and senior
high schools of the community to
spend the day talking to the students
and, more 1mp{}rmn?h listening to
and answering thelr guestions about
law, the k,gal profession and the
courts. More than 168000 students
were directly involved in this pro-
gram.

To further carry on the program of
bringing the law to the classrcom,
the Winnebagoe County Bar Associa-
tion has cfoopamted enthusiastically
with the Law in American Society
Foundation’s program for Law Fo-
cused Fducation in the schools, Com-
mencing in 1973, with eight teachers
who attended a summer study session
designed to teach teachers the funda-
mentals of the American system of
Jurisprudence, this program in Rock-
ford has expanded to the point that to-
day over one hundred trained teachers
are introducing their students to our
legal system by use of the case book

method of instruction, mock trials,
both in the class room and in the court
rooms, by viewing actual trials and
by having members of the Bar As-
sociation speak on subjects selected by
the students and teachers.

For the second vear, the Continuing
Legal Education Committee of the
Winnebago County Bar is conducting
an eleven week course run by local
lawyers for local lawvers. This past
year's course provided an in-depth
examination of Civil Trial Practice,
Each weekly session lasted tweo hours
and emphasized the practical “How to
Do It” approach, from the initial client
conference, through investigation, dis-
covery, pleadings and trial,

In conchision, it was noted in pre-
paring this brief history, that some-
time in 1943, the then Circuit Judge
met with members of the Winnebago
County Bar Association to discuss pre-
trial procedure. It was also noted re-
cently that the present Chiet Circuit
Judge met with members of the Win-
nebags County Bar Asspeiation to
discuss pre-trial procedure,

Some things do take time.

Y T

Witham D, Knight, Rockford, President of
the Hiingis State Bar Asgociation in 1935-3%

Karl ©. Williams, Rockford, President of the
$tiinois State Bar Asscciation in 1954-55.

Albert D Farly, Rockford, President of the
tHiinoiz State Bar Association in 1916-17,
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Charles M. Davis, Rockford, a2 member of the
Hinois Supreme Court from 1955 to 1960
and 1969 to 1975, He was Chief Justice
in 1957-58.

Jokn Srivsly, Rockford, g veteran member
{ Winneba cunty Bar Association and
e time mamber of the SBA Board of
Governors.

A scene at @ Winnebage County Bar Association Clambake,

S e

Winnebago County Courthouse st Rockford.
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CATHOLIC LAWYERS GUILD OF CHICAGO

CATHOLIC LAWYERS GUILD OF CHICAGO

WAS ORGANIZED IN 1934

TO PROMOTE LEGAL AND CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES

HE Catholic Lawvers
Guild of Chicago was or-
ganized in 1934 by the

& || Very Reverend Monsignor

Edward V. Bailey to pro-

mote and uphold the stan-

dards of legal and Chris-
tian principles in the light of modern
legal problems.

Monsignor Dailey was the spiritual
director of the Guild from its incep-
tion until he resigned in 1964. He
was also Editor-in-Chief of the Guiid’s
newsletter.

The following portion of the By-
laws of the Catholic Lawyers Guild
of Chicago, Article I, enumerates the
ohjectives for which the Guild was
organized:

“ARTICLE 1. Objects. Under the
direction of the Ordinary of the Arch-
diocese of Chicago, who is the Ecclesi-
astical Aunthority of the Guild and its
patron and supervisor, the objects
shall be:

(1) To promote the social, intel-
lectual, temporal and spiritual
welfare of its members.

In general, to promote the

study, by Catholic lawyers, of

the application of Christian
principles to modern problems.

{3} To uphold the highest stan-

dards and best traditions of

the legal profession in America.

y To be of assistance to the Arch-

diocese of Chicago and to the
clergy in general in an ad-
visory capacity in matters of
pending legislation, state and
national.

{35 To promote a study of Canon

{2}
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By PATRICIA E. MULLIN®

Law in relation to marriage,
and to discourage the institu-
tion in civil courts of proceed-
ings which contravene Christian
morality, especially of unjusti-
fied divorce proceedings.
5 To promote a study of local
charitable institutions, of their
purposes and needs, and of the
law relating to charitable be-
guests, with a view to en-
couraging such bequests.
To enlist the aid of all Catholic
members of the bar through
frequent reception of the Sac-
raments to bind them more
closely in the pursuit of these
ends.”

Membership in the Guild is open to
Catholic members of the legal pro-
fession, and at the present time nuin-
bers several hundred Catholic law-
yers in the Chicago area, including
judges and public officials.

Throughout the year the Guild
sponsors luncheon meetings at which
speakers discuss topics of current legal
amd religious interests.

The Guild has given scholarships to
Catholic law schools.

In the fall of the vear, the Guild
sponsors the Annual Red Mass at the
Holy Name Cathedral in honor of
St. Thomas More and St. Ives, patron
saints of the legal profession, to mark
the opening of the law courts, and
to ask for divine guidance in the
proper representation of clients and i
the proper administration of justice in
the courts and in public offices.

Each year the Guild honors an indi-
vidual for his outstanding contribution

et

as a Catholic lawyer. The following is

a st of those honored:

Michael Igoe, Judge, U.8. District
Court, Northern Distrief of Illineis
WitHam J. Campbell, Senior Judge,
1.8, District Court, Northern IHs-

triet of liinois

Fdward V. Hanrahan, Cook County
Stateg’ Attorney

Richard J. Daley, Mayor of the City of
Chicago

John 8. Boyile, Chief Judge, Circuit
Court of Cook County

Daniel P. Ward, Justice, Supreme
Court of the State of Hiinois

Robert J. Dunne, Presidisg Judge,
Probate Division, Cireuit Court of
Cack County

Neil Hartigan, Lisutenant Governor of
the State of iilinois

Joseph A. Power, Presiding Fudge,
Criminal Division, Circuit Ceurt of
Cook County

Thomas M. Tully, Cook County Asses-
20T,

Maorgan ¥. Marphy, United States Con-
gressman, [liinols, &nd District

The first meeting of the members
of the Catholic Lawyers Guild, In-
corporated, was held on Monday, Oc-
tober 29, 1945, My, William H. Sex-
ton, K.5.G., was President and had
been President from the first year that
the Guild met in 1934 through its
incorporation until 1954, The follow-
ing is the list of persons who suc-
ceeded Mr. Sexton as President:

Fdward R, Tiedebohl ... ... 1854-1956

William ¥ Czhill, K.8G, ... 1858718538

Lae GRTY e 1880.1862
Hareld T, Hslfpenny oo .. 18451545
Judge Charles P Horan ... 1066-1663
Charies I Galizghsr ... . ... 1G68.1870

........... 1871-1872
......... 1878.1674
..... 18751878

Warren 1. Hickey
ireraid B, Sharboro
Judge Arthur L. Dunne

3 {3 Chisage, Secrsiary of
Lawyvers Guild of Chicage,

the Catholic




The Guild offers its legal service
in an advisory capacity to the Arch-
diccese of Chicago with respect to
any problems which may occur of
4 current nature. An example of this
was work done by certain members
of the Guild in researching the tax-
free status of real estate owned by the
Church.

One of the rewarding activities of
the Catholic Lawvers Guild is the
legal assistance volunteered by mem-
bers to the various Catholic agencies
in the Archdiocese. 1962 was a rec-
ord vear, more than 500 cases were
handled to completion. The Cardinal's
Committee for Spanish Speaking Peo-
ple, Catholic Charities office, Council
of Catholic Women, individual par-
ishes, and many other agencies rely
on the Guild for assistanee in a varied
assortment of legal problems, espe-
cially in relation to marriage and
matters with a religious implication.
I response to Cardinal Stritch’s Span-
ish Speaking People’s Program, the
Guild maintained four offices in dif-
ferent areas of the city with members
donating two nights a week to help
these people with their legal prob-
lems. Now all cases are referred to
the Guild after the offices to which
the requests are made have satisfied
themselves that these people are in
financial need; requests must be made
through the offices and not directly
to the Guild.

Seme of the other significant events
in the Guild’s history are as follows:

January, 1951 — Miss Lillian Grier,
a nurse, presented to the Guild a
framed picture of 5t Ives” window in
the Cathedral in France. It was a part
of Dean Wigmore's collection.

September, 1953 — The American
Bar Association invited the Guild to
participate in its convention begin-
ning August 16, 1954, by making the
Red Mass a part of the convention
procesdings,  The 20th Anniversary
of the Hed Mass was said as a part
of the 76th Convention of the Ameri
cann Bar Association on Aagust 15
1654,

February, 1954 Preparations
were made for a series of four lec-
tures covering the general subject
“The Catholic Lawyer’s Defense of
Man.” The first lecture was scheduled
on March 22nd with his Eminence
Samuel Cardinal Stritch, Archbishop
of Chicago, as the speaker: the sec.
ond on April 6th with the Very Rev-
erend John 8. Quinn; the third with
the Very HReverend Monsignor Ed-
ward M. Burke,

The annuat Lawyer's Retreat is held
usually on Pabm Sunday of each vear,
at the University of Notre Dame,
South Bend, Indiana. The female
members attend a retreat about the
same time at The Cenacle. Chicago,
Illnois,

May, 1858 — At the request of
the Forensic League of Chicago the

The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicage armua
iz a provession at one of the masses,

Guild provided 48 judges for debates
to be held on the question, “Resolve
That U.S. Foreign Aid Should Be
Supplemented.”

May, 1958 — The Guild attended
a Masy at St. Peter’s Church as a
tribute to the canomization of St
Thomas More.

The staff of the Chancery Office
presented a mock trial in the Ecclesi-
astical Tribunal of the Archdiocese
of Chicago.

YVelume One, Number One of the
Catholic Lawver's Briefs was pub-
lished.

Oectober, 19538 — A Resclution was
spread of record memorializing his
Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch,
who had been summoned to Bome to
take the post of Prefect of the Con-
gregation of the Faith and there suf-

a "Red Mass™ each fall Skown

iy sporsors
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CATHOLIC LAWYERS
GUILD (cont.)

fered a most untimely death on the
27th day of May, 1858

October, 1963 — A theatre party
was sponsored by the Guild for "A
Man For All Seasons”, St. Thomas
More — Lord Chancellor of England
.. . his legal-moral struggle with King
Henry VIIL

May, 1984 — Monsignor John
Quinn, Chief Judge of the Arch-
diocesan Matrimonial Tribunal and
an expert on canon law, who actively
participated in the work of the Eccle-
siastical Council as Coordinator of the
American Consultants, spoke before
the Guild at a meeting at the Sherman
House. He discussed the work of the
Council in the critical areas of free-
dom of religion and liberty of con-
science. The luncheon was also a
testimonial for the founder and for-
mer chaplain, Monsignor Edward V.
Dailey.

June, 1965 — A Resolution was
passed by the Guild recognizing the
right of persons to protest and to
otherwise exercise their rights of free
speech and free assembly, however,
deploring and condemning demon-
strations and protests which breach
the peace and otherwise break down
public order, and urging all persons
that take part in demoustrations and
protest to do so with full respect for
the law and for the safety and welfare
of our community and of our society.
This Resolution was passed at a time
when persons in Chicago were pro-
testing the reappointment of Dr, Ben-
jamin C. Willis as Superintendent of
Schools in Chicago. A press release,
incorporating the entire language of
the Resolution was sent to and printed
by Chicago newspapers.

The Guild reviewed and submitted
comments on Lawvers Advise Pro-
gram characterized by the title "Min-
istry of Legal Aid” to be offered by
a volunteer group of lawvers under

86/ISBA

the sponsorship of the Church Fed-
eration of Greater Chicago.

The President has always requested
that as many members as possible
participate in Law Day programs.

June, 1969 — A committee was ap-
nointed to draft a Resolution regard-
ing activities of puns and priests in
public demonstrations thereby bring-
ing disrespect upon the Church.

The Catholic Lawyers Guild of
Chicago, in existence since 1934, and
still a strong, viable organization, was
the first such Guild in the United
States. Under the leadership of Presi-
dent Edward R, Tiedebohi, at least
eighteen such Guilds were organized
in various cities in the country. The
Guild’s officers were invited as guests
to the first Red Masses said in the
cities of New York, Cleveland, In-
dianapolis, and San Francisco because
of their assistance in organizing those
Guilds.

The Guild recognizes its obligations
under the Canon Law of the Catholic
Church, the laws and regulations of
the Archdiocese of Chicago, the di-
rections given it by the Ordinary of
the Archdiocese and operates under
its Ecclesiastical Authority.
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COOK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

COOK COUNTY BAR FOUNDED IN 1914
TO PROMOTE WELFARE OF BLACK LAWYERS

HE Cook County Bar As-
sociation was founded in
1914 by a group of Black

@ || lawyers, spearheaded by

Edward Wright. They felt

the need to establish a

vehicle for communica-

tion and interaction between Black

Iawyers who at that time were denied

admission to established white har
associations because of race, Since
its formation it has worked toward
the maintenance of high professional

standards in order to better serve the
community.

A major achievement of the CCBA
has been the encouragement of fair
and nondiseriminatory procedures in
the selection of judges. As a direct
result, the Asscciation was instru-
mental in the appointment of the
Honorable James B. Parsons as the
Arst Black judge fo sit on the Federal
District Court; and the nomination
and appointment of the Honorable
George N. Leighton to the Federal
Jadiciary.

The CCBA has other activities of
which it is equally proud, for example,
ite free representation of Black acti-
vists who were arrested in cormection
with the civil rights’ movement of the
6s. Another community commitment
is its scholarship program. The CCBA,
through its foundation, awards nu-
merous scholarships to needy minority
law students in 1llinois.

Today the Association’s membership
approaches 400 and s rapidly ex-
panding due to the ncrease in the
number of voung Black hswyers ad-
mitted 1o the Hlinois Bar in recent
years,

By CHESTER L. BLAIR®

Judge Genrge N. Leighton, Chicage, a judge
of the U.S District Court for the Northern
District of liinois.

The officers of the association for
1476-1977 are: Walter Williams, Presi-
dent: Chester L. Blair, 1st Vice Presi-
dent and President Elect; Patricia
Banks, Znd Viee President; Arnette
Hubbard, 3rd Vice President; Daniel
S. Belliny, General Secretary; Anne
1. Fredd, Financial Secretary, and
Bertina Laropkin, Treasurer,

ot

3t Vice President of Qock

Judae James B. Parsons, a Judge of the US,
District Court for the Northern District of
liinois.
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DECALOGUE SOCIETY OF LAWYERS

ORGANIZED IN 1934, THE DECALOGUE SOCIETY
OF LAWYERS CARRIES ON A TRADITION
OF LEARNING AND CHARITY

FTER more than forty
years of outstanding ser-
vice to our membership
and to the community at
o S large it s well to lock
U Wé"{ into the original need for
an organization such as
curs as envisioned by our founders
and to examine the record to deter-
mine whether the original aims and
purposes and those which evolved
with the passage of time have been
accomplished and, if so, how well,

I. THE ATMOSPHERE UNDER
WHICH WE WERE ESTAB
LISHED. Justification for an organi-
zation of Jewish professionals was
always present and the reasons are
as valid today as they ever were.
However, the period of the nineteen
thirties was exceptional. No matter
how painful the memory is to some of
us, it constitutes an important chapter
in Jewish history, and should be at
least touched upon as an important
epoch. The events stirred many of
our founders into the action of hold-
ing meetings, which resulted in the
formation of the Decalogue Society of
Lawvyers, the name being emblematic
of the Ten Commundments as they are
known to and “accepted” by the whole
world,

It was the period of Hitler's rise
to power; it was the period of the
“big lie” coming across the Atlantic
it was the fime when many Americans
were tzken in and came to believe
the Nazis political contention that
they saved Germany {and the world]
from “Bolshevism” {as they preferred
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By OSCAR M. NUDELMAN®

to call it} and that Bolshevism was
a Jewish creation; it was the period
when some Cerman-Americans orgar
nized the Bund and set up camps for
military training near most large cities
and boldly paraded with swastikas:
it was the time when respected Ameri-
can organizations aided the German
propaganda and some of them dis-
tributed  their libelous books and
others, individuals and groups, pub-
lished their Lies including the “Proto-
cols of the Elders of Zion” which had
long been refuted and discredited as
a forgery by many authorities includ-
ing a high court of Switzerland which
entered heavy fines against the Nazis
whao had published it there.

It was the period when incipient
American “hatelers” began to “feel
their oats” and were sufficiently em-
holdened to have their anti-Semitism
come to the surface and manifest itself
in various ways.

It was a time when the Jewish law-
ver and other professionals of the
Jewish faith in the country began to
feel insecure; it was a time to take
some steps tor self-protection.

II. THE ORIGINAL MEETINGS.
It was in this atmosphere that a small
group of Jewish lawyers in Chicago
held five meetings between May 19
and June 14, 1934, under the chair-
manship of the late Oscar 8. Caplan,
then an assistant o the Probate Judge
of Cook County.

The minutes of these early meet-
ings, so faithfully recorded by our
loval member Maurice M. Wasser-
man, are of the greatest interest be-

cause while the feeling was strong
for an organization, there was never-
theless, considerable diversity of opin-
ion as to its nature and purpose.

The minutes of the May 19th meet-
ing disclose that it was a meeting of
the West Town Lawyers Association
already in existence as a corporale
entity, although it was relatively un-
known.

Judge Caplan explained that the
object of that association was to up-
hold the standards of the legal pro-
fession, promote justice, inculcate
friendly relations between the Jewish
tawvers and those of other associations
and among curselves.

One lawyer cautioned against mak-
ing the organization a racial one and
advised that “prominent Jewish men
of our profession be consulted to get
their views.” Another thought that we
need not apologize “for being Jews
nor for forming a Jewish lawyers as-
sociation so long as we come within
our legal rights” Another wanted
an organization but insisted that it
must be “non-political” Yet another
made “an inspiring talk” and moved
for an organization “to have our own
functions in such manner that will not
discredit us and not be antagonistic
to other bar associations.”

These and similar views were ex-
pressed at each succeeding meeting.
To help us in our deliberations, Judge
Weiss of the Muanicipal Cowt was
invited and addressed the May 24th
meeting and explained the nature and
operations of the Bohemian Lawyers

¥ OF Chlonsn, member of Decslogue SBoclety
of Lawyars,




Association. At the meeting of May
3ist, the name Decalogue Society of
Lawvers was adopted. It was the sug-
gestion of the late Leonard Wissman.

The meeting of June Tth was ad-
dressed by two non-members. Une
was William D. Bauer of the Lawyers
Legislative League who spoke about
the work of that League and the
other was John A. Cervenka, also of
the Bohemian Lawvers Association,
who added to our knowledge of the
workings of that association. At thiy
meeting we also continued to work
on the several articles of the proposed
constitution. And at this time the non-
political nature of the Decalogue
Society was definitely established by
the following resolution proposed by
I. Archer Levin and unanimously
adopted: “Although it s the opinion
of the members of this Society that
no special provision be incorporated
in the by-laws {constitution) of this
organization, it is nevertheless the
sense and sentiment of the members
thereof that this Society should be and
remuain non-political and non-partisan
in nature and activity, and that it
should never be used for the benefit
or advancement of any particular in-
dividual, political party or group,”
and this resolution has been strictly
ohserved throughout the years.

On a more affirmative note, the
founders feit that the Society should
satisfy the following needs:

{AY A need for solidurity and
more cordial relations among Jewish
[awvers,

{B} A need for the joint solution
of professional problems; a need for
eooperation with worthwhile Jewish
movements and organizations.

(Cy A peed to avoid the litigation
of peculinrly Jewish controversies be-
fore official tribunals.

(137 The nesd to join with other
minorities for the protection of rights
and privileges,

(B} The need for the edoeation of
i the many new branches of

TR
ractics,

{F? The need to raise the stan-

g

dards of the bar and to educate the
public to a better understanding and
appreciation of the function and status
of the lawyer in a free soviety.

As a result of the recognition of
these needs, the Constitution of the
Society sets out its purposes as fol-
lows:

“The purposes of this organization
are: to advance and improve the law,
the administration of justice and the
legal profession and to cooperate with
other bar assoctations for the attain-
ment of those obiectives; to foster
friendly relations and good will among
its members, and between its members
and other members of the bar, the
courts, and the public; to cooperate
as lawvers and citizens in worthy
movements for the public welfare;
to maintain vigilance against public
practices which are anti-social or dis-
criminatory; to foster the traditions
and ideals of American democracy;
to encourage and stmulate Jewish
ideals and culture: to devote itself to
those special prohlems the solution of
which will bring increased dignity
and honor to ail members of the legal
profession; to furnish legal aid to the
indigent and the needy: to assist de-
serving members of the bar who may
be in need of aid, to set apart and
administer for all such purposes its
own funds or funds received from
others; to accept, create, maintain
and administer funds and trusts for
any uvse tending to further any of the
purposes of this organization.”

At the June ldth mesting it was
determined not to amend the charter
of the West Town Lawyers Associa-
tion but to apply for an eriginal char-
ter to the Decalogne Soetety of Law-
vers. An election was held and the
following officers and members of the
Board of Managers were elected:

Judge Oscar 8. Caplen, President

I. Archer Levin, st Vice Pr

Os Nudelman, Ind ¥

Mauries 3. Wassermpan, Fioanelsl SBeo
retary

Berrpard J. Heeker, Recording Secrs
tery

Abraham Johnson, Treasurer

Max Biederman, Beard of Managers

Joseph Rosensatein, Board of Managers

Max Lauster, Board of Managers

Albert L. Bilumenfeld, Beard of Mana-
gers

Samuel L. Cohen, Board of Managers

Harry Yale, Board of Managers

Samuel L. Prisdmean, Board of Mana-
gers

I, EARLY PROBLEMS AND
THEIR SOLUTIONS. Almost from
the first day, the Society as such was
confronted by problems.

(A} Prevalent propaganda caused
the release of vertain inhibitions and
some characters allowed their inner
feclings to surface, First there was
the tarmer-like old judge who thought
of himself as a great story teller and
he would employ every free moment
on the bench to tell a “story” In
1934 it was reported to us by uffidavit
that he told from the bench the old
canard about the fireman who claimed
& partnership with Jewish business-
men and who when pressed to explain,
said “You make the fires and I put
them out.” Knowing the reticence of
individual lawyers to speak out when
it might mean earning the displeasure
of a judge, it is fair to say that without
an organization such a story might
have gone unchallenged. But because
of the existence of the Decalogue, the
old judge made a public apology and
promised not to repeat this kind of
story — and kept his promise,

{B) Soon after this incident we
were shown a letter which had been
sent by a non-Jewish personal injury
lawyer to a non-Jewish person who
had apparently considered employing
him in a personal infury action but
who, for reasons best known to him-
self, emploved a Jewish law frm in-
stead. The letter in guestion was
writtenn when the fret lawyer dis-
covered that he was not getting the
retainer and upan learning to whom
the matter had been enfrusted, could
not refrain from showing his disap.
pointment by writing the hoped-for
client and referring to the successful
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DECALOGUE SOCIETY
OF LAWYERS (cont.}

Jewish firm as “those damn Jew law-
yers.” Here again only an organiza-
tion could act snceessfully, This was
done with the help of one of our
Jewish judges who succeeded in ob-
taiming an abject apology without too
much publicity.

(C) In 1936 we were faced with
a very serious question. Whether it
was first suggested by The Chicago
Bar Association or not, on October 6,
1998, we were told by one of our
merbers, who was also active in The
Chicago Bar Association, that he be-
lieved “that The Chicago Bar Associ-
ation would be only too glad te com-
ply with our wishes” if we would ask
it to submit to us all complaints made
against Jewish lawyers. Although one
board member seemed receptive to
the idea it was guickly abandoned
because most members “questioned
the desirability of our having anything
to do with complaints made before
The Chicago Bar Association against
Jewish lawyers because such com-
plaints should be handled no differ-
ently from complaints against Law-
yers of other “faiths.” No one regrets
the action or lack of action in this
respect. By resisting this temptation
we avoided even the implication that
Jewish lawyers constituted a problem
group which required special treat-
ment in this respect.

{D} By this time {1937-1938), the
daily newspapers were permitting
want ads for help to specify “gentile,”
“non-Jew,” “Prostestant”, ete. Even
our daily lawyers’ paper, apparently
madvertently also allowed such con-
ditions to be specified in ads for secre-
taries, law clerks and attorneys, Sub-
fee it to say that without an orga-
nization i make representations this
might have continued  indefinitely,
But with the force of cur Society he-
hind them our objections brought an
end to this kind of discrimination
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which has since come to be considered
a violation of the Constitution.

{EY For years the bar examiners
would occasionally schedule examina-
tions part of which sometimes fell
on Jewish holidays. Of course this was
pot done intentionally.  As an or-
ganization we quickly obtained an
agreement that we would be con-
sulted before the scheduling of any
exarnination. This went on for a short
time until the examiners learned to
consult Jewish calendars. Since then
no examination has been so scheduled.

{F; At zhout this time an exami-
nation for psychologists or counseliors
was scheduled by the Board of Edu-
cation on a Satorday. An observant
Jew applied to us for help. While we
could not bring about a change in
the date of the examination, we did
persvacde the Board to furnish the
young man with a secretary 50 that he
Hd not have to write the answers
on the Sabbath, Of interest is the
fact that this applicant passed his
examination with Bving colors and i
now a high school principal.

{(G) Early in our existence we
spent considerable time and effort in
organizing a Council of Loeal Bar
Associations consisting of all the eth-
nic groups. We thought that such a
Council could serve good purposes
in unity and solidarity against any
manifestation of Xemophobia, In sev-
eral instances we were able to get
good cooperation, particularly in emer-
gency situations. And to this day our
relationship with other groups is cor-
dial and friendly and we know that we
can count on them or most of them in
important matters, The Council as
such, however, was not permanent
because most of these groups are orb
ented more to social activities than o
ather purposes.

(H} Early in 1948, just after the
end of World War 1L for reasons
best known to is respettive members,
the Iilingis Supreme Court promui-
gated Rule 38A prohibiting ail Hlinois
lawyers from changing their names

on the roll of attornevs except where
such name has been changed by mar-
riage and even in such case requiring
a petition, proof of such marriage
and an order of this court. This was
a rule which no one favored, least
of all the ethnic societies, including
the Decalogue, The Chicago Bar As-
sociation also opposed the rule but its
solution consisted of a series of modi-
fications which would have made a
change of name proceeding iuto the
proverbial “federal case” The Deca
logue Society would have nothing less
than & total repeal and that is what
we accomplished with the aid of one
of our expert members, Harry G, Fins.

IV, INSTITUTIONS AND REG-
ULAR ACTIVITIES., Further re
search has led to & very pleasant dis-
hag from the very
: ond throughout the vears
blished and maintained institu-
tions and activities in full conformity
with our Jewizh traditions — without
reference to and without need to
argue the fact that such institutions
and activities were fraditionally Jew-
ish. In other words, it was done almost
instinctively, almost automatically —
because we are Jews and these tra-
ditions are second nature fo us.

Evervone knows that the love of
learning is a strong Jewish tradition,
Deservedly, Jews have been called
the “people of the book”™ In this tra-
dition, but without having such tra-
dition affirmatively called to our at-
tention, we can modestly boast of the
following:

{AY We contributed toward and
raised a fund of £50.000.00 for the
Hebrew University Law School the
income of which is used by it to grant
a graduate student a vear of fellow-
ship study, useally at an institution of
higher learning in the United States.
Fuach vear the fellowship is named in
honor of one of our members past or
present.

(B} Next, not chronologieally, but
in importance is our lw schoeol schol-
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arship plan, created, recently for six
Chicago area law schools by providing
for the raising {through our voluntary
sddition of dues and otherwise) of
& sam of $5,000.00 for each school and
given to it with the understanding
that the income is to be given annually
by the school to a needy student, the
scholarship to bear cach vear the
name of 2 selected member of our
Seciety present or past. So far three
schools have received $3,000.00 each
and we are about to implement a
fourth:

{Cy Eight more of our institutions
ar activities are qualified to be listed
nnder the head of “learning:”

1. The partial sponsorship of a
hook of Jewish content resulting from
funds raised by appealing to a select
group of our membership. Bach indi-
vidual contributor has received a copy
of the book autographed by the an-
thor:

2. The Decalogue Foundation, a
separate corporation not for profit,
through which we have financed the
purchase of law books for schools in
fsrael, sponsored essay contests on
subjects related to law and Judaism
and other similar educational efforts;

3. Our bi-weekly “bread and but-
tef” lectures held in the Society’s own
headguarters and  addressed by ex-
perts in the various fields of practice;

4. Publications in our Decalogue
Journal of learned articles of lasting
interest on important legal and other
subjects including “Briefs and Ab-
stracts” and, recently, of a series of
capsules of Judaica under the heading
“Traditions of Our People;”

3. In recent vears we have spon-
sored and conducted a series of week-
end institutes on Judaism which were
erjoved immensely by those wha at-
temeed:

8. For sixteen years we sponsored
and conducted Great Books discus-
sions fed by two of owr past presi-
dents, including in the last two of
those years diseussions of Great Jew-
ish Books;

7. From time o time, we have
sponsored and conducted forums on
important topics;

& Other activities directed at aid-
ing the survival of Jews as such in a
world which, if it does not, as stated
in a recent article in a national jour-
nal, “want the Jews dead,” is at least
apathetic to our fate as evidenced
many times in recent years.

To contribute even in small measure
to such survival, it is important, we
have learned, that our people be ac-
quainted with owr history, our trads-
tions and our heritage. To this end
we encourage such learning by all
our activities including the Traditions
series and the capsules delivered at
our weekly meetings.

{I»; Under the heading of charity,
also undeniably a Jewish tradition,
we established in 1942 a welfare fund
with which to practice Judaism's
highest form of charity, the kind
which helps the recipient to hecome
self-supporting — non-interest-bear-
ing loans known as “gmilath Khaso-
dim,” acts of loving kindness, From
this fund we have helped several of
our members over rough spots — and
no one knows their names,

We know that many of our mem-
bers are active in synagogue and in
many specific chantable organizations
and we encourage generous giving
to the Jewish United Fund and other
charities. We have also sponsored and
conducted annual Israel Bond dinners
and have an enviable record in bond
sales at such dinners and otherwise.
Many of cur members are active in
their respective synagogues. Some are
or were presidents. We try to create
an atmosphere conducive to such ac-
tivities,

{E} We have also encouraged the
practice of Judaism, not necessarily
the minutiaze, but the hroader and less
controversial obssrvances inclnding,
however, the distary laws which we
cheerve at our amnual patrictic din-
ners. At those dinners, we make an
award to an outstanding person. This

custom began in 1941 and now in-
cludes & very distinguished list of re-
cipients.

(F) And speaking of patriotism,
in recent vears we have observed Law
Bay US.A. by feting a selected group
of high scheol students both at the
otfices of some of our members or in
the performance of their routines on
that moring and at a luncheon ad-
dressed by an outstanding legal per-
sonality.

{G)  In line with making our mem-
bers” practice and routines easier we
have already mentioned the bread and
butter lectures. Moreover, we have
group insurance plans, we supply our
members the names of other member
specialists in various fields of prac-
tice, we conduct an employinent ex-
change; we conduct an annual golf
guting condueive to the social ameni-
ties and a day in the open as well as
an evening of dancing and sociability
— amd door prizes.

{H}  We watch legislation to avoid
discrimination against us, our people
and all people, and to help in this
respect we depend on some of our
members in the state as well as the
tederal legislature.

V. THE SECOND GENERATION
TAKES OVER, A very auspleious
manifestation in our Society in recent
vears has been the gradual turn over
of its governance to the second gen-
eration of membership. And here too
it should be mentioned that it came
not by a conscious movement but as
a natural phenomenon. The time
simply came for the vounger members
to take over and it happened. And
speaking for the oldtimers, I can say
that the new generation has not at
tempted what so often happens in
organizations where the voung take
over, that is to “kick over the traces”
Apparently they have found ovur tra-
ditions and institutions valid and have
abided by the essentlals as modified
by some of their own excellent inno-

vations.
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FEDERAL BAR ASSOCIATION

THE CHICAGO CHAPTER I8 A UNI
WYERS IN AND OUT OF FED
THOSE INTERESTED IN F?‘DE:R;;Q PRACTICE

OF LAY
AND

By NATHAN P, OWEN And ARTHUR KL

TATE in 1838, a group of
|23 ( roago altorneys peti-
tioned the Washington
headauarters of the Fe
eral Bar Assoclation for
rmission te form a Chi-
Chapter of the As
sociation, Permission was granted and
by April, 1940, the Chicago Chapter
received its Charter.

Organized in 1920, the Federal Bar
Association i both a national {ac-
tually international) and local as.
soeintion,  Better than one-third of
cur 15,000 members are in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area making the FBA
the pation's largest and most influ-
ential representative of attorneys in
past or present federal service. Our
membership includes attorneys from
all branches of federal government

including the executive, legislative,
judicial, administrative, and military.

Two-thirds of our members belong to
105 local chapters loeated thyoughout

the United States, Eurepe and the
Far East. More than 600 members

reside in Chicago,

The C hwzg,o Chapter has a very
interesting histarv.  Scon  after its
founding, the Chapter assisted the
federal government in moving many
federal offices to the Chicago area
as part of a program to decentralize
the seat of Government during World
War 11 Many of these transferved
offices needed local legal staff wnd the
Chicago Chapter helped 1o reorvit
foeal attorneys to B these positions.

Sl

PREOMINENT FBA MEMBERS
Over the vears since World War 11
92715BA

the Chicago Chapter has continued

to grow in size and influence. Cuor
membership roster includes  former

ht H. Cree

Covernors D‘W

tices }'m in Paul Stew—.ns and Arthur
Goldberg joined the Chicugo Chapter
as did the present Chief Justice of the

}’(‘s

Hinois Supreme Court, Daniel P
Ward.
Pagt Fresidents of the Chicago

Chapter include the Honorable Frank
[ McGarr of the Usnited States Dis-
trict Coart for the Northemn District
of Ilinois; the Honorahle Lawrence
Fisher, Chief Judge of the U8 Bank.
raptey Court;  the Honorable Jack
Arnold Welfeld, and the Honorable
Marfan P. Staniec, both Associate
Judges of the Circuit Court of Cook
County. William G, Clark, former 11l
nois Attorney General and now Su-
preme Cowrt Justice, i3 & member, as
s current ilinois Attorney Ceneral
William Scott. Presently, the Fist
Vice-Fresident of the Chicago Chap-
ter is Attorney James B Thompson,
former United States Atterney and
now Governor of the State of Hinois.

The Chicago Chanter roster also
mcludes all of the judges of the US.
Distriet Cowrt for the Northern Dis-
trict of Hlineis as well as

all of the
for the Seventh Cironit Court

Nuational
seral of
Honporable
194435,

E?&:‘%?daiﬁ"« of the
e beon At v
ited  States.

. Clark, pre

The
énit in
later became an Associate Justice of

-

i

Tom

the Supreme Court. His son, Ramsey

QUE BLEND
ERAL SERV

TICKE

AYMAR®

Clark, was president in 1964-63 and
became Attorney General the follow-

fng vear, and Atterney General Bich-

ard G, Kleindienst was president in
197273, Marguerite Rawalt, presi-

dent in 194344, was the first woman
to serve as the leader of a nationa! bar
association composed of both men and
women.  In Chicsgo, Mary Hazel
Crawford was the first woman presi-
dent in 19534-35 of a local bar associ-
ation composed of both men and
WOImET.

CHICACO CHAPTER ACTIVITIES.
The Chicago Chapter s one of the
more active of the FBA's local chap-
ters. For a number of vears, we have
sponsored a hincheon program en-
titled “Current Issues and Contro-
versies.” Some of our recent speakers
have been Newton Minow, Justin
Stanley, Bill Kurtis, Bernard Carey,
Winston Moore, James Thompson,
Sam  Skinmer, Rav Garrett Jr., the
Honorable Prentice Marsha! and the
Honorable Joel Flaum. From time
te time, we have Chapter diuners and
receptions featuring prominent local
and national guests. Recent dinmer
included Covernor Duniel
Lieutenant Governor Neil

son, Winols Attorney
lam Scott, Tudge Wil
. }iﬁi ELab Ej i
an  Richard
sal presi-

current

dent of the FBA. All new Chicagn
czpps;! tees to the Federal bench

Chicago
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A ORIECTIVES. The
the FBA as stated I
ition are:
jurisprudence; o promote the
ninistration of justice; to uphold
x high stapdard for the Federal ju-
diciary, attornevs representing  the
cernment of the United  States,
and atiorneys appearing before courts,

{ o1
to advance the science

GUr

partments  and  agencies of the
United States; to encowrage cordial

wl friendly relatinns  among  the

members of the legal profession; and

so promote the welfare of abtornevs

mployed by the Government of the

“nited States,

ek to accomplish these eb-
ch an extensive (507

bare, and mzr}isz.
shoation of the Fedes
o » quarterly Fe

which publishes sche

[i&?\f

Arthur 1. Goldbarg, the third lustice of the
LS, 3upreme Court appcinted from [Hinols,

as group frave

ties such gronp insur-
orrals and place

serl, et
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QGUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMEBER-
SHIP, There are two hasic types of
membership; Regular for past and
present Federal attorneys and Associ-
ate for members of the bar who have
a substantial interest and participation
in the federal law as shown through
admission to a Federal court, practice
before a Federal ageney or adminis
trative service n a Federal agency.

The Foundation of the Federal Bar
Association, the National Lawvers
lub, and the Federal Lawyer Build-
ing Corporation are important ways
of cxtending the work of the FBA
through independent but wffliated or-
ions. The Foundation serves as
,zfdz arm of the FBA, w
y Corporation owns

to FBA memihers.
The Federal Bar Ass

ocintion iz 8

. the fourth Justice of the
vied from [llinais,

among bar and
v professional organizations, The
blend of mem bership from in and out
of current government scrvice, the
combination of civilian and military,
the wide scope of substantive and
other service committees, the Chap-
ters and wother activites are well
known in the legal profession. The
Asgociation often serves as a catalyst
for interprofessional  communication
and service, through its publications,
through its service and activity pro-
grams, and through its many conting-
ing education opportunities. The As-
sociation has formal representation in
the House of Delegates of the Ameri-
can Bar Association eiected officer
of the Association serving as a Dele-
gate to that body, The Inter-Ameri-
as the International Bar
Association and the FBA have -
portant and effective laison. The Chi-
w Chapter of i:}'zaf Federal Rar
iwzzumzo*} provides eligible at-
1 apporty participate
HORHE

s irpue organization

cun, as well

;umtmi:

EBASSS
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Dwight H. Green, Chicago.

Dariel Walker, Chicago,

Otto Kerner, Chicago.

Jarnes 8, Thompsen, Chicago,

Richard B. Cgilvie, Chizago.

Justice Frank J, MeGarr,




ILLINOIS DEFENSE COUNSEL

ORGANIZED IN 1964,

THE ILLINOIS DEFENSE COUNSEL IS DEVOTED
TO INTERESTS OF THE DEFENSE BAR

x| IN November of 1964, the
nar, devoted exclusively
' to the problems of de-

I i first Defense Tactics Semi-
&
i | fense of personal injury
H(\Jgﬁa Z litigation and the insur-
“ ance industry, was held in
Chicago. The response to the Seminar
was overwhelming with more than 700
in attendance.

The enthusiasm generated by the
Seminar indicated a need for a more
permanent organization devoted to
the defense interests. Accordingly,
a small group of defense attorneys
gathered at The Chicago Bar As-
sociation to consider a method of
channeling this interest and enthusi-
asm. Participants at this meeting
sensed a need for a permanent or-
ganization to protect and enlarge the
interests of the defense bar and its
clients. By-Laws were drawn up, 8
tentative slate of officers selected, and
the name Defense Trial Tactics Semi-
nar was chosen,

A test of the interest for such an
organization was decided upon by
calling a general meeting of everyone
who would be inferested or affected
by such an organization. The meeting
was a sell-out, the project was unani-
mously applauded and approved, and
the tentative officers were selected as
the first officers of Defense Trial Tac-
tics Seminar, Inc. The organizations
name was changed o lllincis Defense
Counsel in April of 1966,

The first officers selected at the
meeting of August 1964 were: Royee
Clenn Rowe, President; Henry [
Marguard, Vice President; Vincent B

E
:
&

{
|
|
%

By RICHARD H. HOFFMAN®

Vaccarello, Vice President; Tom L.
Yates, Vice President; and James Bay-
lor, Secretary-Treasurer.

James Bavior subsequently was ap-
pointed to serve as Director of In-
surance for the State of Ilinois and
served in that capacity for four vears.

The membership requirements es-
tablished at that initial meeting were:
Any person who is a member in good
standing of the Bar of the State of
Ilinois; who for five years {amended
June 1976 to two vears; has been
engaged actively in the practice of
law; who is of high professional stand-
ing, and who devotes a substantial
portion of his professional practice
to the representation of the defense
in civil litigation involving tort, con-
tractual or statutory Hability.

Rovee G. Rowe, Chicago.

Although its membership has re-
mained constant since the vear of its
incorporation, it has continued to be
representative of a much larger group
of lawyers throughout the State. Iis
members have been very active in
Ilinois State Bar affairs throughout
the vears and have held offices in that
organization. The unfortunate plane
crash in 1973 that took the lves of
four very active members of the IH-
nois State Bar Association, who were
returning from an ISBA function, in-
cluded two Illinois Defense Counsel
members, William ] McKenna and
Howard Sorensen,

The Hinois Defense Counsel has
each vear conducted a Seminar on
topics which are of interest to the
defense counsel throughout the state.
Panelists and speakers at the Seminars
have always been well known experts
in their field and have included attor-
neys brought to the Seminar from
various states, including New York,
California, Texas, and South Carolina
and have served to keep its member-
ship abreast of trends throughout the
country in their particular fields of in-
terest. Topics at the Seminars have in-
cluded: Products Liability, Malprac-
tice, Contributory Negligence, Use of
an Economist, ete,

The organization provides a monthly
newsletter which analyzes all Hlinods
Appellate and Supreme Court deci-
sioms of intevest to the defense counsel
and the insurance industry, The IDC
has kept abreast of litigation pending
before the [llinois Supreme Court

* 3f Chicago, B
itlinels Defense O

tary-Trengurer of the
rigel
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1 A DEFENSE
OUNSEL (cont)
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s passed on to the
information.

cuss thelr commeon g}mo?e*mx and pos-

le solutions on a national level

The current officers of flinniz De-
{1

sl ares

EFORE judicial reform,
& in 1962, there were sev-
eral Judges Associations:
® the County and Probate

Judges  Associations, the
2

Tustice of Peace Associa-
tion, the City Court Judges
Association, the Juvenile Court Tudges
Association, and the Circait and Ap-
pellate Court  Judges Associations.
There was also 2 time when some
juttges thought there should be sep-
> Aszociations for Cook County
ges and fudges Drom the rest of
%Ei state.
The Ei%i}é{;‘;z; hir{iz% and Appellate
fwigﬁ ' s organized
i )

RE/IEEA

gg grww}ig‘g 3;‘ g???‘i;g%

All of these various Associations
have finally been welded together.
On December 4, 1971, these Assoei
ations merged into ons organization
known as the Ulinois Judges Assoos
ation.

The Charter of the Ilnois Judges
Assock itl(’ll p rovides that it is estab-
lished for the purpose of creating a

inivon between the judges of the
State of Ilnols: to encoursge con-
tinuing legal education: to resolve

ommon problems; to encourage the
{ level of performance from
idual members; to foster pub-

¢ in the judicizry; to
2 t—*‘r% izney i fui adminisira-
and to bring to the
e ag;;?{ of EH nois & court system of
the highest standards.

&

e
G
\

o

1973

On December 8, the Cook
County and  Downstate  Associate
Fadges Asscciations phased our then
respective organizations and merged
their membership with the Tinois
Juelges Assoefation. Thus, all jfudges
in the State of Iilinois are eligible for
membership and are urged to join
The programs presented during the

ansual Convention of the Ilinoi
Tudges Association endeavor to focus
on those sreas of faw and the prac-

problems that are ut V}{{*;a! -
34 z'%m? z‘m’;wz‘ﬁ to tne

.

tical

Hons J}?{ :
itk H“Eff’

et




The Association  encoun 1 s always on the
udges to puarticipate in programs in support to legislation
heir respective communities.  Some 'mm’h u.z?i bring about a fajrer and

whaet and Discipline of At
the State Pension Program,
State Insurance FProg

prominent altorne ; Assoclation members go to grade more efficient fudicial svstem in the
iz'f upen 1o gerve as the prin-  whools and heh schoole and lead  State of Ilinois, '
at the Conventions. pane! discussions, give lectures and The officers for

The Association contributes finan-  hold mock treials, The schooks are Hon. Charles ¥
cial aid and cncourages its members acted and usked to bring Hon. John
to attend and participate in Semipars lasses to the court — to wee i;;
given by the Hlinols Judicial Con- court in session and hear o lecture Hon, ;gﬂwza 1

ence, From the trig] pades, FA% 7,

JUSTINIAN SOCIETY OF LAWYERS

NAMED AFTER AUTHOR OF JUSTINTAN CODE,
THE JUSTINIAN SOCIETY OF LAWYERS 1§ (é\E
OF ILLINOIS' OLDEST ETHNIC BAR GROUPS

By CHARLES E, PORCELLING®

T g NHE namesake of cur So-  Sharbaro, Lupe, Clementi, and Spa- A membership roster for 193 shows
; ciety is Justinian [, (Flavis  tuzza. Judge George L. Quilici, now 87 members; in June of 18949, 81
Anicius jusi;z;;msusg a deceased, and Helen M. Cirese, still  members; and as of June of 1976, a
Byzantine emperor, born  active and known to many, were total membership of 438 from Cook,
probably on or about May  among the original organizers and  Lake, Will, and DuPage Countiss

11, 483, His most glorious  members of the Society, with membership information recently
contribution during  his Senfor Counsellor Horatio Tocco mailed to an additional 300 lawyers

n is the famous Justinian Code.  described these founders “as immi- of Italian extraction in the Cook
o final phrase of the “Purpose”  grants and the sons of immigrants County area. While the origing of the
izuse of the Society's Constitution  who came here from the old continent membership are close, their interests
ntinues in the tradition of Justinian,  with visions and not illusions. They are wvarted: Members of Congress,
o participate in civic and community  were the believing generation. They  the legislature, the circuit, appetlate
affairs so as to inswre the proper ad-  believed that in this endless expanse  and Supreme Court of IHincis, and
nistration of Justice.” called America there was a road for  membership on certain select commit-
Having been organized and char-  every talent to rige to wealth and  tees of the American, Hlinois and Chi-
Lin 1921, under the name of the power. Many of us to this day retain Buar Asseciations. The void, #f
inian Society of Advocates, (the memories of those immigrants who v at the level of the federal
was later amended to the Jus- i utensils, in ﬁw Novthern District of
‘5{.’3{:;‘«%&' f}f L;z\zf%-'“rfg in '2?3553}( swed money ster D“mszm hu{ zmt }3;
relatives,

i§3<;=z'r :
{hf‘ir Belong
handkere r

inians  meel once  ench
en Septernber i June,

ned erossed
feew maeh
woshd find

a7 EG nuny
Pope,
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JUSTINIAN SOCIETY
{cont.)

The regular meetings include a noon
luncheon at The Chicago Bar Asso-
ciation and a guest speaker. Our
social activities include the Officers
Installation Dinner, the Anmual Ballo
di Natale {Ball of Christmasy and
Annual Golf Outing,

The Officers Installation Dinner is
held in September of each year at the
Palmer House. This dinner is always
well attended by Chicago’s prominent
citizens, lawyers, judges of the fed-
eral, state and county courts, and
other men and women outstanding in
their callings and professions. It is
at this dinner meeting that the officers
are formally sworn into office, that
scholarships are formally bestowed
upon needy law students, and the
crowning achievement — the presen-

tation of the Society’s "Man of the
Year” award.

Recipients of the “Man of the Year”
award in prior vears have included
US. Congressmen Peter W. Rodino
Jr. and Frank Annunzio, Governor
John Volpe of Massachusetts, United
States Judge Alexander J. Napoli of
the Northern District of Hlinois, as
well as others of national and local
prominence,

¥or many years our Society has
taken am active role in Law Day,
USA. The program just completed
fonnd our Law Day Committes mak-
ing contact with 25 high schools in
the Chicago area. Through the co-
operation of the Society and the Joint
Civie Committee of Dalian Ameri-
cans, our members have also pro-
vided free legal assistance throughout
the vear to those of Hittle or no means.

Standing second to none in the area
of bar association publications, the
Society has for eleven years published

the Justinian Law Journal. Under
the editorial guidance of Gerald L.
Sharboro, the “Tonrnal” has found its
way into over sixty law libraries both
here and abroad,

While the history of the Justinian
Society of Lawvers includes many
names and counsiderable achievement,
we are, as one of our current officers
so aptly stated, “just beginning our
Renaissance”. With the recent reju-
venation of our committees on the
fudiciary and legislature, the Society
shall take an even more active role “in
civic and community affairs so as to
insure the proper administration of
justice”.

The officers for the 197677 term
are Anthony A. DiGrazia, President;
Bernard B. Binella, Ist Vice President;
Leonard F. Amari, 2nd Vice President;
Roger F. Maritote, 3rd Vice President;
Charles E. Porcellino, Treasurer: and
Jack P. Cerone, Secretary.

The Justinian Society of Lawyers of Chicago circa 1931 — (from teft, seated) Horatio Tocco, Judge Francis Boreli, Judge Frarcis Alle-
gretti, Judge lohn 1, Lupe, Judge lohn A, Sbarbaro, Rocco DeStefane, Joseph Orrico, {standing! Henry Tufe, Anthory Champagne, Jobn
DeGrazia, John B Meccia, William Parrillo, George Spatuzza, Donald Rizzio, Anthony T, Clementi, Lawrence Maring, Paul Comite, Ane
thony Catiendo, George L. Quilici, Vingent Chisesi, Frank Loverde, and Joseph A, Zambrenc,
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Governor Richard B, Ogilvie was the recipient of the Justinian Soclety of Lawyers Golden
Anniversary plague at a luncheon in 1972 in the Sheraton Blackstone, Chicago. Shown
{left to rightt are William Cellini, then State Director of Tramsportation: Alfred E. Gallo,
Sresident, Cosmopolitan National Bank and chairman of the affair; Govermor Ogilvig;
Saciety Past President Lawrence X, Pusateri; and Gerald L. Sbarboro, President of the
Soeiety.

George L. Quitici, Thicago. Helen M, Cirese, Uak Park,
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ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE

ILLINOIS STATE BAR ASSOCIATION —

1 NEW APPELLATE 8YS-
TEM. The idea to orga-
nize the Ilinois State Bar
Association arose from a
N/ il compelling need for court
%Gf ‘%’; reform in the state. On
October 12, 1876, Judge
Stephen R Moore, Kankakee, visited
Myra Bradseell, editor of the Chicago
Legal News, for the express purpose
of suggesting the organization of a
state bar association to tackle the prob-
lem of an overcrowded Supreme Court
docket. Mrs. Bradwell suggested he
write a letter to the editor and he
proceeded to do so. The letter was
published in the October 14 issue
of the Chicago Legal News calling for
& meeting of lawyers on January 4,
1877 in Springfield.

According to the 1870 constitution,
an appellate court system was to have
been established by 1874, but action
had heen stalled by opposition and
general lethargy. The Supreme Court
soon was four years behind in its
work.

Eighty-eight lawvers from thirty-
seven counties met in the Sangamon
County courthouse in Springfield on
Janvary 4, 1877 to adopt a constitu-
tion and elect officers to serve the new
bar association. Anthony Thornton,
Shelbyville, was elected President.
Setting forth geals in the preamble
of their constitution, the delegates re-
solved

“to gultivate fhe sclence of jarispra-

denee, {6 sromete reform in the law, to

fuatiitate the adminisiration of justics,
to glovaits the standards of integrity,
honor and courtesy in the legal profas-
sion, to enesurage a thoerough and HHb-
eral sdueation, and to cherish & spirii
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1877 TO 1977

By BRITTA HARRIS®

of brotherhoed among the members
thersof,”

A committee of eight was appointed
to formulate suggestions for court re-
form and devise strategies for gquick
legislative action. The ecight were
President Anthony Thormton; Joseph
Gillespie of Madison County; Thomas
A, Bovd of Fulton County: David
McCulloch of Peoria County, W,
B. Cooper of Effingham County, L. L.
Bond of Cook County; John M. Pal-
mer of Sangamon County, and Sabin
D. Puterbaugh of Peoria County.
Parallel to work being done by the
[Ninois State Bar Association were
similar efforts by The Chicago Bar
Association, Within a few months, in
April, 1877, a probate system became

Anthory Thornton, Shelbyville, first Presi-
dent of the llingls State Bar Association,

law. An appellate court system be-
came a reality in June, 1577

The broad goals of the Association’s
constitution set the organization on
a path which eventually led to a wide
range of achievements in reform of
law and the courts. However, during
the next twenty years, little was ac-
complished. There was much serious
discussion about consclidating the Su-
preme Court into a single tribunal and
raising educational standards for the
practice of law in [linois, but there
was Httle action. Many of the As-
sociation’s Annual Meetings were de-
voted 1o lengthy speeches and the
reading of scholarly  dissertations.
There was some criticism at the time
that the Association was merely a
mutual admiration society,

The term was not wholly justified
since there were signs of progress.
Outstanding scholars and public fg-
ures, including Roscoe Pound and
Adlai Stevenson, addressed the law-
yers at bar meetings. Many speakers
planted the seeds of new ideas for
action, The Association received re-
flected honor when a former Presi-
dent, Melville Fuller, became the
Chiet Justice of the US. Supreme
Court in 1887, In 1874, a woman,
Myra Bradwell, was admitted into
honorary membership, a somewhat
daring move for those times. How-
ever, during this twenty-yvear period,
there was not much done to stimulate
the membership. By 1884, only eleven
per cent of the state’s lawyers be-

*0f




lonped to the Association. Proposals,
such as meeting biennially during
state legislative sessions, were ad-
vanced with the hope of spurring
more interest, Former U8, Supreme
Court Justice, David Davis, Bloom-
ington, stressing the importance of an
organized bar, exhorted Association
members to continue efforts for the
improvement of the law and its ad-
ministration.

CONSOLIDATION OF SUPREME
COURT. DPuring these lean vyears,
Agsociation leaders continued to agi-
tate for the consolidation of the Su-
preme Court which at that time had
three grand divisions. They faced
many obstacles: politicians wheo feared
ioss of influence through consolida-
tion, legislators who opposed any
ange and an apathetic public which
wd little understanding of the issues
mvolved,

During the administration of ISBA
President Ethelbert Callahan, Robin-
son, in 1589, four former members of
the Illineis Supreme Court, were
asked by the Presidemt to give their
views on consolidation. All four
backed the movement and John Scott,
Bloomington, one of the four, put the
matter in readily understandable lan-
guage when he stated, “The Supreme
ourt of this state has been on wheels
fong encugh, and it's time it should
have a permanent abiding place”
Their support gave consolidation new
impetus.

The Association’s Committee on Le-
al Reformn, led by John Barton Payne,
hicago, spearheaded the final drive
n 1897, overriding strong opposition,
fogrolling and local pride to establish
the Supreme Court in Springfield.
ishn H. Hamiine, Chicage, then As-
sociation President, lauding the vie-
tary, sabd, i wag ©. .. the true fune-
ers to advance citizerns

i s and speedy justice” In
J08, consolidation became a physical
with construction of the Supreme

ifding acrows the street from

o
=,

irt il
the State Capitol. James H. Matheny,

The Old Capitol in Springfield, once used as the Séngarﬁon. Co.{}'h'fy 'C{:Q;;’fﬁcusé,'was the site

of the organizational meeting of the lHincis State Bar Association on January 4, 1877.

Springfield, President, speaking at the
building’s dedication, described the
Supreme Court consolidation
possibly the greatest achievement of
the Association.”

STANDARDS FOR BAR ADMIS-
SION., The legal profession was not
generally held in high regard during
the early vears of the Association,
due largely fo low educabional re-
guirements and admission standards.
Oral examinations for sdmission were
easy, and almost any male with a
minimum of education could become
2 lawyer by reading law. Responding
o recommendations submitted by the

ISBA and The Chicago Bar Assoct-

ation in 18897, Rule 39, establishing
a State Board of Law Examiners, was
adopted by the Supreme Court, The
new agency was given power to con-
duct tests for admission and to oversee
licensing., Gradually more bmprove-
ments were made, and by 1913, the
Association approved a proposed rule
requiring a high school education for
admission to the bar. Examinations
steadily beeame more challenging, but
it wasn't unttl 1962 that the Supreme
Court abolished the practice of read-
ing law for lcensure,

On another vital subject — the jury
system — (larence Darrow, one of
Miinols” most famous lawyers, turned
his fiery oratorv against the oritics

ISBA/S10T




I8BA (cont.)

of the jury svstem and advocated the
use of written jury instructions. Dar-
row attacked the use of oral nstrue-
tions which, he said, gave too much
power to judges. He also issued a
strong fndlictment against the courts
along with the legal profession which
he accused of aiding the rich and
powertul against the poor and weak.
Many of Darrow’s fellow bar mem-
bers resented his rancour; others de-
fended his right to criticize, but no
one acted to implement his sugges-
tions.

CONSTITUTIONAL REFOBM. At
the close of the century, almost thirty
years after adoption of the 1570 Con-
stitution, bar association leaders joined
athers in urging adoption of a new
constitution. The issues of constite-
tional change became a permanent
agpect of Association activity. In 1902,
Sigmund Zeisler, Chairman of the As-
sociation’s Constitutional Convention
Committee, asserted a new constitn-

Edgar Lee Masters, Hlineis” famous Iawver-
post, who wrote the "Spoon River Anthole
ogy, was g marsher of the Hineis State Bar

Azsociation for many vears, Me was 3 part-
ner of Clarence Darrow at one time.
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tion would improve the judicial sys-
tem if provisions elimirating police
magistrates, justices of the peace and
constables were nserted in the con-
stitution. Rural elements, fearing loss
of power in government, however,
were successful in defeating the pro-
posed 1918 Constitution, but the As-
sociation vowed to continue its effort
for reform.

1912 A STANDOUT YEAR. The year
18912 stands out as a notable one in
Association activity. In an effort to
strengthen the organization, the pub-
Leation of a quarterly bulletin was
begun. R. Allan Stephens, Danville,
Arst editor of the Quarterly Bulletin,
pledged that the publication would
be small and brief, “but full of meat.”
The Bulletin was an immediate suc-
cess, It brought the states lawyers
in closer contact with each other and
informed them on significant legal
and political developments affecting
the practice of law. Stephens also was
instrumental in the creation of “cara-
van” meetings held during the fall and
winter in each of the seven Supreme
Court districts. The meetings provided
a valuable opportunity for discussion
and communication and continued to
be popular until they were replaced
by Continuing Legal Education Tusti-
tute programs begun in 1961

The Annual Meeting of 1912, held
in Chicago’s LaSalle Hotel, was de-
voted entirely to the issues of judicial
recall and court procedures. Every
state bar association in the United
States was invited to send a repre-
sentative. Lawyers, speaking to the
issues at hand, analyzed the defects
of antiquated court procedures and
castigated the law profession for pro-
crastination and indifference. Repre-
sentatives from other states deseribed
timovative cowrt procedures  which
hadt been successful for their court
systemns. Advocates of popular judicial
recall eriticized spectal interests which
thev claimed used the jodiciary for
selfish reasons. Their views were as-

Clarence § Darrow, the crusading lawyer for
social justice i the late 1800s and early
19005, was a member of the Hinoks State
Bar Assaciation for many years. He gained
international rencwn in the Scope “Monkey
Trial,” in defending Loeb and Leopold, and
in the Los Angeles Times bombing case.

sailed by a strong opposition which
believed that the suggested reforms
would undermine an independent ju-
diciary and lead to anarchy. Associ-
ation members were polled at the
meeting and the results showed 549
opposed recall of judges’ decisions
while 110 favored it. The vote for
the recall of judges was 517 against
and 117 for,

WORLD WAR 1. The tempo of bar
activity was picking up, but reform
issues competed with concerns as.
soctated with the imminent entry of
the United States into World War 1.
In 1916, a wnot-for-profit corporation
charter was issued to the [ilinofs State
Bar Association. Objectives set forth
in the charter maintained the original
association goals. During the sume
year, ¢x-President Theodore Roosevelt
spoke to members assembled at the
Annual  Meeting,  Roosevelt  spoke
ardently for military preparedness. He
was pleased with the strong support
bar members gave to his call for com-




pulsory military service. When the
United States did enter the war, many
ISBA members joined the active ser-
vice while others performed voluntary
and legal services to aid the war
effort.

There was a war to win, but there
also were battles to be fought at home.
Within the ISBA there were sirong
feelings about further improvements
for admission standards such as the
imposition of strict requirements for
college attendance, Clarence Darrow,
ever the champion of the common
man, was outspoken in opposition, de-
claring that the legal profession should
open the doors wider and rely upon
examinations rather than restricting
admittance. Darrow’s view was not
acceptable to Association members,
and Rule 39 was amended in 1923
requiring 4 vears of high school, 72
weeks of general college work and
three years of law school study for
admission to the bar,

With the approach of the ISBA'
fiftieth anniversary vear which was
observed in 1926, attention was given
to streamlining the administration of

David Davis, Bloomington, Lincsln's cam-
paigr mana~er m 1860 vl 2 Linvols ap-
; o the U S Susreme (ourt, wasz
Re s Stave Bar Assools-
; o sarved as a LS.
Senator for several vears,

a rapidly growing organization. By
1923, the ISBA had 2.959 members,
the natiow’s largest voluntary state
bar association. One of the main
concerns was to centralize ISBA
functions in Springheld. R. Allan
Stephens was named permanent sec-
retary of the ISBA. Stephens an-
nual reports described a vigorous or-
ganization geared to provide many
services to a growing membership.
The Tlnois Bar Pension Foundation
was expanded, and more legal ser-
vices for the indigent were provided
in cooperation with the state’s Family
Social Work Societies.

John Foster Dulles, speaking to
ISBA members in 1925, strongly urged
support for a Senate proposal to per-
mit United States membership in the
World Court. There was opposition
within the ISBA. Many questioped
the merit of the proposal as well as
the propriety of declaring support
without first polling the membership.
After much debate, the proposal was
approved.

THE FIFTIETH YEAR. After fifty
vears of activity, the ISBA could lock
back upon a history of scveral sub-
stantial achievements - notably the
establishment of the appellate court
system, consolidation of the Supreme
Court, and higher admission standards,
The organization had responded to
internal and external challenges and
was prepared to offer a level of ser-
vice to both its members and to the
public which would more than equal
past accomplishments. Members at-
tending the 1926 golden anniversary
dinner meeting in Rock [sland vowed
to maintain the ISBA's campaign for
judicial reforms.

Yearly agendas for ISBA activities
grew longer, corresponding to a larger
membership and a growing treasury.
There was a temporary setback during
early depression years when many
members were forced to drop out for
financial reasons. Bobert L. Cann 51,
retained to solicit lawyers for mem-
hership, reported that nine of ten

Melville W, Fuller, Chicago, wha served as
Bresident of the tilinois State Bar Asscciation
i 1886, was appointed Chief Justice of the
LS. Supreme Court in 1888, He served in
that position until 1212,

lawyers indicated they would join ex-
cept for money problems. One lawyer
paid his five dollars dues with a City
of Chicago Tax Anticipation Warrant.
Eventually, an aggressive membership
drive overcame the problems created
by the depression years, and in 1936
1937 there were 5,000 ISBA members.

THE CIVIL PBACTICE ACT. The
long-term ISBA effort for revision of
the statutes relating to pleading and
practice, begun in 1911, finally over-
came strong political opposition and
resulted in the Civil Practice Act of
1933, Tlinois” first modern svstem of
civit practice and procedure. The
movement to give rule-making power
to the courts in the matter of pleading
and practice was opposed by orga-
nized labor. Labor leaders believed
the Sopreme Court could, i the rules
were changed, curtail certain rights
in injusniction cases. ISBA officers and
feaders denied this possibility, and
fawyvers from  other states, where
courts had rule-making powers, af-
Brmed that lzbor had not been ad-
versely affected.
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Requesting decisive ISBA action on
civil practice procedures, Clarence W,
Heyl, Peoria, President in 1930-31,
asked, “"Are we not progressive enough
to say to the critical press, the lawyers
of Ilinois have the mtelligence and
courage to adopt a system of pleading
which only requires the statement of
truth — the facts — without the use
of fiction, or any other of the old,
obsolete common law forms?” ISBA
and CBA committees, along with emi-
nent legal scholars, drafted a proposed
new civil practice act. Ten thousand
copies were distributed to judges,
state officials, legislators and lawyers.
After comments and criticism were
recetved and considered, the Civil
Practice Act took shape. There were
more objections to the proposal, but
impatient lawvers throughout the state
strongly urged legislative approval.

A promatwnai unit, including Albert
E. Jenner Jr., Walter V. Schaefer and
members of the CBA's committee of
young lawyers, assisted in presenting

Lyman Trumbull Chicago, 2 contemporary
of Lincoln and a U.S. Senator for 'ﬁarzy vears,
was elected Presidert of the iHingis State
Bar Association in 1892,
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the proposed law changes throughout
the state and te committees of the
General Assembly, Hard work paid
off, and on June 23, 1834, Governor
Henry Horner signed the bill into
law., With the Civil Practice Act in
force, the ISBA initisted a series of
“caravan” meetings o explain its pro-
visions. There were many adjustments
to make. Ninecty-seven separate bills
were introduced in the General As-
sembly by Rep, Benjamin Adamowski,
Chicago, to bring various special ac-
tions in the statutes into conformity
with the new Act.

The Civil Practice Act was well-
received by most judges and attor-
HISES byt there were some exceptﬁans‘
A few older lawyers, accustomed to
the old ways, and being experts in
pleading under common law, felt they
had lost advantages over their vounge
adversaries be.c:ause of the sin
method of stating a cause of
or angwering complainte.

Civil practices and procedures again
received concentrated attention from
the bar in 1954 when the ISBA Sec
tion on Civil Practice and Procedure
appeared before the Ilmois Judicial
Conference to report its findings con-
cerning the problem of case reversals
due to erroneons jury instruections.
Subsequently, a study conducted to
discover the extent of the problem
revealed that in thirty-eight per cent
of cases on appeal, faulty jury in-
structions resulted in cases reversed or
remanded. In 1957, an Illincis Su-
preme Court Conumittee on Jury In-
struction in Civil cases, hezded by
ISBA President Gerald Snyder, Wan-
kegan, prepared a set of standard in-
structions which the Court ordered
to be used by trial courts throughout
the state.

THE BEVISED STATUTES CON-
TROVERSY, Reviewing the impos-
sible situation which had developed
in Hinois with the use of two editions
of revised Hlinois statutes, an ISBA
Committee in 1934 attempted to elim-

Roscoe Pound, Qean of Nabraska University
Law Schoot §

Relieving that
led to have one
dition which would be cited
iw the courts in their opinions and
by lawyers in their briefs, the Com-
mittee advised the two publishing
firms that, starting in 1935, the 1SBA
would endorse one edition only, either
the Cahill or the Smith-Hurd edition.
Resolving the problem was not easy;
both firms submitted identical prices
and then complicated matters by pub-
lishing differing sets of annotated stat-
utes, Largely through the ISBA’s per-
sistent efforts, a compromise was
reached,  Publication of the IMhnois
Hevised Statutes-State Bar Association
Edition was begun, and Illinois law-
vers were relieved of an expensive
dilemma.,

LECGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS.
After enactment of the Civil Practice
Act of 1933, the ISBA campaigned
successfully for several other impor-
tant acts, including the Insurance
Code of 1938, the Probate Act of 1930,
the Drainage Code of 1955, the Crimi-
nal Code of 1981 and the Code of




Criminal Procedure of 1963. The 1939
Probate Act consolidated and clarified
probate law, cxpedited proceedings
and applied a more uniform applica-
tion of law in probate matters. The
Drainage Code of 1955 was also sig-
nificant, being the first codification of
laws relating to farm drainage and
levee districts in seventy-six years.

The Criminal Code of 1961 and the
Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963
culminated vears of 1SBA efforts to
revise the state’s criminal laws, In
1933, ISBA members from twenty-five
judicial circuits joined to draft a new
criminal code replacing the frequently
amended codes which had been in
offect since 1819, Securing enactment
of the changes was slow because of
a recommendation to  abolish the
grand jury. In 1954, another ISBA
committee, with financial assistance
from the Illinois Bar Foundation and
The Chicago Bar Agsociation, suc-
ceeded in securing the adoption of
the two codes.

The ISBA’s continuing effort to up-
grade the practice of law in the state
was strengthened with the adoption
by the Supreme Court of Rule 58 in
1933 designating the ISBA and CBA
governing boards and grievance com-
mittees as commissions of the court
o try complaints against errant law-
vers. The commissioners were given
power to compel attendance of wit-
nesses, to obtain evidence by deposi-
tion and evidence under oath.

UNLAWTFUL PRACTICE OF LAW,
One of the most vexing problems
facing the bar for many vears had
been the unlawful practice of law.
The issues of the matter were high-
tighted in the case, Hlinois State Bar
Association v, Peoples Steck Yards
State Bank. This case established the
principle that the Supreme Court has
inherent power to punish any cor-
poration or unauthorized person who
presumes to practice faw, Problems
of interpretation were persistent in
relation to certain practices by real

estate brokers, especially with realtors’
use of legal forms. Finally, in 1957,
seeking to resolve the continuing dis-
agreement, the CBA filed suit against
the Quinlan and Tyson real estate
firm of Chicago, charging that the
preparation of sale contracts, deeds,
mortgages and other documents, as
well as giving advice on title matters
constituted the unauthorized practice
of law,

The defendants answered that their
activities were necessary and impor-
tant aspects of real estate transactions
which they were legally licensed to
carry on. The trial court ruling was ap-
pealed by hoth parties and eventually
reached the Illinois Supreme Court.
While the decision was pending, re-
lations between realtors and lawyers
became strained; charges and counter-
charges appeared in the press, and
fegislative action was  considered.
Cooler heads prevailed, and a com-
mittee of realtors and lawyers met to
work out implementation precedures
after the Supreme Court handed down
its decision. The court granted realtors
the right to draft offers or preliminary

Herry H. Wigmore, Dean and Professor of
Law at Northwestern University Law School
fram 1537 1 1929,

contracts but drew the line at other
documents required to close deals
which the court stated required legal
skill. The joint bar-realtor committee
framed the Illinois Real Estate Broker-
Lawyer Accord to resolve questions
of interpreting and implementing the
court’s decision and acting on com-
plaints of viclations. In the ten vear
history of the Accord, cooperation and
mutual dependence has developed be-
tween the professional groups, and
grievances have heen satisfactorily
settled.

SOME EVENTFUL ANNUAL
MEETINGS. Each annual ISBA
meeting has been an occcasion for
leaders and members to review As-
sociation activities in the light of the
contemporary social, economic and
political scene. ISBA by-laws required
the retiring President to assess the
state of the law and to make recom-
mendations . . . as shall seem best
caleulated to conserve the general
weal”

In 1942, President Benjamin Wham,
Chicago, discussing “The Lawyer in
Wartime,” paid tribute to the heroism
of Winois” lawyers who were fighting
and dying on the field of battle. For
those lawyers who could nhot serve
there was much to do on the home-
front. A Military Affairs Committee
directed and coordinated the activities
of thousands of volunteers in Hlinois
who wanted to serve. Lawvyers served
on draft boards and appeals boards,
worked with the administration of
rationing and performed many other
volunteer jobs. Looking back on his
own service in World War I, “the
war to end all wars,” Wham said that
a simple solution to world peace might
be a world court with an international
army to entorce its rulings,

The main guest speaker for the
1942 Annual Meeting was US. So-
preme Court Justice James F. Byrnes.
What began as a routine speech
turned out to be a speech with some
international ramifications.  Shortly
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after Justice Bvrnes had begun, he
was interrupted by a messenger. Re-
turning to his audience, Byrnes shifted
his discussion to the war and espe-
cially to the role of Russia following
the attack against it by Nazi Germany.
The Justice had been advised that he
was the highest Washington official
“on the air” that night and that some-
one close to the administration needed
to speak for strengthening relations
with our allies, especially with Russia.
By 1945, wartime restrictions made
it necessary to limit the annual meet-
ing to an attendance of only the offi-
cers for the sole purpose of counting
mail ballots for the election of officers.
Hosting the Diamond Jubilee Din-
ner of the Association in 1952 at the
Springfield Elks Club, local lawyers
waorked hard to present a re-enactment
of the first anmual dinner program.
The Committee studied Association
records, and other source material to
accurately present the scene in 1878,
Sangamon County lawyers presented
the guests with souvenirs which in-
cluded a menu from the first an-
nual supper held at the Leland Hotel
in Springfield and a program which
deseribed the social conditions in 1877
which challenged Illinois lawyers,

Hosts for the largest annual meeting
of record, held in Wankegan in 1960,
were faced with two difficult tasks:
providing dinper for 1,000 guests and
finding a speaker to substitute for
Attorney-General Herbert Brownell
who had cancelled because of illness,
Fortumately for those 10900 guests,
ISBA President Gerald Snyder, Wau-
kegan, was resourceful. Calling Gov-
ernor Otto Kerner, he asked, "Gov-
ernor, how would vou like to intro-
duce Adlai Stevenson as our guest
speaker” When the Governor said
he would like the assignment, Snvder
then asked, “Well, vou get him to do
it for us.” Stevenson, then a candidate
for the Demaocratic nomination for
President, graciously accepted  the
speaking invitation. In his speech,
Stevenson acknowledged the honor of
being asked adding, . . . though from
what [ read in the newspapers, | am
not the frst choice.” The audience,
aware of the circumstances, enjoved
the humorous remark.

A precedent for a vacation-type an-
nual meeting was set when Southern
Dlinois lawyers invited and President
Owen Rall accepted the offer to meet
at St. Louis for the 1961 Annual Meet-
ing, The Chase-Park Plaza Hotel, close
to Forest Park and its entertainment
facilities, provided a pleasant atmo-
sphere for members and their families.

The lHinois Supreme Cowrt Building in Springfield. The structure was dedicated Feb. 4, 1508,
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Since then similar meetings have been
held in Qlinois, Missouri and Wiscon-
itk

A MEMORABLE SUPREME
COURT DINNER Breaking away
from stereotvped dinner meeting for-
mats which bad often inflicted long,
boring programs on suffering audi-
ences, ISBA President, Timothy Me-
Knight, Chicago, selected Earle Stan-
ley Gardner, the noted mystery writer,
to speak at the Fiftieth Annual Su-
preme Court Dinger in 1933, That
evening, Gardner and Supreme Court
Justice Walter Schaefer delighted an
audience of 730 with their jokes about
the advantages and disadvantages of
writing legal opizions and fiction,
Schaefer claimed Gardner had the ad-
vantage of risque covers on his paper-
backs to gain reader appeal.

CLIENTS SECURITY FUND. In
1962, the Clients’ Security Fund be-
came another reform whose time had
come. As far back as 1934, bar leaders
had discussed the need for a sclicitors
fidelity guaranty fand, but not until
18680 was the matter given serious
considerativn. After a report by Past
President Karl €. Williams, Rockford,
who led a cominittee studying the
subject, the ISBA and CBA approved
a resolution creating the fund and
the assessment of the associations’
members,

BAR ECONOMICS PROCGRAMS.
One of the most significant internal
achievements for the ISBA came dur-
ing the administration of President
Gerald Snyder, Waukegan., Setting
the stage for the initiation of a bar
economics program, Snyder exhorted
ISBA members to improve their ser-
vices and their public image. Diag-
nosing the legal profession’s status,
Snyder described symptoms of inade-
quate income and lackluster appesl to
voung men and women as part of a
case of “economic anemia” He said
there were fewer lawvers admitted to




practice in 1858 than in 1933, that
the percentage of national income
spent on legal services had dwindled
to about one-third of what it had been
swenty-five years previously and that
lawyers’ overhead expenses and in-
come taxes had increased significantly,
According to a survey he had made,
sixty bar associations were using al-
most the same fee schedules they were
using twenty-five years earlier.

The Board of Governers, convinged
by Snyder’s arguments, adopted a
resclution authorizing a program to
conduct an economic survey of Ii-
nois lawyers and to assist the state's
lawyers in securing adequate com-
pensation for their legal services. With
the help of a management consulting
firm, 15,000 Ilinois lawyers were
iueried about subjects ranging from
aet income and details of office sys-
temns to attitudes toward clients,

Aware of deficiencies and weak-
resses in their business practices, 921
lawyers came to the 1960 Economic
institute held during the Annual
“eeting at the Illinois Beach State
Fark Lodge near Waukegan. There
they heard results of the survey which
revealed that lawyers were losing
ground in a struggle against inflation,
The average non-salaried Chicago
lawyer received an annual income be-
fore taxes of only $13,000, and the
average income for his downstate
counterpart was $11,600.

Experts in the field of office man-
zgement and business practices pre-
sented up-to-date information about
time and money record-keeping, de-
termination of fees and billing, con-
irol of cases, modern desk-side man-
sers, guides to higher income and ad-
vice on how to build 2 law practice.

The ISBA, recognizing the need to
covmteract the declining  economic
status of lawyers, created a Bar Eco-
nornics Department employing a full-
time staft officer. Billie R, Bethel a
w graduate from Washington Uni-
versity, became the department’s new
director.  Under her supervision, a

Adbert E, lenner Jr., Chicago, President of
the Hlinois State Bar Association in 1949.50,
is the aldest 1SBA Past President as to term

of office, He helped promote the Civil
Practice Act of 1933 as a member of the
younger lawyers of the 1SBA.

detailed fee manual was sent to every
lawyer in Illinois, and articles about
law office management were pub-
tished. Bar economics progress and
related matters were discussed at bar
meetings throughout the state during
1660 and 1961. A film, “A Stitch In
Time,” was used as a promotional tool
to emphasize the need for individuals
te seek periodic legal health check-
Hps‘

Having exerted a great effort to
achieve economic improvements for
lawyers, the ISBA, four years later
conducted a survey to ascertain the
effectiveness of its work. Response to
the survey sent to 17,594 lawvers in-
dicated that, from January, 1960 to
April, 1964, the median annual income
of the non-salaried lawyer in Chicage
had risen from 313,000 to 815,000, an
increase of thirty per cent. The median
annual income of the non-salaried
lawver practicing outside Chicago had
reached $17,200 from the 1939 figure
of 811,600 for a forty-eight per cent
improvement,

Bethel, commenting on the ISBA%
economic  program, said, “Enough

gain has been realized to demonstrate
the effectiveness of the program and
its value in leading the profession
toward the rendering of more effec-
tive, efficient and economic legal ser-
vices to the public” Economic sur-
veys continue to be a valuable tool
for the Committes on Bar Economics.

In 1973, the minimum fee schedule,
product of many vears’ work by the
Bar Economics Committes, was re-
vised in light of antitrust implcations
brought out by the Court in the case
of Goldfarb v. Virginia State Bar,
et wl. Because of the opinion, which
classified minimum fee schedules as
a form of price-fixing that is pro-
hibited by federal antitrust laws, the
ISBA adopted a resolution emphasiz-
ing that fee schedules provided a ser-
vice and were to be used only as
guidelines. The committee then con-
tinued to revise the Manual on Fees
in light of cost of living indices issued
by the US. Department of Labor.
Finally, at & meeting February § and
9, 1974, the Board of Governors, not-
ing the decision in the Goldferb case,
declared the ISBA fee schedule no
longer in effect.

THE JUDICIAL AMENDMENT.
True to its long-standing dedication
to improvemernts in the adinindstration
of justice, the ISBA, along with the
CBA, spearheaded the campaign for
adoption of the Blue Ballot Judicial
Amendment in 1962, The successful
revision of the state’s judicial article
is now regarded as the most important
event in the ISBA history. A proposed
amendment, prepared by a joint ISBA-
CBA committee, received widespread
support from state civic organizations
and strong bi-partisan support from
Governors Adlai Stevenson and Wik
liam Stratton. However, because judi-
cial reform was politically linked to
the article for reapportionment and
because of disagreement about judi-
cial selection and terure provisions,
the judicial article failed to secure
needed votes in the Hlincis House of
Representatives in 1953,
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The next atternpt to secure passage
of a judicial article began in 1855 with
the introduction of & new version
which separated, for voter considera-
tion, selection and tenure provisions
from court reorganization provisions.
The reform measure once again was
defeated by political maneuverings,
but the bar groups lost none of their
determination. Barnabas F. Sears,
Chicago, chairman of the Joint Com-
mittee on the Judicial Article, de-
clared: “We expect to lose all battles
but the last one.”

The ISBA was committed to the
principle of non-political selection and
tenure of judges. In 1957, political
attitudes towards judicial reform were
more relaxed. Chicago’s Mayor Rich-
ard Daley accepted the bar associa-
tions draft since the method of se-
lecting judges was left to a separate
referendum in 1960. There was still

Barnabas F. Sears, Chicago, President of the
HHinois State Bar Association in 1957.58,
was the first chairman of the Joint CBA-
SBA Committee for the Judicial Article.
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serious opposition to the mandatory
referendum on the method of select-
ing judges, but & well-organized state-
wide citizens committee secured im-
portant editorial, business, profes-
sional, civic and church endorsements
which eventually produced a ground-
swell of favorable public opinion,

Covernor Stratton responded to the
public’s reaction by suggesting a com-
promise giving the General Assembly
power to choose a system for judicial
election which would be submitted
for public approval. Stratton appealed
to the bar and judiciary to support his
compromise. After much study and
debate, the ISBA, while maintaining
its dedication to the removal of ju-
dicial selection and tenure from parti-
san politics, agreed to the Governor’s
proposal. In spite of an intensive eduo-
cational campaign sponsored by the
Committee for Modern Courts, the
state’s voters, at the November, 1958
election, failed to provide the neces-
sary margin of votes for the amend-
ment’s adoption,

Undaunted, the ISBA assured the
public that its efforts for an up-to-date
court svstem would continue until the
state had a flexible court structure
equal to changing social demands and
free from political pressures. Waork
was immediately begun on a new Ju-
dicial Article for submission to the
1961 session of the General Assembly.
A notable change featured provisions
for three Supreme Court justices to
be selected from Cook County and
six from outside Cook County, thereby
removing one of the chief causes of
the amendment’s 1938 defeat,

In 1961, the General Assembly ap-
praoved House Joint Resolution 39
which contained most of the bar as-
sociation’s proposal, including: a uni-
fled court system, a seven member
Supreme Court with thres justices
elected from Cook County; adminis-
trative  direction by the Supreme
Conrt;  elimination of justices of the
peace, masters and other fee officers;
& requirement that judgss be mem-
bers of the bar; fixed terms of judi-

Owen Rall, Chicago, President of the llinois
State Bar Association in 1961.62, was in-
strumental in the effort to obtain a new
Judicial Article for lilinots, He was named
ane of the first recipients of the [SBA Merit
Award in 1972,

cial office and the provision that
judges run for retention in office at
the end of their terms on the basis of
their records only. The old method
of initial nomination and election by
political parties was retained with the
provision that the General Assembly
could provide for a new svstem of
selection and tenure by referendum.

The Committee for Modern Courts
solicited and received many Hnancial
contributions for the all-out effort to
pass the Blue Ballot Amendment.
More than fifty influential organiza-
tions endorsed and worked for the
adoption of the amendment. Bi-parti-
san support was widely publicized
when leaders from both parties par-
ticipated In the ceremony inaugurat-
ing the Blue Ballot Campaign. This
time the bhar associations won their
battle, On November 6, 15682, Hinoiy
voters  approved  the Blue Ballot
Amendment. ISBA President Mason
Bull, Morrison, and Walter Moses,
Pracident of the CBA, declared ifs
passage an event of great significance




which would benefit tuture genera-
tons. The bar associations immedi-
stely drew up implementing legisla.
tion which way submitted to the 1963
General Assembly,

PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS.
Concurrent with work for reform were
anportant activities almed at improv-
ing the ISBA's institutional structure.
A prime ISBA goal for many vears
had been the establishment of a per-
manent headguarters in Springfeld.
After vears of moving, during which
a portion of ISBA records were de-
stroved by fire, 2 committee was ap-
nointed to establish a trust fund to
accumulate money for the acquisition
of property for a permanent head-
auarters,

Several campaigns added fands to
he trust account, making it possible
ior the Association to purchase a
iouse and lot next to the Supreme
tourt building, The fund was not
sufficient to fnance all the expenses
svolved with the purchase and neces-
sary remodelling, but members of the
i5BA PBoard of Governors gave their
senal bond to guarantee payment
of all costs and expenses invalved in
creating the new headquarters. The
huilding at 424 S, Second Street in

springfield was the official address of

the ISBA until temporary offices were
sct up during construction of a new
Bar Center. Designed by the Chicago
srchitectural firme of Skidmore, Owings
ind Merrill, the Illinois Bar Center
romised to be one of the Capitol
#y's cutstanding bumildings. Funds
r construction were sought and after
vears of solicitation, the ISBA Wavs
wd Means Commilttee reported on
ww Day, May 1, 1867 that a total
£750,000 had been raised. The Bar
criter was dedicated that same day,

(YPHER ACTIVITIES, Parsllel
crowing diversification of activities for
judicial reform and public service has
en the development of many pro-
mg designed tn gerve ISBA mem-
Senior Counsellors, bar mem-

1S,

Governor Otto Kerner Iseated center] is shown at ceremony August 19, 1983, in which
}’}? completed the signing of implementation legislation for the rew Judicial Article., Seated
Heft to right] are Serator Alan J, Dixon, Bellevitie, chairman of the Hinoie Judicial

Advisory Council;

Representative Robert L, Burhans, Peoria, a member of the !linois

Sudictal Advisory Council and chairman of the Mouse Judiciary Committee, and Governor
Kerner, Standing fleft to righti are Horace A, Young, Chicago, 1SBA president; Peter

Fitzpatrick, Chicago,

ISBA Znd vice president and a member of the Conk County Judigiat

Advisory Council;  Jehn Ritchie I, Dean of Northwestern University School of Law and a
member of the llincis Judicial Advisory Coureil Sernator Arthur W, Sprague, LaGrange,
chairman of the Senate Committee on Judicial Revision, and Circuit Judge A, }. Scheineman,
Sterling, chairman of the Supreme Court Coordinating Committee on Judicial Implermentation,

bers for Hfty years, are recognized
during avnual ceremonies. The 11
nois Bar Foundation also provides re-
lief, aid and assistance for members of
the bar who are ill or incapacitated
and in need of aid as well as help: for
dependents of such members.

To bring lawyers wives closer to
ISBA activities, the Board of Gow-
ernors, i 1938, provided for the or-
ganization of the Association of Wives
ot Mlinois Lawyers. A Young Law-
vers Section, dating back to 1937, in-
cludes all ISBA members under thirty-
six years of age. Many useful activi-
ties have been undertaken by the
vounger lawyers,

From ifs inception in 1931 as an
official magazine, the Hlinois Bar Four-
nal reflected the excellent reputation
held by the ISBA in the feld of pub-
Heations, With increased membership
dues. the ISBA was able to expand
the Journal to include more subjects
of practical benefit for the average
lawyer, Members of the Journal's ad-

visory commitiee select anthors to
gather material and write about desig-
nated subjects.

Newsletters from ISBA organiza-
tional sections such as the Probate and
Trust Newsletter and Trial Briefs,
were injtiated to report and analyze
recent developments in those fields
of practice. Innovations such as the
series, "What Every Lawver Should
Know About ... " andthe
Bar Journgl Form Book, the section
newsletters and the llinois Courts
Bulletin were all cited by the Ameri-
can Bar Association in its Award of
Merit to the ISBA in 19586,

ISBA communication activities were
supplemented by refresher courses
which became the basis for the Fnst-
tute on Continuimg Education of the
IHhinois Bar in 1981, Patterned after
a successful department with similay
chisctives in Californis, the Institate
way guickly accepted and beeame al-
most financially independent at the
beginning. In 1968, The Chicago Bar
Association became a joint sponsor,
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Having great success with it pub-
liention and education programs, it
was natural for the ISBA to orient
some of iy information activities
towards public service. Famphlets,
maovies, newspaper columns and radio
programs provided the public with
useful legal information. In 1967, the
ISBA Public Belations Committee pro-
duced a television documentary to
explain new legislation passed by the
General Assemmbly. New laws cover-
ing motor vehicles, drivery’ Heenses,
credit reform, garnishment and wage
assignments, family and minors, pro-
hate and real estate, erimes and mis-
demeanars and torts and trials were
discussed by a panel of ISBA mem-
bers, The mitial telecast and rebroad-
cast by other television and radio sta-
tions brought the program to millions
of Illinois citizens. Promotion work
preceding the broadeast used news-

paper ads and billboards to increase
the potential audience. It was esti-
mated that 3.3 million people were
reached by the program. For this and
other public information campaigns,
the ISBA received the 24th Annual
Silver Anvil Award from the Public
Relations Society of America in 1968

The ISBA, from 1854-1973 has re-
ceived many top honors in the ABA's
Anpual Award of Merit competition.
In 1958, 1958 and 1973, the ISBA en-
tries won first place, Activities and ac-
complishments included in the award
were  Journgl  articles,  information
from its other publications, radio and
television programs, flms, lectures and
speakers bureaus were all mentioned,
1SBA court reform activities were also
cited. The 1973 award recognized
ISBA’s efforts in long range planning.

THE CHALLENGE OF THE 70%s,
By the 1870% the Iilinoic State Bar
Association was a full-fledged institn-
tion. proud of its reputation as a

The ilinois Bar Cerster, headguarters of the lllingis State Bar Association In Springfield.
Qccupled on MNovember 14, 1968, the Bar Center was dedicated on May 1, 1967 with
Govarnee Qtte Kerner as the dedication speaker,
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leader for legal and judicial reform,
but at the same time it was con-
fronted mainly with unresolved prob-
lems linked to new social challenges.
Closing in on its centennial vear, the
organization had grown to 20,000
members and was operating with a
budget of more than a million dollars.
The Association’s agenda of activity
grew as members and leaders reached
out for more service opportunities and
took stands on social issues. There
were encounters with new problems
and continuing responsibilities to-
wards old problems.

CONSTITUTIONAL AND COURT
BEFOEM. The ISBA was z leader
in the movement for constitutional
revision in [Hinois both in the process
of making substantive suggestions and
in basic political activities to assure
passage of the constitutional referen-
dum of 1970,

Voters accepted the 1970 Constitu-
tion but rejected Proposition 2B, a
separate issue for the merit selection
of judges. Since 1970, the bar has
worked diligently to effect some form
of merit judicial selection, but without
success at this writing.

Other court reforms have been sup-
ported by the ISBA in recent vears.
These include changes in the bound-
aries of federal court districts to im-
prove judicial functions and the adop-
tion of Uniform Circuit Court rules,

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL.
The continual historical shift of social
emphasis brought a new issue to the
national scene in the 18960’s. By the
1970’s concern for environmental prob-
lems became a major political issue
which almost every important orga-
nization was forced to face. Because
of damages to the environment in-
Hicted by unconirolled growth, the
public demanded the ereation of pub-
fic agencies to establish sets of rules
for some measure of contral over
natural resources. Actions by the new
agencies led to the development of




a new field of jurisprudence. Although
there had been environmental laws
for many years, there was never any-
thing comparable to the flood of en-
vironmental cases which proceeded
from the wrath of environmentalist
groups making claims against publie
and private agencies for degrading
the natural environment. Important
legal concepts and constitutional con-
siderations are implicit in these cases,
many of which result from the ad-
mindstration of new  environmental
coptrol laws. The ISBA Section on
Environmental Control Law, through
its newsletter and continuing educa-
tion programs, alerted members of
the bar to new environmental de-
velopments and peossible reforms.

NO FAULT INSURANCE AND NO
FAULT DIVORCE, The ISBA has
worked hard to obtain passage of a
no-fault auto accident reparations law
which will be an improvement over
the present costly and inequitable sys-
tem and yet include protection for
basic individual rights such as the
right to seek redress for legitimate
grievances in a court of law,

Seeking to provide remedies for
some of the widely recognized weak-
nesses in our present divorce. proceed-
ings, the ISBA has submitted no-fault
divorce legislation to the General As-
sembly for several years. Basic to
the ISBA position is that the grounds
for divorce should include the prin-
ciple of Irretrievable breakdown of a
marriage.

CONTROVERSIES INVOLVING
INDIVIDUAL RICGHTS., Consistent
with its  attitudes towards human
rights, the ISBA has pledged support
for the Eqgual Rights Amendment and
has worked for its approval by the
General Assernbly,

{Juestions concerning individual
rights have invelved the bar in many
complicated and heated issues, One
of the most recent of these issues in-
oives mutnal responsibilities of the
saroand the news media as they re

late to the First and Sixth Amend-
ments. News reporters, seeking to pro-
tect the confidentiality of their news
sources, ltave pushed for “shield legis-
lation” at state and federal levels to
acquire privileges which the bar re.
gards as unacceptable,

The ISBA Committee on Fair Trial-
Free Press has said, "It is not in the
public interest to grant an unqualified
testimonial privilege to the media,
however defined.” The bar holds that
there is no lawyer-client or priest.
confessor privilege in the newsman-
news-source refationship. To overcome
the tension which has developed be-
tween the press and the bar, a joint
committee of ISBA lawvers and jour-
naiists is seeking to bring ahout solu-
tions in a manner similar to the agree-
ment achieved by the Ilinois Real
Estate Broker-Lawver Accord.

The increased use of marijuana has
created a state of confusion hetween
changing social attitudes and laws on
local, state and federal levels which
deal with the problem in a variety
of ways. In recognition of the lag
between custom and law, the ISBA

Individual Rights and Respousibilities
Section, in July, wmended
the decriminslization of casual dis-
tribution or simple possession of mari-
fuana. In a clese 33-51 vote, the
ISBA Assembly accepted the Com-
mittee’s recommendation and directed
that a proposed bill be drafted to
implement the recommendation.

CONBUMERISM, The ISEA hag heen
an active proponent for i 1
tection of corsumers. In
sponsored the Hlinois Consumer Fraud
Act. More vecently, the ISBA has
urged passage of the Real Estate Pro-
tection Act, no-tault auto insurance
ared no-fault diverce laws which are
hasic 1o the effort to aid in protecting
the legal rights of the public.

With respect to the consumer move-
ment, the ISBA has instituted 2 num-
ber of internal changes which will im-
prove the status of the consumer seg-
ment of the economy. Credit card
payments for legal fees are now per-
missible under recently revised ISBA
policy. Lesal advertising has been
advocated by some bar leaders as an

The headguarters of Hlinols Institute for Continuing Legal Educatien in Springfleld. The
building was dedicated Jure 8, 1575,
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important aid to individeals looking
for the right lawver. Although ad-
vertising has not gained official 1SBA
sanction, attitudes relating to the tra-
ditional bar position on the subject
appear to be changing.

Some changes have come swiftly;
such a change is the abolition of the
minimum fee schedule in the wake
of antitrust action against bar associ-
ations. The US. Supreme Court re-
cently held that antitrust laws are
applicable to the legal profession and
that fee schedules are per se violations
of sections of the Sherman Antitrust
Act.

ISBA approval in 1976 of the con-
cept of specialization is regarded by
many Association officials as a benefit
to consumers as well as an improve-
ment in the organization of the legal
profession. The ISBA has acknowl
edged that specialization will benefit
both the public and the profession by
stimulating lawyers to upgrade their
competence through continuing legal
education study and practice and by
assisting the public and other lawyers
to more easily identify lawvers with
special experience and expertise in
specific areas.

Special forms of consumer aid have
been made possible by ISBA action in
expanding legal aid and lawyer re-
ferral services. In 1971, the ISBA set
in motion a plan for a quasi-public
legal aid corporation for statewide
legal aid. Recognizing the needs of
indigent citizens, especially those in
urban areas, the ISBA, through the
Hhinots Legal Assistance Fund., Inc
{ILAFY, has worked to receive state
and federal grant money to expand
legal aid programs. Four programs
now receive TLAF funds: the Chi-
cago Volunteer Legal Services Foun-
dation. the Legal Assistance Founda-
tion of Chicage; the Cook County
Legal Assistance Fousdution and the
Land of Lincoln Assistance Founda-
101
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A LEXIS terminal for computerized legal reseamh was in

on a remporary basis October 1, 1975
CBA headquarters in Chicaga. The |
Bar Automated Research, e a o

N

With the organized bar's attention
focused upon the need o improve
the delivery of legal services 1o
middle-income Americans, lawyer re-
ferral services have grown rapidly,
Using a wide variety of publicity
campaigns plus offering the use of a
toll-free WATS lne, the ISBA has
expanded its lawver referral services
program.

During the 1975-19768 Association
vear, the Committee on the Avail-
ability of Legal Services made plans
to establish a trust for the creation of
an open panel prepaid legal services
plan. Prepaid legal cervices are some-
what comparable in general principles
to prepaid health insurance coverage.

WATERGATE AND PROFES-
SIONAL DISCIPLINE. Watergate,
the trawmatic national experience of
the 1970, rajsed issues which bronght
the legal profession into disrepute. On
the national level, the ISBA ureed the
creation of an independent Office of
Special Prosecutor to further investi-
gate Walergate; on the prolessional

A

3 Bar Cenrver
tatled st the
{Hirnis

1 tightened pro-
and strengthen

to Watergate, but im-
portant in the matter of lawyer con-
duct, the ISBA and CBA recom-
mended in 1972 that the Hinois Su-
preme Court creaste an  Aftorneys
Begistration and Disciplinary Com-
mission o supervise disciplinary ac-
tions against errant Hlinois lawvers,
By an order effective Feb. 1, 197".’35
the Court issued an order establishing
the commission and setting up a regis-
tration dues structure to fnance the
project. The new disciplinary proce-
cdure replaces the commission system
established by the couwrt in 1933
whereby the governing boards and
gricvance committeey of the ISBA and
CBA were charged with the responsi-
bility of conducting
and prosecution.

grievance hear-

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFL
CERS. The Dlineis State Bar Associ-
ation has had four chief executive




officers in ity 100 vear histary, In
1918, R. Allan Stephens, a Danville
lawyer, was appointed permanent Sec-
retary. He served In that capacity
until his death in 1942,

Stephens” son, Atterney Charles B,
Stephens, who had served as an As-
sistant Secretary prior to his father’s
death, was then chosen to be the
Executive Secretary. The vounger Mr,
Stephens died in 1951 at the age of 41

As the next Executive Secretary, the
Baard of Governors chose Amos M.
Pinkerten, a Tavlorville lawyer, to
take over the position. He became
Executive Secretary jan, 1, 1932 and
retived June 30, 1570,

Mr. Pinkerton’s successor is Jehn
H. Dickason, the present Executive
Director. Mr. Dickason was business
manager of the ISBA for 10 vears be.
fore he received his appointment by
the Board. He is a Master of Busi-
ness Administration graduate of Dart-
south College, He took over duties
a3 Executive Director om July 1, 1970,

ISBA INTERNAL IMPROVE-
SMENTS. Other internal organizational
fmprovements which have made the
I5BA more effective in advancing its
goals have been computerized legal
research, new legislative policies and
leng range planning.

Computerized research is offered to
the state’s Jawyers through Ulinois Bar
Automated Research {IB AR}, a not-
for-profit corporate body sponsored
by the ISBA and CBA. IBAR has
worked in cooperation with Mead
{data Central, the marketer of the
vstem, to computerize Hinois” laws,
XIS, which is the name of the full
unedited word system, comes
rough terminals installed in public

d private locations,  About one
dozen private firms have terminals
vhich are used by over 800 IHinois

Hted with improving the overall
1 of bar- spwzatmd meast
- appearances by the ISBA seem

to produce more credibility and a
hetter reputation for bar testimony.
Evidence of the new policy’s success
was provided in 1973 when Governor
Walker signed into law all the legis-
Tation sp(mssrcd by the ISBA and
CBA. During the 1975.1978 legisla-
tive year, instead of thirty or forty
ISEA- spotsored hills, only about #f-
teenn of the most unpoltam werg se-
lected for sponsorship.

The Association has adopted long-
range goals. After much soul-search-
ing, the ISBA organized a Long
Hange Planning Conference in 197 2
which reached a CONSENSUS on sug-
gestions for improved organizational
structure and future action commit-
ments. A consensus of almost 100
members favored a study of intern-
ship for law students as a prerequisite
to admission to the Bar, certification
for legal specialists; continuing legal
education for lawyers; revision of dis-

ciplinary measures; unification of the
bar: expanding lawyers’ referral pro-
a statewide legal assistance

grams;

Retired Supreme Cowrt Justice Walter ¥
Schasfer, Laks Bhu#f was active for many
vaare i the waork of iz State Har

ighiony befsre his appointmant to the

Supreme Court, Mo aided in the
roe on of the Ol F}?a):?iw : The
ABA swarded bim fts ki he

ABA Medal, in 1969 for his schisvements
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program; establishment of prepaid le-
gal service programs; regional state’s
attorneys; a study of a statewide De-
tender General Systemn; institutional
advertising; a program for periodic
examinaticn of competence of law-
vers; expansion of Association’s legis-
lative program; codification of Tlinois
laws: encouragement of law schools
to turnish instructions in the legal
ethics area, and establish an awards
program for lawyvers in recognition of
community leadership.

An Award of Merit for individuals
was establisched by the ISBA Board
in 1972 for outstanding contributions
in the feld of [linois law and for
outstanding  civie, social and com-
munity service not related direct] y to
the field of law. Since then there have
been fourteen recipients of the award,
Four Awards of Merit were given
posthumously to four members of the
Board of Governors who were killed
in a plane crash February 13, 1973,
They were, Jerald Galowich, Richard
Kahn, William J. McKenna and How-
ard P. Sorenson.

CONCLUSION. A brief look at the
history of the Hlinois State Bar As-
sociation reveals that there have been
times when the Association lacked
luster, but a fair characterization of
the organization would have to reveal
that its total orientation throughout
a one hundred year history has been
towards vigorous leadership. Each
generation hay supplied the ISBA
with new ideas and fresh energy, and
each year has produced significant
action. Anyone reading ISBA annals
would have to conclude that the As-
sociation has more than lived up to
its original resolve to ™ . . cultivate
the science of jurisprudence, to pro-
mote reform in the law, to facilitate
the administration of jugtice, to ele-
vate the standards of integrity, honor
and courtesy in the legal profession,
to encourage a thorough and lheral
education and to cherish 2 spirit of
brotherhood among members thereof”
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